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• Looking into NRC reports of mystery sheens.  Noted ANNA C and 
GATE CITY on BSR.  
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• Admin Order 
issued to owner in 
Dec.

• Given until Jan 31 
to clean both 
vessels with FOSC 
oversight.  
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Sunrise, Jan 10, 2018, rcvd 
report of  oil discharging from 
a partially sunken towboat in 
the Big Sandy River at ~ 7.8 
miles upstream from the Ohio 
River (~Butler, WV). The 116 
foot Gate City reportedly sank 
overnight on the WV side with 
5-7,000 gallons of oil and 
diesel on board. Heavy oil was 
observed in the water around 
the vessel and sporadic oiling 
on the shoreline ~0.5 mile 
downstream. 
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• NOAA ran 
calculations for 
worst case discharge 
based on initial 
observations. 

• Notifications sent out 
that morning to 
multiple federal, 
state & partner 
agencies.
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Three water intakes in proximity:
• Kenova
• Ashland
• South Point

ORSANCO & intakes notified.
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• WV & KY 
• ORSANCO
• Intakes
• Other stakeholders
.
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• EFH (Essential Fish Habitat) and State NHPA (National 

Historical Preservation Act) and SHPOs. 
• ACOE & CST
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• Remote location
• Temperatures 
• Steep, rugged terrain
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• River/current fluctuations
– Rise/fall
– Air gap

• Heavy drift
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Gate City Disposal
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