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Executive Summary
I. Introduction

The following are the Challenges, Lessons Learned, and Best Practices to share from incidents or activities in the region in the past year.
II. Challenges
A demanding or stimulating situation that required close scrutiny by the RRT. Challenges with an interagency or intergovernmental component would be most helpful: 
a. Revitalization of workgroups.
b. Coordination with NRT subcommittees and guidance.
c. Funding and Participation: meeting facilities, travel costs, participation.
d. Transferring data and documents from former website to the new NRT hosted website.
III. Lessons Learned
Derived from a problem that you encountered through an incident or exercise: 
a. Wildlife Response Actions and Lessons Learned from two Recent Incidents in Virginia (presented at the May 2016 RRT III Meeting).
b. Lessons Learned for an emergency response is provided in Section II-D.
c. Due to turnover of standing RRT members, education and re-education on response practices and decision making is necessary. 

IV. Best Practices
An institutionalized process that was derived from a lesson learned and can be applied to other situations or incidents: 
a. Providing meeting participation from a distance for members, speakers, and other interested parties (e.g., LEPCs).
V. Conclusion

The RRT has revitalized the workgroups and is utilizing the in-person meetings as working meetings to actively update and complete RRT3 related policies, plans, and response procedures/documentation. The goal is to ensure existing plans and response resources reflect current best practices and procedures. Updates to the Regional Contingency Plan and the RRT3 website are underway. 
Period of Report: 

VI. Major Activities 
A. Major/Noteworthy Response Activities 

Summary of USEPA incident response by state for FY 2016:
	DESCRIPTION
	STATE
	TOTAL

	
	DC
	DE
	MD
	PA
	VA
	WV
	

	Hazardous Substances
	3
	14
	28
	81
	52
	32
	210

	Oil
	11
	32
	166
	355
	259
	140
	963

	Radiation
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	
	3

	Other
	7
	7
	37
	155
	84
	76
	366

	Unknown
	0
	0
	3
	5
	4
	
	12

	TOTALS:
	21
	53
	235
	597
	400
	76
	1,454


Summary of USEPA incident responses by state for first quarter, FY 2017:
	DESCRIPTION
	STATE
	TOTAL

	
	DC
	DE
	MD
	PA
	VA
	WV
	

	Hazardous Substances
	1
	4
	4
	15
	10
	7
	41

	Oil
	3
	4
	30
	65
	48
	37
	187

	Radiation
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Other
	1
	1
	4
	42
	30
	17
	95

	Unknown
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTALS:
	5
	9
	38
	122
	89
	61
	324


The following table includes a list of OPA and CERCLA sites completed during the year 2016:

	Location
	Type and amount of product spilled
	Cause of spill
	Time and date of spill
	Potential responsible party (PRP)
	Key operational activities 
	Lead Coordinator Contact Information

	Dickerson, MD
	Potomac River Sheen Discharge
	Discharge of Lubricating Turbine oil
	November 28, 2016
	NRG Energy
	OPA Assessment

(E17303)
	USEPA – Washington DC Extended USEPA OSC

	Gamble, Lycoming County, PA
	1,300 barrels unleaded gasoline
	Pipeline damage from flash flooding
	October 20, 2016
	Sunoco Pipeline
	Emergency Response

OPA Assessment (#E17301)
	USEPA  –  North Central PA USEPA OSC

	Campostella Bridge, Norfolk, VA 
	200 – 300 gallons of gasoline
	Submerged vessel
	October 18, 2016
	Private owner
	Investigation

Case was federalized

Removed fuel from vessel
	USCG Sector Hampton Roads

	Chesapeake, VA
	1,000,000 gallons of UREA contaminated water
	Intentional Release
	October 6, 2016
	Kinder Morgan
	Investigation
	USCG Sector Hampton Roads

	Kent Narrows, MD
	F/V Miss Jane – discharged 20 gallons of oil

(NRC#:1159563)
	Vessel sinking
	September 21, 2016
	Private owner


	Sector IMD Oversight

Issued Administrative Order

Federalized Case
	USCG Sector Maryland NCR

	Camp Creek, WV
	Mystery Oil spill

(NRC#: 1158797)
	Mystery Spill
	September 12, 2016
	Unknown
	Assessment and Cleanup Oversight

(#16037)
	USEPA – Southwest VA/WV USEPA OSC

	Richmond, VA
	Bell’s Road Gasoline spill
	Tanker Truck casualty
	August 23, 2016
	Private owner
	Monitoring for LELs in sewer lines
	USEPA – Southeast, VA USEPA OSC

USCG Sector Hampton Roads

	Luray, Page County, VA
	No spill; Miscellaneous Chemicals in Van
(NRC#: 1157088)
	Mobile Chemical storage located
	August 2016
	Unknown
	Emergency Response

Air Monitoring

Transportation and Disposal of chemicals
	USEPA – Shenandoah Valley USEPA OSC

	Norfolk, VA
	Not defined

Believed that chemical dispersing agent used by operator
	Discharge from regulated mobile facilities during marine transfer
	September 23, 2016
	Coastal Services 
	Joint operations with Norfolk Fire Marshalls Office
	USCG Sector Hampton Roads

	Republican National Convention Cleveland, OH
	Planning for NSSE
	Coordinated with USSS/ DHS/FBI
	July 18-21, 2016
	
	HAZMAT response,

Air monitoring

Gross Decon
	USCG – Sector Buffalo, and AST

	Democratic National Convention, Philadelphia, PA
	Planning for NSSE; 

Coordination/Security
	Stood up Maritime Operations Center
	July 2016
	N/A
	Security zones on the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers

IMSS software for IAP 
	USCG Sector Delaware Bay

	Goochland, VA
	Gasoline spill from underground 12-inch pipeline
	Discovered by workers on the right-of-way
	July 7, 2016
	Plantation Pipeline
	Emergency Removal Assessment (#E163150
	USEPA – Chris Wagner

	Oswego, NY
	Lubricating Oil Release
	
	June 26, 2016
	Fitzpatrick Nuclear Power Plant
	
	USCG – Sector Buffalo

	Bradford, PA
	Discharge of crude oil from an abandoned oil well (NRC#: 1146630)
	Abandoned well discharging into Tunungwant Creek 
	May 4, 2016
	Private owner
	OPA Removal Action (#E16314)
	USEPA – Northwest PA USEPA OSC

	Washington, DC
	Sodium Hydroxide release

(NRC#: 1146630)
	Train car derailment and Release
	May 1, 2016
	CSX Railroad
	Assessment (#16030)
	USEPA – Washington DC Extended USEPA OSC

	Baltimore, MD
	Removal Action 
	RCRA materials remaining in place from condemned facility
	April 15, 2016
	American Plating
	Removal Assessment 

Removal Action (#16027)
	USEPA – Upper Chesapeake USEPA OSC

	Washington, DC
	Planning for NSSE
	Coordinated with USSS/ DHS/FBI
	March 2016
	Nuclear Security Summit
	
	USEPA – Washington DC Extended USEPA OSC

	Urbanna, VA
	Fire; 22 vessels sank
	Fire
	February 29, 2016
	Dozier’s Port Urbana Marina
	Sector IMD team oversight of vessel monitoring, assessment and Removal operation
	USCG – AST

USCG Sector Hampton Roads

	Washington, DC
	Oil spill

(NRC#: 1140784
	Discharge from a lift station at tank farm
	February 22, 2016
	
	Assessment (#16030)
	USEPA – Washington DC Extended USEPA OSC

	Smithfield, WV
	Oil Spill

10,000 gallons Heating oil

(NRC#: 1140914)
	Spill from facility AST
	February 20, 2016
	Mark West LMR 
	OPA Assessment (E16310)
	USEPA – Northcentral West Virginia USEPA OSC

	Washington, DC
	100-gallon Diesel Oil Spill 

(NRC#: 1140784)
	Spill at DC railyard; improper application of Bio Rem agent (S-200)
	February 19, 2016
	AMTRAK
	OPA Assessment (E160190)

ARTES conducted on March 18, 2016
	USEPA – Washington DC Extended OSC

	Star City, WV
	Sunken Vessel (NRC#: 1139464)
	Discharge from sunken vessel
	February 2, 2016
	Private owner
	Removal Action (E16309)

Contractor oversight
	USEPA – Northcentral West Virginia USEPA OSC

	Pennsboro, WV
	Well 085-02675 
	Removal Action
	January 31, 2016
	
	Removal Action (E16308)
	USEPA – Northcentral West Virginia USEPA OSC

	Philadelphia, PA (Philadelphia County)
	Oil Spill

(NRC#: 1138857)
	Assessment
	January 25, 2016
	
	OPA Assessment (#16307)
	EP – SE Pennsylvania USEPA OSCs

	Arlington, VA
	13,500 gallons of Mineral Oil Spilled

(NRC#: 1138891)
	Discharge from subsurface vault
	January 25, 2016
	Dominion VA Power
	OPA Assessment (#16012)

Contractor Oversight
	USEPA – Washington DC Extended USEPA OSCs

	Chesapeake, VA
	75,000 gallons of JP-1


	Oil discharged into secondary containment
	January 22, 2016
	Kinder Morgan Facility
	OPA IMD provided oversight
	USCG Sector Hampton Roads

	Staunton, VA
	Mineral Oil release

NRC#: 1137355)
	Release 
	January 7, 2016
	Dominion VA Power
	OPA Assessment

Removal Action (E16306)
	USEPA – Shenandoah Valley USEPA OSCs

	Elkridge, MD
	Oil spill (NRC#: 1137496)
	Home Heating Oil Discharge
	January 7, 2016
	Combs Property
	OPA Assessment

Removal action (E16305)

Cleanup oversight
	USEPA – Northwest PA USEPA OSC


Summary of USCG incident response by state for FY 2016

	Sector
	Total Notifications in 2016
	Total number with FPN# assigned in 2016
	Total Number Open/Ongoing in 2016
	Total Number Closed in 2016

	Sector Delaware Bay 
	48
	0
	0
	?

	Sector Maryland – NCR
	231
	6
	?
	?

	Sector Hampton Roads
	369
	1
	?
	?

	Sector North Carolina*
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sector Buffalo**
	-
	-
	-
	-

	MSU Pittsburgh
	86
	7
	?
	?

	MSU Huntington
	34
	8
	?
	?

	TOTALS
	768
	22
	
	

	NOTES:

* Sector North Carolina is part of USCG District 5 and is included here as a Standing Member Agency for RRTIII; however, all response information is reported in the Region IV RRT report to the NRT.
** Sector Buffalo is part of USCG District 9 and is included here as a Standing Member Agency for RRTIII; however, all response information is reported in the Region V RRT report to the NRT.


B. RRT Meetings 
Two RRT III Meetings were conducted in 2016. 
· SPRING 2016: The first (Spring) RRT III Meeting was held in Rehoboth Beach, DE, on May 3–5, 2016. Presentations included the following:

· Introduction to Shoreline Countermeasures Assessment Technique (SCAT)

· Wildlife Response Actions and Lessons Learned from two Recent Incidents in Virginia

· Final Environmental Sensitivity Map sets – New York Harbor, North Carolina, and Mid-Atlantic

· Biodegradation of Dispersed Oils

· RULET Database Updates:  Proposed expansion of the USS Monitor Sanctuary and the Proposed Designation of the Marrows Bay Ghost Fleet as a NOAA Sanctuary

· Rad Decon Application: A Software Tool for Radiation Response

· Boom Vane Fast Water Demonstration

· National Strike Force Updates

· Featured Agency Presentation – U.S. Department of Health & Human Services/Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

· Potomac River Mineral Oil Spill

· FALL 2016:  The second (Fall) RRT III Meeting was held in Plymouth Meeting, PA on November 15–17. Presentations included the following:

· When Every Second Counts – Innovations in Oil/Fuel Spill Control

· Alternative Response Technology Evaluation System (ARTES) Process Training
· 2015-2016 SONS Columbia River Gorge Exercise
· Emergency Consultation for Endangered Species and Essential Fish Habitat
· Petroleum Oil Incident Annex 2016 – Crude Oil Subcommittee – USCG Sector Hampton Roads

· Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: Oil Spill Response Plans and Information Sharing for High-Hazard Flammable Trains – HM-251B
· All agendas, meeting minutes, and presentations are attached as well as posted to the RRT III Website (https://www.nrt.org/Meetings2016).
C. Committee and Working Group Updates
The most significant achievement was the revitalization of the workgroups during the November 2016 meeting in Plymouth Meeting, PA. Membership was established for the new workgroups and many tasks were brought to the table for each workgroup to accomplish for the benefit of the RRT III community. Each workgroup held individual sessions to strategize, prioritize, and develop action plans for addressing critical needs for each. The RRT III is expected to continue working under this structure to provide the workgroups the opportunity to have face-to-face working meetings to accomplish their tasks. 
All Committee/Workgroup information is posted to the “RRT III Workgroup Home Page” in the “Documents” folder at https://www.nrt.org/WorkgoupHOME, except where noted. In most cases, Committee/Workgroup products require coordination with other workgroups for finalization and completion. All completed projects require Executive Committee Approval and recommendation to the Standing RRT III membership for adoption. 
· Inland Area Committee (IAC) – Deborah Lindsey (USEPA), Chair
· Committee membership revisited, additional members were solicited.

· After Action Report for the November 2015 IAC Charleston, WV Exercise has been finalized and is available on the USEPA Region 3 Planning Dashboard.
· USEPA Region 3 OSC Planning Dashboard/Viewer (https://www.eparm.net/R3IACP/Default.aspx):
· Conducted Training on Dashboard/Viewer 
· Developed “Tutorial” and “Help” features on the Dashboard with videos for users 
· Added “Training Outreach and Exercise” (TOE) tab (access restricted to USEPA OSCs)
	2017 IAC Focus
	Target Timeline

	1. Review and Update RRT3 Guidance for use of products during spills in inland and areas of shared responsibility – Coordinate with SRC Workgroup and Information Management & Outreach (IMO) Workgroup
	May 2017

	2. Ensure Inland Area Contingency Plan (IACP) Content consistent with NRT Area Planning Requirements
	May 2017

	3. Development of outreach and resources for LEPCs (Dashboard and area planning fact sheets) – Coordinate with IMO Workgroup
	TBD

	4. Coordinate with SRC Workgroup and develop booming strategies in tidal areas, including rail/water and pipeline/water nexus points
	TBD


· Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup – William Martin (USEPA) and David Pugh (USCG D5), Co-chairs
· Spill Response Countermeasures (SRC) Workgroup membership established, additional members continue to be solicited.

· Seven critical items identified for the SRC Workgroup; three were initiated and target timelines established. The remaining four focus topics will be initiated at a later date.

	2017 SRC Workgroup Focus Topics
	Target Timeline

	1. Review and Update RRT3 Guidance for Disposal of Contact Water
	May 2017

	2. Review and Update Surface Washing Agents Guidance
	May 2017

	3. Participate with CNRDA Workgroup for the development and finalization of the Joint RRT I, II, and III “Biological Assessment and Essential Fish Habitat Evaluation Use of Oil Spill Dispersants and In-situ Burning as Part of Response Actions Considered”
	November 2017


· Consultation, Natural Resources, and Damage Assessment Workgroup – Frank Csulak (NOAA) and Craig Giggleman (USFWS) – Co-chairs
· Frank Csulak (NOAA) provided refresher training to membership on “Emergency Consultation for Endangered Species and Essential Fish Habitat.” 
· Consultation, Natural Resources, and Damage Assessment (CNRDA) Workgroup membership established, additional members continue to be solicited.

· Ten critical items identified for the CNRDA Workgroup; four were initiated and target timelines established. The remaining focus topics will be initiated at a later date.

	2017 CNRDA Workgroup Focus Topics
	Target Timeline

	1. Develop Draft Endangered Species Consultation Matrix
	May 2017

	2. Review and Update Dispersant Pre-authorization document; address updates to ESA/EFH Consultation requirements
	May 2017

	3. Conduct Biological Assessment for Federal Waters – Development and finalization of the Joint RRT I, II, and III (Awaiting NRT guidance)
	November 2017

	4. Adopt and incorporate NHPA Section 106 Guidelines into RRT III planning
	On hold

	5. Tribal Consultations with Federally-recognized Tribes and Consultations with Tribes with interests in Region III
	On hold


· Training Workgroup – Kaitlin Hess (USEPA), Chair
· Workgroup members include all RRT III voting and participant members.
· Training opportunities will be reduced during future meetings to accommodate workgroup “working” meetings
· Draft Training Opportunities and Presentations reviewed and posted on the RRT III Meetings 2016 webpage (https://nrtqa.ert.org/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=70) “Documents” Tab under “2016-11 RRT3 Mtg”
· Membership Action Requested:
· Provide review and comment on Training List
· Provide suggestions for future training topics
· Information Management & Outreach Workgroup – Maryann Toniazzo (GSA), Chair
· IMO Workgroup membership established, additional members continue to be solicited.

· Ten critical items identified for the IMO Workgroup; members re-prioritized the list and five focus topics were initiated and target timelines established. The remaining focus topics will be initiated at a later date.

	2017 IMO Workgroup Focus Topics
	Target Timeline

	1. Develop Information Management Plan
	January 15, 2017

	2. Revise RRT III new website (Underway)
a. Update Information

b. Consistent format/look for all products by Workgroups and Committees
	May 2017

	3. Update existing RRT III fact sheets from website
	Underway

	4. Determine and complete missing information on website
	Underway

	5. Develop dissemination and education materials for stakeholders on RRT III and planning/response communities, etc.
	November 2017


· Regional Contingency Plan Re-write Workgroup – David Ormes (USCG D5), Chair
· Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) Re-write Workgroup membership established; additional members continue to be solicited.

· Five critical items identified for the RCP Re-write Workgroup; members re-prioritized the list and three focus topics were initiated and target timelines established. The remaining focus topics will be addressed in the future.

	2017 RCP Re-write Workgroup Focus Topics
	Target Timeline

	1. First Responder Guidance for Bakken and Dilbit Spills
	Completed; November 2016

	2. Revise/update RRT III Regional Contingency Plan – First Draft
	November 2017

	3. Develop Wildlife Response Guidelines – First Draft
	May 2017

	4. Implementation of the “Best Practices for Migratory Bird Care During Oil Spill Response”
	To be determined

	5. Develop Monitoring Requirements for response options (Dispersants, ISB, etc.) using SMART and API Joint Industry Task Force (JITF) recommendations
	To be determined


· Executive Committee – Kevin Boyd (USEPA) and David Ormes (USCG D5), Co‑chairs
· Executive Committee membership is pre-established.

· Executive Order (EO) 13650 – Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security Committee – Bill Steuteville (USEPA Tri-chair) requested that the EO Committee (comprised of many of the RRT3 member agencies) be allowed to hold and conduct their meetings to coincide with the RRT3 meetings.
· Goal is as follows: 
· Improve participation among responding agencies
· Facilitate coordination between RRT3 and EO 13650 Tri-chairs  
· APPROVED – Tri-chairs to coordinate with Cindy Santiago (USEPA RRT3 Coordinator) for future planning and report-outs.
· Bakken and Dilbit Response Guides are finalized and are posted to the RRT3 Response Tools-Fact Sheets website (www.nrt.org/ResponseTools-FactSheets) and RRT3 Meetings 2016 website (www.nrt.org/Meetings2016 ) 
· Outreach to Federally-recognized Tribes with interest in RRT3 for planning and response includes the following:
· 5-fold strategy developed going forward (see Consultation, Natural Resources, and Damage Assessment Workgroup slides)
· Coordination with the RRT3s newly Federally-recognized tribe (Pamunkey) is on hold at the request of the Tribe.
· Establishment of RCP Re-write Workgroup – David Ormes (USCG D5) volunteered to Co-chair this workgroup and oversee the update to the RCP
· Request to combine the Consultation and Natural Resources Workgroup (Chaired by Frank Csulak, NOAA) and the NRDA Workgroup (Chaired by Craig Giggleman, USFWS). APPROVED 
· Change in RRT3 Meeting dates for May 2017 – New meeting dates are May 9‑11, 2017 in Ocean City, Maryland; hotel information to be finalized. APPROVED
· The National Park Service will be the “Featured Agency Summary” at the May 2017 Standing RRT III Meeting.
VII. General Preparedness and Contingency Planning
D. Training
	Training - 2016

	Date
	Participating Agencies
	Event
	City
	State

	Feb 29 –March 4, 2016
	USCG Sector HR, 30 agencies
	Annual Search and Rescue Forum
	Hampton
	VA

	April 5-7, 2016
	USCG Sector HR, ASA
	Marine Salvage Course
	Base Portsmouth
	VA

	April 25-27 2016
	USCG Sector HR, VDEQ, NPS, USEPA
	Shoreline Countermeasures Assessment Technique (SCAT)
	Chincoteague
	VA

	May 3, 2016
	RRT III
	Introduction to Shoreline Countermeasures Assessment Technique (SCAT)
	Rehoboth Beach
	DE

	May 4, 2016
	RRT III
	Biodegradation of Dispersed Oils 
	Rehoboth Beach
	DE

	August 2016
	USCG MSU Huntington
	CAMEO training
	Not provided (NP)
	NP

	August 21, 2016
	USEPA
	Level 3 (Technician) Hazardous Materials training for PADEP Emergency Response Team
	NP
	PA

	September 17, 2016
	USEPA, WV DEP
	Region 3 conducted "Dark Grid" Full-Scale Exercise with 7 West Virginia Counties
	NP
	WV

	October 15, 2016
	USEPA
	Operational Technology Demonstration (OTD) Exercise
	Fort AP Hill
	VA

	June 14, 2016
	USEPA
	Environmental Continuing Education Training
	Roanoke
	VA

	October 21-22, 2016
	USEPA, VDEM
	Region III Full-Scale Hazardous Materials Exercise
	Abingdon
	VA


E. Exercises/Workshops 
	Oil Spill Exercises - 2016

	Date
	Participating Agencies
	Event
	City
	State

	April 25-29, 2016
	USCG Sector HR, NOAA, USACE, Navy, VDEM
	Fifth District Hurricane Exercise
	Base Portsmouth
	VA

	June 9, 2016
	USEPA
	Kinder Morgan/Plantation Pipeline Tabletop Exercise
	Newington
	VA

	August 21, 2016
	USEPA, PADEP
	Full-scale mass decontamination exercise
	Union County
	PA

	August 2016
	USCG MSU Huntington
	Oil spill simulation and boom deployment Exercise at the Marathon Refinery
	Catlettsburg
	KY

	October 6, 2016
	USEPA, MSU Pittsburgh, TRPRC
	TRPRC/Eastman Chemical Full-Scale Exercise
	Pittsburgh
	PA

	October 21, 2016
	USEPA
	“Agile Warrior” Exercise
	The Pentagon, Arlington County
	VA

	Not Provided (NP)
	USCG Sector MD-NCR
	PREP Seminar for the Upper Chesapeake Bay Area Committee
	NP
	VA


	Oil Spill Seminars/Workshops - 2016

	Date
	Participating Agencies
	Event
	City
	State

	February 17, 2016
	USCG, VDEM, VDEQ
	Crude Oil Seminar hosted by Plains Marketing, L.P.
	Yorktown
	VA

	May 25, 2016
	USEPA
	After Action Review Meeting Held on CSX Hazardous Materials Train Derailment
	Washington
	DC

	July 12-14, 2016
	USCG Sector Del Bay, local LEO
	Incident Management Team Workshop prior to DNC
	Philadelphia
	PA


	Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GUIE) - 2016

	Date
	Event Initiator
	City
	State

	Not provided (NP)
	USCG – Sector Buffalo GUIE at Suite-Kote
	Tonawanda
	NY

	February 11, 2016
	USCG Sector Hampton Roads – Wanchese Facility
	Hampton
	VA

	March 31, 2016
	USCG MSU Pittsburgh – Warren Distribution
	Pittsburgh
	PA

	May 2016
	USCG MSU Huntington – Norfolk Southern Railroad
	NP
	WV

	June 16, 2016
	USCG MSU Pittsburgh – Pyramid LLC
	NP
	PA

	September 20, 2016
	USCG MSU Pittsburgh – Freeport Terminals
	McCutcheon enterprises facility
	PA

	October 25, 2016
	USCG MSU Pittsburgh & USEPA Region V – East Liverpool River and Rail Terminal
	East Liverpool
	OH

	October 25, 2016
	USCG MSU Pittsburgh & USEPA Region V – TransMontaigne
	East Liverpool
	OH

	Various in 2016
	USCG Sector Maryland-NCR – 3 successful GUIEs
	Various
	MD


	Non-Oil Exercises - 2016

	Date
	Participating Agencies
	Event
	City
	State

	November 21, 2016
	USCG Sector MD-NCR
	Site visit to  the Conowingo Dam
	Darlington
	MD

	July 19, 2016
	USCG Sector MD-NCR
	Conduced on-scene site survey of the proposed Mallows Bay National Preservation Site
	Nanjemoy
	MD

	September 2016
	USCG MSU Huntington
	Mason County Full Scale Exercise – Chlorine Release from Power Plant
	Not provided (NP)
	WV

	October 6, 2016
	USCG MSU Pittsburgh, USEPA 
	Eastman Chemical Resins Industry-initiated full scale exercise

	Jefferson Hills
	PA

	October 2016
	USCG MSU Huntington, WVNG CST
	Proper use and maintenance of equipment for identification of and protection from radio isotopes
	NP
	WV

	October 2016
	USCG MSU Huntington
	Cabell/Wayne County Table Top Exercise and subsequent full‑scale Exercise – Domestic Terrorism event (Chlorine release)
	Huntington
	WV


	Equipment Deployment Training/Exercises - 2016

	Date
	Event
	City
	State

	Not provided (NP)
	USCG – Sector Buffalo Boom Deployment 
	Oswego
	NY

	August 2016
	USCG MSU Huntington – Oil spill simulation and boom deployment Exercise at the Marathon Refinery
	Catlettsburg
	KY


F. Federal, State, and Local Planning and Coordination Efforts 
· USEPA and USCG FOSCs continue coordination and outreach efforts with other federal, state, and local responding agencies within their area of response authority. This includes but is not limited to the following:

· Continued interaction and coordination with LEPCs, SERCs, and other planning bodies to ensure understanding of the federal response, participation, and what resources and assistance federal responders can provide.
· Review and update of Area and Sub Area planning documents for inland and coastal response zones.
· Provide review for completeness, accuracy, and coordination between the various planning level documents within the region, area, or sub areas.

· Development of the Region 3 OSC Planning Dashboard tool that provides emergency planning resources and data for USEPA Region 3. The Dashboard provides information relating to the 14 USEPA Region 3 Sub Areas and makes it available to a wide variety of audience. Users can access information about Sub Area planning documents, fact sheets, contact information, interagency agreements, data layers in an interactive geographical mapping system, and much more.
G. Major Best Practices from Responses, Trainings, Exercises/Workshops and Other RRT Activities
· Oil Spill Response Guides – Both the Bakken and Dilbit oil spill responder guides have been finalized and placed on NOAA letterhead. 
	Topic Title:  Bakken Crude Oil and Similar Shale Oil Spills: Responder Guidance

	Best Practice Description: Following several recent train derailment/explosion/fire incidents associated with the transport of large quantities of Bakken crude oil and other shale oil by rail, NOAA devised this guide to provide first responders with a better understanding of the properties and behaviors of these oils relative to human health and safety needs of the responders and the public. 
The size and scale of an incident described in this guide may be such that significant logistical challenges will delay responses until adequate resources can be identified, dispatched, and deployed. Adequate planning must be completed to ensure resources being deployed are sufficient for the size of the event at the time resources will be needed at the scene. This may necessitate a scaled, measured response. The requirements for air monitoring and appropriate personal protective equipment are addressed for responder and public safety.

	Sponsor:  NOAA/NOA/ORR 
POC: Frank Csulak
	Phone: 732-872-3005
E-mail:  Frank.Csulak@noaa.gov 

	Web link:  https://www.nrt.org/sites/73/files/11-2016_NOAA_Bakken-First-Responders-Guide.pdf 


	Topic Title:  Diluted Bitumen Oil Spills: Responder Guidance

	Best Practice Description:   NOAA developed the following guidance to provide first responders with a better understanding of the properties and behaviors of oil sands/diluted bitumen oils relative to human health and safety needs of the responders and the public. These diluted bitumen oils are being transported in significant volumes throughout the United States via pipeline, railroad tank cars, and marine vessels, such as barges and coastal tankers, on the inland waterways and along the coasts. There is an ever-present risk that the diluted bitumen oil will spill and enter a waterway, requiring response actions; first responders need to understand the properties and behaviors of these oils relative to response as well as human health and safety needs. 
Diluted bitumen products are crude oils created by mixing bitumen with lighter hydrocarbons to meet the minimum requirements for transport in pipelines. The final oil mixture, if released into the environment, will pose air quality concerns as volatilization of the lighter components of the mixture occurs. After loss of the light fractions, diluted bitumen spills have the potential to separate with a portion of the spilled product submerging into the water column. Because of these behaviors, it is very important to contain a spill quickly. 

	Sponsor:  NOAA/NOA/ORR 

POC: Frank Csulak
	Phone: 732-872-3005

E-mail:  Frank.Csulak@noaa.gov 

	Web link:  https://www.nrt.org/sites/73/files/11-2016_NOAA_Dilbit-First-Responders-Guide.pdf


	Topic Title:  Response: Turbine Oil Discharge on Potomac River, November 27 – December 14, 2016

	Response Description:  On November 27, 2016 NRG Energy reported oil pooling up on the Potomac River outside its facility in Dickerson, MD. Discharge was reported as a mystery discharge. FOSC responded to site. Oil sheen was observed along a 12 mile stretch from Dickerson, MD to Washington DC. FOSC established Unified Command and brought in MEMA, MDE, VDEM, VDEQ, DDOE and USCG Sector MD-NCR into the Unified Command Group. Unified Command with EPA as lead FOSC initiated protection measures at the five threatened drinking water utility intakes along the 12 mile stretch. Diversion boom deployment was initiated and completed at all five locations within 3-4 days. All utilities were deemed fully protected within the first four days of the response. Drinking water utilities, as participating agencies, were linked into unified command thru the liaison officer assigned to the EPA IMT.
Issue: DW utilities demanded to be included in the Unified Command Group along with the already participating agencies. The FOSC, following guidance established in the NRT UC TAD along with the EPA Incident Management Handbook (2007) maintained that since the DW utilities have no jurisdictional authority and command no resources, therefore, they would be more effective as participating agencies. The DW utilities, MWCOG, and FEMA OCNRC continued to maintain that since they were threatened by the discharge that they should be represented within the Unified Command Group. The FOSC along with the other members of the Unified Command Group were additionally concerned with span of control, enforcement issues regarding the unknown Responsible Party, and mayhem associated with potentially skewed objectives.

Lesson Learned: By maintaining the integrity of the UC structure through an onslaught of criticism from the utilities, MWCOG, and FEMA ONCRC, the incident response objectives were completed in an efficient and timely manner.

	Sponsor:  USEPA OSC 

POC: Charlie Fitzsimmons
	Phone: 410-305-3027
E-mail:  fitzsimmons.charlie@epa.gov


VIII. Personnel Changes/Organizational Changes 
H. Federal:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

· During 2016 the Inland Area Committee USEPA OSC Richard Fetzer retired; USEPA OSC Deborah Lindsey has been selected as the new Inland Area Committee Chairperson
U.S. Coast Guard

· During 2016 the following personnel changes took place: 

· USCG Sector Hampton Roads – CAPT Rick Wester has replaced Christopher Keane as Sector Commander. CAPT Kevin Caroll has filled the Deputy Commander role.
· USCG Sector North Carolina (RRT IV) – CAPT Patricia Hill has replaced Sean Murtagh as Sector Commander. Quincy Davis has replaced Joseph Dufresne as Deputy Commander.

· USCG Sector Buffalo – CAPT Joseph Dufresne has replaced Brian Roche as Sector Commander. CDR Jeffrey Novak has filled the Deputy Commander Role. CDR Todd Drozdiwski replaced David Mergenthaler as Chief of Response.

I. States

· Delaware – No changes

· District of Columbia – No changes

· Maryland – No changes

· Pennsylvania – Brian Moore has replaced Kerry Leib as the designated PADEP representative to RRT3.
· Virginia – Jennifer Welcher is serving as the interim Commonwealth of Virginia Alternate representative to RRT3 for VDEQ until a replacement for Elizabeth Lohman is identified. John Giese remains as the named RRT3 Commonwealth representative for VDEQ.
· West Virginia – No changes.
IX. Issues or Operational Requirements Requiring NRT Attention
The following issues required NRT attention: 

· Awaiting finalization and guidance on the various consultation products being produced by the NRT National Environmental Compliance Subcommittee, including the following:
· NOAA’s Response Action Matrix (for ESA and MMPA) tool

· NOAA’s Impact Matrix Tool

· Additional guidance on the National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 document

· Awaiting finalization and guidance on the Railroad Oil Spill Response Plans regulation.

X. Future Issues
Next RRT-3 Meeting: 

· The RRT3 Spring Meeting will be held May 9-11, 2017 in Ocean City, Maryland. Details of the meeting location will be provided as arrangements are finalized.

· The RRT3 Fall Meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 14-16, 2017 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

XI. Concurrence
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