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Matthew Huyser, OSC, EPA 
&

Kevin Boyd, LCDR, USCG

Science & Technology Workgroup
Region 4 Regional Response
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Note: The Environment has and            
continues to be a Priority!

Human health

Environmental health

ACP, GRP, ESI, daily decisions

WE DO THIS EVERYDAY!

Listed Endangered Species                               
– This is a Special Case

Do our actions impact Endangered Species?

Everyone MUST consider! 

Federal agencies no exception! 



DETERMINATION: 
Does our Action Impact 
Endangered Species?

GO/NO GO: 
Can we proceed with our Action as planned?

CONSERVATION MEASURES:
Is there a way to reduce risks to endangered 
species/habitat

PARTNERSHIPS
Communication w/ Trustees & Other Management



Use of Dispersants

Use of In-Situ Burning



Authored by Brad Benggio (NOAA, SSC),(then LCDR)

Concurrence from Services in the Determination: 

May Effect, not Likely to Adversely Effect



DUP and ISB Plans are/have been revised!

New Information available from Gulf of Mexico

New Species

New Critical Habitats

New Guidance: Essential Fish Habitats



Red Zone
Not Authorized

(No Red Zones currently designated)

Yellow Zone
Consultation Required

Green Zone

**Preauthorized Area**
Marine Offshore waters 

> 3 NM

AND

 10 meter depth

 Out to EEZ boundary



National Product Schedule

Surface Application Only

In Adherence w/ Protocol



Cetaceans





Fish





Sea Grass



Sirenia



Birds



Within Green Zone (29 Species, 34 Critical Habitats)

25 NOAA Species

27 NOAA Critical Habitats

3 USFWS Species

1 Joint NOAA/USFWS Specie

7 Joint NOAA/USFWS Critical Habitat

Outside Green Zone (49 Species, 34 Critical Habitats)

34 Joint NOAA/USFWS Critical Habitats

49 USFWS Species



Previous BA - 1996

{New Activity



Endangered Species
Threatened Species
Critical Habitats
Proposed Species & Critical Habitats

AND 

Essential Fish Habitats





Magnuson Stevens Fishery Management Act
Consultation Required

Consultation Agency
National Marine Fisheries Service

Management Agencies
National Marine Fisheries Service

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council



Fishery in Jeopardy

Essential Fish Habitat 
– Habitat Types of 
Fishery in Jeapardy

Essential Fish Habitat 
Boundary for Fishery 

in Jeopardy

Essential Fish Habitat 
– Fishery 

Management Plan







EFH-HAPC

Florida Middle Grounds 

&

Madison Swanson Sites



EFH-HAPC

Pulley Ridge 

&

Tortugas North & South



EFH-HAPC

General Description

EFH-HAPC

Specific Description



South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
9 Defined EFH

11 Defined EFH-HAPCs

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
8 Defined EFH

5 Defined EFH-HAPCs

National Marine Fisheries Service
Shares EFH as Defined by Management Councils

1 Defined EFH-HAPC





Develop Partnerships

Learn Content/Develop Outline

Get Help - Agency & Contractor Support

Get to Work!!!  - Build a Biological Assessment iaw Law & Guidance 

EPA Intern    NMFS    NOAA    EPA     USCG





Maintain BA at Regional Level versus distribute 
and require 8 BAs from Area Committees

Save time from limited Field Resources

Save time from the Services having to read 8 BAs

Setup in such a way to reduce having to rewrite 
each time a new specie/habitat is listed. 

Specie Layouts

Record of Changes

1 or 2 specie consult in future vs. 60+



Species & Critical 
Habitats Layouts & Tables

Quick Access
What applies to my AOR?

What BMPs can be added 

to the GRP or ACP?

What belongs with my Planning 
Section Chief/ Environmental Unit 
Leader

Most current/latest info will be 
maintained and available on RRT4 
website. 







Winter

Migration

Breeding

Nearshore 

Productive

Sargassum













Dr. Jacqui Michel

&

Dr. Adriana Bejarano

Extremely fortunate for 
RPI’s support

Needed for Guidance

Needed for Baseline
Toxicity / Modeling (Plume)

Latest review of scientific 
information

Are Dispersants and ISB 
operations a viable option?

Needed for Content 
Analysis 

Best available information



Latest Science of Dispersants, In-Situ burn ops
250+ scientific references used, covering latest 
information from labs and DWH

Latest Policy Changes including new listing of 
species and critical habitats

Latest Understanding of Resources and Technology



(Bejarano – Research Planning, Inc., 2016)

Chapter 5   

Chapter 6   

Chapter 7   

Chapter 1   (Introduction)

Chapter 2   (Proposed Action)

(Protocols, &)

(Toxicity)

Chapter 3   (List of Species, 

Critical Habitats, 

Essential Fish Habitats)

Chapter 4 (Environmental 

Baseline)

(Effects of Action 

in the           

Green Zone) 



MISLE Data collected (2002-2015)

Analyzed (Location, Size, Types of Oil Spilled)

10 Dispersant Scenarios

5 Locations
MS, AL

Tampa 

Key West 

Savannah/Charleston 

North Carolina

2 Oil Types



2002-2015

Outliers Possible
But its what we 
have, and it is 
useable!



2002-2015

Outliers Possible
But its what we 
have, and it is 
useable!



2002-2015

Outliers Possible
But its what we 
have, and it is 
useable!





Assessment is still being completed

Results/Determinations will be made by NOAA 
& USFWS upon review of BA.

No Effect, 
Insignificant

May Effect, 

Not Likely to Adversely 
Effect

May Effect, 

Likely to Adversely 
Effect

Will Effect



March 2016 – Coordinate with RRT6 to develop 
common protocols and forms

March/April 2016 – Draft BA Complete

April 2016 – Letters/BA from RRT4 to Services 

TBD - Await Determination from the Services

TBD – Review Responses/Update RCP BA Outcome

TBD – Update RCP/ACP/GRPs Conservation Measures

TBD - Brief Area Committees on Final BA 

Annual Verification -BA will be verified Annually by 
RRT4 w/ Services

BA Verification Period – January thru March.



NOAA
Brad Benggio (SSC)

Kyle Baker (NOAA)

Rachel Sweeney (NOAA)

Dave Dale (NMFS)

DOI/USFWS
Joyce Stanley

Greg Masson

Richard Knudson

EPA
Gary Andrews

Jim Webster

Steve Touw

Matt Huyser*

*Project Lead

Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council

Dr. John Froeschke

Claire Roberts

South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council

Dr. Roger Pugliese

U.S. Coast Guard
Forest Willis

Darrel Wieland

LCDR Stacey Crecy

LCDR Kevin Boyd

LCDR Lori Laughlin

LCDR Thelma Cabantac

LT Traci Fiametta

MST1 James Larson

CG-5

OSC Martinsburg

Research Planning, Inc.
Dr. Jacqueline Michel

Dr. Adriana Bejarano

U.S. Navy
Mr. John Baxter

Gulf Strike Team
Sector St. Petersburg



Gary Andrews, EPA

Jim Webster, EPA

Matthew Huyser, OSC, EPA

Huyser.Matthew@epa.gov 

Forest Willis, USCG

Darrel Wieland, USCG

Kevin Boyd, LCDR, USCG

kevin.c.boyd@uscg.mil




