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The RRT has reviewed the response niche for surface washing agents as presented in the Selection Guide (vol. I).  The Response & Technology Committee provided training, case studies, and scenario exercises during 2006 to explore the need for this response countermeasure and the need for any guidance, test protocols, or pre-authorization for use of surface washing agents.

The RRT determined that:

1. There is not a need to develop pre-authorization for use of surface washing agents.  The RRT did not feel that the effective use of surface washing agents would be subject to a time-critical window of opportunity as is the case with some countermeasures such as dispersants, in-situ burning, or solidifiers.  All use of surface washing agents, will therefore be on a case-by-case basis and reviewed by the incident-specific RRT prior to authorizing any application.

2. Surface washing agents may be of the “lift and float” type whereby oil is lifted from the surface of the oiled substrate or material and then fully floats on the surface of the water.  Some surface washing agents “lift and disperse” the oil making effective containment and recovery of the released oil more limited or impossible depending on the degree of dispersing action.  Generally, the RRT prefers use of a “lift and float” type surface washing agent in order to enhance recovery.  However, some circumstances may warrant consideration of other products that lift and disperse or lift and partially disperse.

3. The selection guide provides good surface washing agent evaluation information and comparisons of products on the current EPA product schedule.  This information should be reviewed prior to submitting any request for use to the RRT.  

4. The RRT requires that documentation of use be provided following a cleanup.  The RRT may specify what to provide in the documentation and may condition use as appropriate for the incident.  Generally, the RRT will require photos, estimates of effectiveness, recovery estimates, amount of product used, and amount of oil/area treated.  Test applications may be required prior to granting full operational use approval.  

5. The use of surface washing agents in or near critically designated habitats and special sensitive areas may require additional safeguards, evaluations, tests, limitations, or protective measures if approved.

