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Agency Role.





The department of Labor (DOL) through the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) occupies a dual role in regard to emergency situations. OSHA’s two separate and distinct responsibilities are as follows:  (1) To provide advice under both the National Contingency Plan (NCP) and the Federal Response Plan (FRP); and (2) To enforce safety and health standards and carry out the policies and procedures contained in applicable OSHA instructions. 





Responsibilities.





OSHA’s role under the NCP recognizes those enforcement duties and provides that on request, OSHA will provide safety and health advice and assistance to the EPA, the U.S. Coast Guard and other NRT/RRT agencies as well as the On Scene Coordinator/Remedial Project Manager (OSC/RPM) regarding hazards to persons engaged in responses activities.  OSHA is assigned two basic duties under the FRP:  (1) Emergency Support Function (ESF) # 3 Public Works and Engineering in which the Department of Defense Corps of Engineers is the primary agency.  The function under ESF # 3 is to provide supplemental assistance in debris removal or demolition activities.  (2) ESF# 10 Hazardous Materials and Oil in which the EPA is the primary agency.  OSHA’s role under ESF # 10 is also to provide advice and assistance to other agencies and the OSC/RPM.  In addition, ESF # 9 Urban Search and Rescue calls upon the Department of Labor (DOL) to provide specialized equipment, as available, and other support to the Department of Defense (DOD) as required.�


Capabilities and Abilities.





Within the parameters of resources and feasibility, the technical assistance provided by OSHA may include assistance with exposure monitoring and help with compliance and other technical questions.  OSHA does not develop or maintain site safety plans.  The OSHA Health Response Team (HRT) located in Salt Lake City, Utah can provide assistance in dealing with incidences involving  hazardous wastes and other related incidences.  OSHA’s Office of Construction and Engineering can provide technical assistance in support of ESF # 3.  The OSHA Internet web page (www.osha.gov) offers information under the Technical Information Technical Links section. 





Response Scenarios.





Some examples of possible response scenarios include the following:  In a declared emergency under the Federal Response Plan (FRP), the EPA under ESF # 10 could request OSHA to provide advice and support on air contaminants and personal protective equipment.  The Corps of Engineers could request advice under ESF # 3 regarding structures and buildings damaged in a natural disaster.  Also, OSHA may provide air monitoring to protect workers from contaminants associated with in-situ burning.


