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From Micro to Macro
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Barge removal, Horn Island, MS

Near Dog River, AL, Credit: DISL

Watching unmanned watercraft
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P R E V E N T I O N

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Debris from Hurricane Katrina

C O O R D I N A T I O N

Regional workshop 

Marine Debris Program Pillars



2005-2012: Case-by-case
• Hurricanes Katrina and Rita (2005)

• American Samoa Tsunami (2009)

• Japan Tsunami (2011)

• Super Storm Sandy (2012)

Response History



2017 Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria

Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 provides $18 million in emergency 
supplemental appropriations for marine debris assessment, 
removal, and disposal 

Working with Texas, Florida, South Carolina, Georgia, Puerto Rico, 
and U.S. Virgin Islands

Debris identified for removal includes: 
• derelict oil platform, well infrastructure, septic tanks, piers
• abandoned vessels, derelict fishing gear, dock debris
• debris from coastal homes and businesses
• scattered debris blown/stranded in sensitive habitats

Supplemental Hurricane Funding



2012: MDP Reauthorization
• Includes specific language on 

response mandate

2014: Response Planning
• Internal: Developing a response 

framework and list of core services

• External: Working with relevant 
agencies to create Regional 
Response Guides

Response History



Improve preparedness for response to 
and recovery from acute marine debris 

incidents in coastal states

Outline existing response structures, 
procedures, and responsibilities at the local, 
state, and federal levels into individual state 

guidance documents

Project Goal
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Marine debris (NOAA definition) 

Any persistent solid material that is manufactured or processed and 
directly or indirectly, intentionally or unintentionally, disposed of or 
abandoned into the marine environment or Great Lakes (33 U.S.C. §
1956(3))

Waterway debris (Incident waterway debris)

Any solid material, including but not limited to vegetative debris 
and debris exposed to or that has the potential to release oil, 
hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants, that enters a 
waterway following an acute incident and poses a threat to the 
natural or man-made environment.  This may include shoreline and 
wetland debris and debris in some inland, non-tidal waterways.

Some Definitions...



1. Develop guidance document that facilitates the 
response to and recovery from acute waterway debris 
incidents in coastal Virginia

Consolidate waterway debris response information into a single 
document using information from existing plans, programs, and 
agency authorities

2. Conduct waterway debris response exercises/drills to 
increase preparedness, validate guide information, and 
identify response challenges

Stand-alone exercises or as injects in larger response drills and 
exercises

Project Objectives



3. Support the integration of response guide content 
into other existing local, state, or regional plans and 
trainings

Such as EPA/U.S. Coast Guard Area Contingency Plans, state 
and county emergency management plans, etc.

Project Objectives



 Focus on waterway debris

 Solid material (including vegetative debris)

 Result of acute disaster incident

 Poses a threat 

 Can include shoreline and wetland debris, or debris in inland 
non-tidal waterways

 Guide and outreach focused on Virginia’s coastal zone

 Information in guidance document is applicable to all of 
state

 Target audience: All levels of government, responders

Project Scope



 Virginia’s Coastal Zone 
includes all of the 
following 29 counties:
 Accomack, Arlington, Caroline, 

Charles City, Chesterfield, Essex, 
Fairfax, Gloucester, Hanover, 
Henrico, Isle of Wight, James 
City, King George, King and 
Queen, King William, Lancaster, 
Mathews, Middlesex, New Kent, 
Northampton, Northumberland, 
Prince George, Prince William, 
Richmond, Spotsylvania, 
Stafford, Surry, Westmoreland, 
York

Virginia Project Scope

Credit: LDNR



1. Background research, Late 2017

2. Engage stakeholders – one on one, Winter ‘17-Spring ‘18

3. Document roles, responsibilities, points of contact, and 
jurisdictions, 2017-Present

4. Outline permitting and compliance structure, 2017-Present

5. Engage stakeholders – workshop, August 2018

6. Document edits and finalization, Summer 2018

7. Stakeholder review, Fall-Winter 2018

8. Publication, Fall ‘18-Winter ‘19

Guide Development Process: 
Work To Date for Maryland Guide



Coordination To Date



I. Introduction

II. Background Risk: Foreseeable 
Incidents and Debris Types

III. Roles, Responsibilities, and 
Jurisdictions

IV. Permitting and Compliance 
Requirements

V. Challenges, Needs, and 
Recommended Actions

VI. Contact Information

Guide Contents
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Purpose

Scope of  Guide: 

functionally and 

geographically

Guide 

Maintenance
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Questions?

Jason Rolfe
jason.rolfe@noaa.gov
240-533-0442


