
From Response to Coordinated Research

Established 2011

www.gulfresearchinitiative.org



!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŜǇǿŀǘŜǊ IƻǊƛȊƻƴ ƻƛƭ ǎǇƛƭƭΧ

Credit: SAUL LOEB/AFP/Getty Images

Credit: AP Photo/Charlie Riedel

GoMRIwas established as a 
broad, independent  10-year 
research program.  

GoMRIis not part of the Natural 
Resource Damage Assessment, the 
Clean Water Act Penalties, the National 
Academy's Gulf Research Program, or 
the National Fish and Wildlife 
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ DǳƭŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
Benefit Fund.  



Research Board

Å Rita Colwell ςUMD & JHU

Å Margaret Leinen ςSIO

Å Debra Benoit ςNicholls State

Å Peter Brewer ςMBARI

Å Richard Dodge ςNOVA SE

Å John Farrington ςWHOI

Å Kenneth HalanychςAuburn

Å David Halpern ςNASA

Å William Hogarth ςFIO 

Å CecilieMauritzen- NIVA

Å Raymond OrbachςTxAustin

Å Jürgen Rullkötter ςUniversity of 
Oldenburg, Germany

Å David Shaw ςMSU

Å Rick Shaw ςLSU

Å John Shepherd ςUniversity of 
Southampton, UK

Å Bob Shipp ςSouth Alabama

Å Burton Singer ςFlorida

Å CiroSumayaςTexas A&M

Å Dennis WiesenburgςUSM

Å Dana YoergerςWHOI

Å Michael Carron ςGOMA PD*

Å Charles Wilson ςGOMA CSO*

*Ex Officio 



Mission and Goal

MISSION: to implement an independent research program 
that will 

(1) Study the effects of the Deepwater Horizon incident and the 
potential associated impact of this and similar incidents on the 
environment and public health and

(2) Develop improvements for spill mitigation, oil detection and 
characterization, and advanced remediation technologies.

Dh![Υ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ 
to and mitigate the impacts of petroleum pollution and 
related stressors of the marine and coastal ecosystems



Research Themes

1. PHYSICALDISTRIBUTION, dispersion, and dissolution of petroleum, its 
constituents, and associated contaminants under the action of physical 
oceanographic processes, air-sea interactions, and tropical storms

2. CHEMICAL EVOLUTION and BIOLOGICAL DEGRADATION of the 
petroleum/dispersant system and subsequent interactions with coastal, open-
ocean, and deep-water ecosystems 

3. ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS of the petroleum/dispersant system on the sea floor, 
water column, coastal waters, beach sediment, wetlands, marshes and 
organisms, and the science of ecosystem recovery

4. TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENTS for improved response, mitigation, detection, 
characterization, and remediation associated with oil spills and gas releases

5. PUBLIC HEALTH impacts of oil spills including behavioral, socioeconomic, 
environmental risk assessment, community capacity, and other population health 
considerations and issues



Scientific Integrity

Å GoMRI uses National Science Board peer evaluation protocols to select 
funded research

Å Independent reviews  are comprised of scientific peers not affiliated with  
institutions who lead proposed projects  to avoid conflict of interest in 
the selection of funded research

Å All reviewers sign conflict of interest and non-disclosure statements

Å Individual researchers will comply with professional standards as defined 
by the National Academies of Science

Å All GoMRI-funded researchers conduct independent and objective work 
with no influence from BP

Å Researchers independently publish their results in peer-reviewed 
scientific journals with no requirement for BP approval



Funded Research to Date = $353.6M

ÅAlternating RFPs for consortia (> 3 institutions)  and 

small research teams ( 1-4 investigators).

Å41 states

Å240 academic institutions

Å16 countries

As of Jan 2016:

Å>637 scientific peer-reviewed publications

Å>2300 scientific presentations and posters

Å> 3200 scientists

Å~800 graduate students
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