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NWS Overview



NWS Overview

• 24/7, Routine forecasts

– Temperatures, rain chances

– Aviation

– Marine

– Fire Weather

– Hydrological

– Watches, warnings, advisories



SPOT Forecasts



Plume Modeling (Airborne Hazards)



Webpage Resources

• www.weather.gov

– Click on Office



On-Site Support

• NWS can provide experts in an EOC/ICP

• Available on a case-by-case basis

• Trained meteorologists and hydrologists

• Relationship with local office?

• Reach back to Regional Operations Center if 
needed

• Exercise support as well!



Regional Weather Picture



Preliminary Damage Paths

• FEMA HQ Requirement in 2015
– Initial, best estimate polygon of potential 

tornado damage
• When:  catastrophic damage to homes, businesses or 

infrastructure, fatalities, national media attention

• Not for every tornado!

– GIS-shapefile available via a GIS service
• Password protected

– Timing:  As soon as possible after a tornado 
occurs





High Resolution Satellite Imagery

• Different Sources

– USGS

– NOAA

– Also aircraft imagery

• NWS can request the above for weather 
events









Damage Assessment Toolkit



Sources:

• Damage Assessment Toolkit:  
https://apps.dat.noaa.gov/StormDamage/DamageViewer/

• For more information on satellite imagery 
and/or the preliminary damage path tool

– NWS Southern Region ROC: 682-703-3747 or      
sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
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Regional Operations Center
Fort Worth, TX

Phone: (817) 978-1100 x147 
E-mail: sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
Web: http://www.srh.noaa.gov

https://www.facebook.com/NWSSouthern (NEW link!!)

@NWS_Southern_US https://twitter.com/NWS_Southern_US
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