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Response Doctrine: 
Five Key Principles

1. Engaged partnership     
2. Tiered response 
3. Scalable, flexible, and 
adaptable operational 
capabilities 
4. Unity of effort through 
unified command 
5. Readiness to act 
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December 17, 2003 
Homeland Security 
Presidential 
Directive/HSPD-8

http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1406717583765-996837bf788e20e977eb5079f4174240/FINAL_National_Protection_Framework_20140729.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1406717583765-996837bf788e20e977eb5079f4174240/FINAL_National_Protection_Framework_20140729.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/federal-interagency-operational-plans
http://www.fema.gov/federal-interagency-operational-plans
https://www.fema.gov/site-page/recovery-support-functions
https://www.fema.gov/site-page/recovery-support-functions


4

Mission Areas:
Prevention - The capabilities necessary to avoid, prevent, or stop a 
threatened or actual act of terrorism within the U.S.

Protection - The capabilities to secure the homeland against acts of 
terrorism and manmade or natural disasters

Mitigation - The capabilities necessary to reduce loss of life and property 
by lessening the impact of disasters

Response - The capabilities necessary to save lives, protect property and 
the environment, and meet basic human needs after an incident has 
occurred

Recovery - The capabilities necessary to help communities affected by 
an incident in recovering effectively
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http://www.fema.gov/national-planning-frameworks

Learn more online:

http://www.fema.gov/ppd8

Send us e-mail:

PPD8-Engagement@fema.dhs.gov

http://www.fema.gov/national-planning-frameworks
http://www.fema.gov/ppd8
mailto:PPD8-Engagement@fema.dhs.gov
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Whole Community Concept
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“National Planning Meta-Scenarios” (15)
Improvised Nuclear Device 
Major Earthquake 
Aerosol Anthrax 
Major Hurricane 
Pandemic Influenza 
Radiological Dispersal Device 
Plague 
Improvised Explosive Device 
Blister Agent 
Food Contamination 
Toxic Industrial Chemicals 
Foreign Animal Disease 
Nerve Agent 
Cyber Attack 
Chlorine Tank Explosion 
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Latin America & Caribbean
Ebola Virus Disease (LAC-EVD)

Contingency Plan

Information Analysis Brief

The overall classification of this brief is: 
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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