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Background
NOAA’s Marine Debris Division &
Regional Response Planning Project



NOAA

Established in 2006 

December 2012: Marine 
Debris Act 

Vision: the global ocean and 
its coasts free from the 
impacts of marine debris

NOAA Marine Debris Program History

NOAA/NOS/ORR/MARINE DEBRIS DIVISION
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Team of 16 including leadership, 
science, and communication staff

Regional Coordinators in RRT IV
Kim Albins, Gulf of Mexico
Sarah Latshaw, Southeast

Program Staff
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Debris from Hurricane Katrina



2005-2012: Case-by-case
• Hurricanes Katrina and Rita (2005)

• American Samoa Tsunami (2009)

• Japan Tsunami (2011)

• Super Storm Sandy (2012)

MDP: Response History



2012: MDP Reauthorization
• Includes specific language on 

response mandate

2014: Response Planning
• Internal: Developing a response 

framework and list of core services

• External: Working with relevant 
agencies to create Regional 
Response Plans

MDP: Response History



Improve preparedness for response to and 
recovery from acute marine debris 

incidents in coastal states

Note: Project only specifically addresses “acute” debris incidents, 
such as disaster debris, and may not apply to chronic marine 

debris issues

Response Planning Project Goal



Any persistent solid material that is manufactured 
or processed and directly or indirectly, 

intentionally or unintentionally, disposed of or 
abandoned into the marine environment or Great 

Lakes (33 U.S.C. § 1956(3))

Marine Debris Definition



1. Develop actionable response and recovery 
plans for acute marine debris incidents in 
coastal states.
Consolidate waterway response information into a single 
document using information from existing plans, programs and 
agency authorities

2. Conduct marine debris response exercises/drills 
to test plans and identify gaps in response.
Stand-alone exercises or as injects in larger response drills

Project Objectives



3. Support the integration of response plan 
content into other existing local, state, federal 
or regional plans and trainings.
Such as U.S. Coast Guard Area Contingency Plans, Emergency 
Management Plans, etc.

Project Objectives (cont’d)



Project Status
State Overview &
Plan Development Process



State Overview

Plan Complete

In Process

Passive Research



1. Background research - MS, SC, NJ, NY

2. Engage stakeholders: one on one 

3. Document roles, responsibilities, 
point of contacts and jurisdictions

4. Outline permitting and compliance 
structure

5. Engage stakeholders: workshops - NC

6. Plan writing

7. Stakeholder agency review - FL 

8. Plan publication 

9. Ongoing plan maintenance and 
exercises - AL 

Plan Development Process



Plan Development Process

Federal Agencies State Agencies (AL, FL)

County Agencies



Response Plan 
Contents



I. Introduction

II. Background Risk: Foreseeable 
Incidents and Debris Types

III. Agency Roles, Responsibilities, 
and Jurisdictions

IV. Permitting and Compliance 
Requirements

V. Gaps and Recommended 
Actions

VI. Agency Response Capabilities

VII.Agency Contact Information

Plan Contents
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Purpose

Scope of  Plan: 

functionally and 

geographically

Plan Maintenance

Plan Contents
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Field Reference Guide

Plan Contents



Alabama Incident Waterway Debris Response Action Flowchart



Alabama Incident Waterway Debris Response Action Flowchart





Process to Stay in 
Compliance

Agency Contact 
Information and Details



Capabilities Matrix



Next
Steps



Alabama

• Tabletop exercise March 3

• Annual contact information verification April 2016

Florida

• Stakeholder review of draft plan March 2016

• Copy edit finalization April 2016

North Carolina

• Workshop April 6-7

• Copy edit finalization June 2016

Mississippi & South Carolina

• Workshops late summer 2016 with plan finalization in 
September 2016

Response Planning Next Steps



• Coordinate with partner agencies to incorporate 
marine debris response scenarios into planned 
exercises and drills

• Host marine debris-centric exercises with partner 
agencies

• Support incorporation of content into other existing 
plans

Response Planning Next Steps



Questions?

Regional Response Planning


