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The M/V Aubi, a 49’ powered catamaran, ran aground on a coral reef 
on 14 May 2015 near La Cueva del Indio, Arecibo, Puerto Rico within a 
newly established Marine Reserve. 



• Well developed fringing reef
• Composed of large brain and 

boulder corals
• Significant stands and large 

colonies of the ESA threatened 
Elkhorn coral



• Thanks to response by Coast Guard an oil spill was prevented
• However the grounding resulted in significant impacts to coral reef resources 

 Flattening hundreds of square meters of reef structure  in 0.5 -1.5 m depth
 Detaching and fragmenting thousands of corals
 Created two large berms of loose corals and rubble



• Vessel impacted ~ 366 m2 of 
coral reef

• Approximately 7,000 corals 
detached, fragmented, 
pulverized

• Estimate of number of corals 
quantified from adjacent 
unimpacted reef



Immediately following the removal of 
the vessel, over 20 people worked 2 
days to cache corals and remove as 
much rubble as possible before the 
swells increased



• NOAA Restoration Center 
mobilized a restoration 
crew led by Sea Ventures 

• Utilized an emergency 
response fund set up 
with support from 
various NOAA programs

• Approximately 1,500 
corals, including 100 
fragments of Elkhorn 
coral, were reattached 

• Additional restoration 
needed but funding was 
not available





• The large amount of rubble 
generated by this grounding 
posed an immediate risk in 
damaging healthy corals when 
mobilized by swells

• 10m3 of rubble were removed 
from the site during restoration 





Questions?
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