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Presentation Notes
Information for Presenter: This presentation was developed by the National Response Team (NRT) for use by members in conducting Executive Level briefings. Agency-specific slides are to be generated by the subject agency.Members of the NRT are encouraged to use and adapt this presentation to meet their individual needs. - Speakers should evaluate talking points ahead of presentation and tailor to address level of detail needed and agency specific references. Presentation includes optional information on a number of slides, various levels of detail, and additional optional slides.Target Audience: Executives of Federal agencies with NRS equities.Talking Points:The National Response System is a well established structure and process for responding to spills of oil, hazardous substances, radiological releases, and other pollutants and contaminants. The National Response Team is a integral component of the NRS, and I/We are here representing the NRT.Today’s presentation will provide an overview of the NRS, the role of the NRT, the specific role of  [XXXX] department in the NRS. We’ll also be discussing how the department may need to participate in an oil or hazmat incident at the Senior Executive Level.



THE OIL RESPONSE LANDSCAPE
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Key point: Magnitude of oil products being transported, along with how, and where. Frequency of reported spillsTalking Points: mention NRCAs I mentioned, the NRS responds to both oil and hazardous substance spills.With regard to oil, it is largely transportation that poses the greatest risk of accidental spills.  As you can see in the slide, the energy sector transports an enormous quantity of oil as well as other fossil fuels. With the recent energy renaissance, the risks are changing and the response community is adapting to those changes. For example, transportation by rail and pipeline have increased dramatically.New products have entered the market, including highly volatile shale oils – that have resulted in numerous explosive accidents – like the devastating train derailment that destroyed downtown Lac Megantic, Quebec in 2013 killing over 40 people and destroying 30 buildings.And non-floating oils, like the diluted bitumen from the Athabasca Oil Sands, pose new response challenges and can result in environmentally devastating spills. For example, the Enbridge Pipeline rupture in 2010 spilled an estimated one million gallons of diluted bitumen in a tributary to the Kalamazoo River in Michigan at a clean up cost of over $750 Million and penalties of $177 Million.The National Response Center is the nation’s single point of contact for reporting oil spills and hazardous substances releases. In 2016, more than 16,000 oil spills were reported to the NRC.Note for speaker:  if asked -  Technically, the NRC should be notified of ‘oil spills causing sheens’ and releases of hazardous substances that are listed and exceeding ‘reportable quantities’___________________________2016 Stats (for Oil):Total Reported Incidents of Oil Spills 16,012Rail: 718 Incidents, Average size 203 gal (5 bbl)Pipelines: 448 Incidents, Average size 10,225 gal (243 bbl)Vessels: 3883 Incidents 2,945 gal (70 bbl)Note: background graphic depicts pipeline network
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*Reports of “non-oil” releases to 
National Response Center
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Key Point: Magnitude and distribution of facilities with hazardous substances; frequency of reported releasesTalking Points: In contrast to reported oil spills, which are most commonly associated with transportation, hazardous substance releases are most frequently reported from fixed manufacturing or other types of processing facilities.  This slide shows just some of the facilities in the U.S. that manage hazardous substances.  The Clean Air Act requires facilities that manage certain hazardous chemicals, in quantities above a certain amount, to have plans for managing those chemicals safely in order to prevent accidental releases.  The slide shows the types and numbers of facilities that come under this Clean Air Act requirement, and provides an example of the range of facilities that could potentially cause hazardous substance releases. A recent example of a significant chemical release was the West Fertilizer Company ammonium nitrate explosion in 2013.  That explosion killed 15 people, injured more than 160 people, and damaged or destroyed more than 150 buildings. In 2016, over 8,000 releases of hazardous substances and other non-oil pollutants were reported to the National Response Center. The National Response System we’ll be talking about today was created to address the unavoidable risk of oil and chemical spills illustrated in these slides._______________________Top 10 Chemicals at Clean Air Act Risk 	      Most Frequently Reported ReleasesManagement Plan Facilities by Volume      of Non-Oil MaterialsFlammable Mixture 	      UNKNOWN MATERIAL                       Propane Ammonia (anhydrous) 	      AMMONIA, ANHYDROUS                        Butane 		      NATURAL GASEthane 		      ETHYLENE GLYCOL  Isobutane  [Propane, 2-methyl] 	       BENZENE Propylene  [1-Propene] 	       RAW SEWAGE                     Ethylene  [Ethene] 		       SEWAGE Chlorine 		      POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS                    2-Methylpropene  [1-Propene, 2-methyl-]   SULFUR DIOXIDE 



NATIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (NRT)

• Comprised of 15 federal agencies/departments
• EPA – Chair, USCG – Vice Chair
• National-level planning, policy, and coordinating body
• Provides policy advice and national-level assistance to the 

On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) and Regional Response 
Team(s) (RRT) during a response
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Mission: To provide technical assistance, resources and 
coordination on preparedness, planning, and response 
activities for emergencies involving hazardous 
substances, pollutants and contaminants, hazmat, oil, 
weapons of mass destruction in natural and technological 
disasters and other environmental nationally significant 
incidents.
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Key point:  The NRT is a permanent existing interagency body that meets regularly to address response planning and preparedness at the national level. The NRT is ready and available to manage national level issues at the time of a response. HOWEVER, THE NRT IS THE INTERAGENCY COORDINATION POINT AT THE HQ/FEDERAL LEVEL. It is NOT a field level response organization, although it supports those responders. Talking Points:At the head of the National Response System is the U.S. National Response Team (NRT) - an organization of the 15 Federal departments and agencies that are responsible for coordinating emergency preparedness and response to oil and hazardous substance pollution incidents. The Environment Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) serve as Chair and Vice Chair respectively. The NRT meets regularly and has a robust organization of chartered committees and subcommittees preparing response guidance and other resources for the field and reviewing oil and hazmat responses to determine how to improve future responses.The NRT provides its assistance to the regional and on-scene components of the NRS -- the On-Scene Coordinator and Regional Response Teams -- which we'll be discussing shortly.The NRT and your NRT members are the subject matter experts on national response policy and should be a key resource that Senior Executives in the agency rely on and coordinate with when an oil/hazmat incident is significant enough to warrant participation by your senior leadership.  During significant oil/hazmat incidents, we expect that regional or on-scene components may request the NRT convene to coordinate interagency actions at the Washington DC/HQ level, so we want to be sure that NRT members in each NRT agency are linked to their senior leadershipIf possible, be prepared with some examples of past or current NRT activities that are important to the specific agency being briefed.



Clean Water Act (CWA) 
Section 311,

as amended  by Oil Pollution Act
(OPA 90)

National Oil & Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP)
Regulation at 40 CFR part 300 that implements the oil/hazmat response authorities in these laws

AUTHORITIES
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Key Point: The NRS is written into law. The authorities with regard to Response, Planning and Preparedness, and Enforcement are well defined.Talking Points:The National Response System is written in law.These laws are: (1) section 311 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act (OPA) of 1990, and (2) Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), which is better known as the Superfund law.In general, the purpose of these laws is to address releases or threatened releases into the environment of oil and other hazardous materials in order to protect public health, welfare, and the environment.The CWA/OPA addresses authorities with regard to oil.CERCLA addresses authorities with regard to hazardous substances, excluding oil.Both laws give the federal government enforcement authorities over the parties responsible for spills and require polluters to pay for cleanup.Both laws have planning and preparedness components, and both laws established Trust Funds that can pay for federal responses (and some other costs) when needed.   We’ll talk more about these components later.The implementing regulations for these statutes are found in the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan, or NCP.   The NCP describes the organizational structure and procedures for “preparing for” and “responding to” an oil or hazmat incident – this system is called the National Response System, or NRS.  



Chemical and 
Biological 

Warfare Agents
Quick Reference 

Guides

Emerging 
Risks:

Responder 
Awareness 

Training

NRT STRUCTURE AND PRODUCTS
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Key Point: The NRT is made up of a robust structure of committees which develop national guidance, training products, and response tools for use throughout the National Response SystemTalking Points:As remarked earlier, the National Response Team meets regularly and has a robust organization of chartered committees and subcommittees, preparing response guidance and other resources for the field and reviewing oil and hazmat responses to determine how to improve future responses.The NRT consists of three primary Committees – Preparedness, Response, and Science & Technology. Each committee has one or more chartered subcommittees and/or workgroups. All committees, subcommittees, and workgroups are inherently interagency in nature and all of the developed products are created collaboratively with an end goal of consensus approval by the NRT Membership before publication.Agency participation for all committees is coordinated by the NRT Member.  Agency representatives from all levels of the organization (Headquarters to Field Office) are welcome to participate as subject matter experts, though all requests for participation should be directed through the NRT Member.



SUPPORT TO RRTS!

• We serve you.
– Research specific topics that are applicable 

RRT-wide.

– Provide technical and policy documents and 
research.

– Work HQ-level policy issues and concerns.
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NRT WECLOMES 
RRT PARTICIPATION

• NRT Member Meeting participation 
– Lessons learned

– Best practices

– Case studies and success stories

– Committee and subcommittee participation
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NRT/RRT ANNUAL MEETING

• Tuesday June 26 - Thursday, June 28, 2018.

• Wyndham Philadelphia Historic District hotel in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

• All RRTs are welcome.

• Hotel block closes THIS Friday!

• Agenda will be released soon. 
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QUESTIONS
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Roger Fernandez
Executive Director
National Response Team

U.S. EPA
Washington, DC 20460

+1-202-343-9386

nrt.org
epa.gov/emergency-response 
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