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A Long History of Impacted Wildlife



History of Tri-State

40 Years of Service to Wildlife:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-UUehynOkM

http://www.buzzardsbay.org/oilspill-4-28-03.htm

archives.chicagotribune.com

Associated Press

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-UUehynOkM


Early Decontamination Attempts

Shampoos, kitty litter, 

organic sorbent 
products, various soaps, 

oils…



Establishing Best Practices



Tri-State’s Oil Spill Response Program

 Dedicated Staff
 Over 40 years of experience

 State of the art facility

 Training, planning, and 
response

 Local, regional and 
international reach

www.tristatebird.org/oil



Tri-State’s Wildlife Response Annex



Non-Spill Activities

 Contingency Planning

 Workshops

 Education

 Supporting Rehabilitators & 
Industry Partners

 Drills & Exercises

 Attending Meetings

 Conferences

 Research



Preparedness: Contract Services

• Pre-Identified Facilities

• Facility Plans

• Stockpile Supplies 

• Training Seminars 

• Area Committee Meetings

• Organize Exercises

• Response Services 

• Wildlife Response Plan



Preparedness: Permits

• Annual renewal process

• As industry changes & 
expands, we seek new 
permits

• Specific reporting 
procedures

• Partnership with 
Agencies

• Implications in 
preparedness & 
treatment for 
contaminated wildlife

• Relationships, resources

• Threatened & 
Endangered Species



Caribbean Island Preparedness

 CRRT

 Developed a Wildlife Response 
Plan 

 Created a non-perishable 
stockpile 

 Outlined perishables for 
purchase

 Joint workshop with Sea Alarm 
Foundation in Trinidad & 
Tobago



Global Oiled Wildlife Response System

• 11 Organizations

• 1st Stage (JIP 20) 

• Industry Funded (IPIECA)

• Develop Tier 3 Structure

• Deliverables: 

• Animal Standards 

• SOP

• Governance Structure

• Readiness Information

• 2nd Stage (Beta Phase)

• Funded by Oil Spill Response 
Limited (OSRL)

• Readiness activities

• Operations

• Reach out to Stakeholders

• Industry support through the 
Industry Advisory Group (IAG)



Initial Notification

24 Hour Response Hotline:

800-261-0980

TSBRR Coordinates with:

US DOI

US FWS

State/Territory Wildlife Trustee(s) 



Levels of Activation

 Alert

 Assessment

 Response



Integration into the Incident



Who Makes Up an Oiled Wildlife Response?

 Key Players: 

EPA/USCG

Volunteers

Federal

Agencies

State

Agencies



Oiled Wildlife Response Considerations

 Potentially Hazardous 
Contaminant

 Safety

 Containment

 Number of Animals

 Variety of species

 Rapid fluctuation 

 Facility Demands

 Housing requirements

 Water specifications

 Large Demand on 
Resources

 Legal Considerations

 Agency collaboration

 Evidentiary concerns



So What Goes Into ‘Cleaning’ Wildlife?



Thank you!

Save the Date:

13th International Effects of Oil on Wildlife Conference


