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Grounding Events in Puerto Rico

» Mainly recreational vessels.

» Areas of most reports:

Cabo Rojo/Lajas
Culebra
Guayama/Salinas
Ceiba/Fajardo

« These cases can be processed by state and
federal laws.
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During a grounding event...

human life can be on risk: saving lives is the priority of most agencies.



During a grounding event...

damage to property can result, in some cases, total loss.




During a grounding event...

oil spills might occur.




During a grounding event...




What are we underestimating?




Environmental impacts:

| AII coral specres are protected by
. state laws and 7 species are

e o considered endangered
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Reported groundings per year
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Protocol for attending grounding
events in Puerto Rico

* Purpose
« Legal framework
« Operational concepts
Complex groundings (ICC)
Simple groundings
- DNER Rangers

* Field technicians
« Other Agencies intervention

* Flow chart
» Contacts




To legally proceed against the responsible party of a
grounding, a proper documentation of different aspects is
required.

There are distinct levels of information that help in the
process of the evaluation of the impacts and restoration of
natural resources.

The objective Is to optimize the use of the DNER and NOAA
resources while supporting the legal processes to obtain
necessary funding for the restoration of the impacted area.




Legal Framework

Law for the Protection, Conservation and Management
of Coral Reefs in Puerto Rico. (Law 147, 1999)

Article 4

The Departament will establish a protocol to attend grounding events that
occur on coral reef and coral associeted communities.

Article 6

Empowers the Secretary to implement all the appropiate actions against
the owner or captains that run aground in coral reefs to restore the
impacted system.

Article 9

The Secretary can implement and administrative fine, the payment of a
reasonable fee that satisfies the costs of incurring in the repair of any type
of damage caused by any person who infringes the dispositions of this law
or the regulations aproved in the virtue of it.




Legal Framework

Law of Navigation and Nautical Safety of Puerto
Rico (Law 430, 2000)

* Regulation for the Inscription, Navigation and Marine
Safety of Puerto Rico (Regulation 6979, 2005)

e Article 21 :
e Grounding accidents have to be notified within the following
8 hours to the incident.
 When for the removal of a vessel assistance is needed,
coordination with the DNER is required.

COMISIONADO

NAVEGACION




Legal Framework

Law of Wildlife of Puerto Rico
(Law 241, 1999)

Regulation 6766: Regulation to rule vulnerable and
endangered species in the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico.

Regulation 6765: Regulation to rule the Conservation
and Management of Wildlife, Exotic Species and
Hunting.




Do the responsible party (RP) notified about the
incident in less than 8 hours?

> No ($250 fine)

!

Is the vessel still aground?

| Is there fuel in it?

v

‘ Yes (Call the USCG) ‘

.

Is there an oil spill?

A 4

Call the USCG and the EQB. Keep away
from the area.

Was not able to
identify the RP

Is the responsible party an
american citizen?

If the person didn’t register the
entrance to american territory,
communicate with the US Customs
and Border Protection Agency.




Accident report used by the DNER Rangers
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Initial response

- DNER Rangers verify the information

* Fill out the established forms for the legal
Drocess.

» Establish communication with the technical staff
for evaluation
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LLENE TODOS LOS ENCASILLADOS(INDIQUE AQUELLOS QUE NO APLICAN CON “N/A™)

MAVEGACION

ROMERT ¥ DIRRECION TFEFATOR EDAD DEL OFERADOR, Experiencia del operador |
___ARos TONESTETICODE | CON OTRAS
EMEARCACION EMEARCACIONES
FECHA DE NACIMIENTO muns { Jmenes de 20 boras { Jmenes de 20 beras
TELEFONO
ROMERE ¥ DIRRECION DEL TUERT JEMBARCACION ALQUILADAT | AD § ¥
5__ m ()Ningume {) Otrafespecifique):
(JUSCE Amiary
U5, Pewer Squadrom
TELEFONO # de persomas sbarde HCm Rejs Americans
(JELA. d Poerto Rico
EMBARCACTION =1 (ESTA EMBARCACION)
Fumern de registra Fombre Rlarca Tlodela Fum. de identificacion del
CRSCO
| TIFO DE EMEARCACION | TIFO DE CASCO | MOTOR FROFULSION CORETRUCCION
{ )Sim cabina {)Maders {)Foers de bords Numers de motores Falers,
{ JCem cabina { }Alminis { |Dentrs d¢ Bords (gaveling) | Caballes de Foerza (toral) Afie d¢ comtroccitn de ln
{ JVela amcliar {}Acere { |Demire de Borda {diese]) Tips de Combusiible smbsrcacidn
{ Vel (zelemente} { )" Fiberghim™ { JDentre | Foers de bords Se Je kiro impeccion de seguridad
Hgma.nm { Meemarind {)Propukitn  chorras (s () e
ams { MDtra{especifique): (Adlo__ ) () Estatal
{ JOrre{zspecifique): () Otre
INFORMACION DEL ACCIDENTE
i, DL am N -’ Ir EBITIUU.C]:M prensni
pm. Latitud
Longitud
EETADOD CITDAD OFUEBLOMAECERCANG MURICTFIO




Technical staff

Impact Evaluation

Emergency response
Communication with RP/ Insurance
Communication with other agencies




Extension of the problem

Abandoned vessels







What can you do?

* Volunteer!!!
* Report

* Fund

* Educate




Communication network

 DNER
Rangers:
« 787-724-5700
Marine Ecologgy Division
* njimenez@drna.pr.gov 787-230-5555 ¢ 787-645-5593
 yrivera@drna.pr.gov 787-400-6337
National Response Center (NRC)
1-800-424-8802
USCG
787-289-2041 /| 787-340-1677
NOAA
Sean Giriffin: 787-667-7750
Michael Nemeth: 939-202-6311
U.S. Border Protection
Private Vessel Query: 787-729-6840
Airoport (24/7): 787-253-4520 o0 787-253-4540




Conclusion

Nilda M. Jiménez
Marine Ecology Division
njimenez@drna.pr.gov
787-230-5555
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