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THE OIL RESPONSE LANDSCAPE

>140,000 
MILES OF RAIL

>476 TH B/D
TRANSPORTED

>2,000 OFFSHORE
FACILITIES OUTER

CONTINENTAL SHELF

18% TOTAL U.S. 
CRUDE PRODUCTION

CRUDE OIL IMPORTS
> 10 M B/D

CRUDE OIL EXPORTS
>6 M B/D

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As I mentioned, the NRS responds to both oil and hazardous substance spills.

With regard to oil, it is largely transportation that poses the greatest risk of accidental spills.  As you can see in the slide, the energy sector transports an enormous quantity of oil as well as other fossil fuels. 

With the recent energy renaissance, the risks are changing and the response community is adapting to those changes. For example, transportation by rail and pipeline has increased dramatically.

New products have entered the market, including highly volatile shale oils – that have resulted in numerous explosive accidents – like the devastating train derailment that destroyed downtown Lac Megantic, Quebec in 2013 killing over 40 people and destroying 30 buildings.

And non-floating oils, like the diluted bitumen from the Athabasca Oil Sands, pose new response challenges and can result in environmentally devastating spills. For example, the Enbridge Pipeline rupture in 2010 spilled an estimated one million gallons of diluted bitumen in a tributary to the Kalamazoo River in Michigan at a clean up cost of over $750 Million and penalties of $177 Million.

The National Response Center, which is part of the National Response System, is the nation’s single point of contact for reporting oil spills and hazardous substances releases. In Fiscal Year (FY) 2018, more than 15,800 oil spills were reported to the NRC.
___________________________
FY 2018 Stats (for Oil):

Total Reported Incidents of Oil Spills 15,847
Rail: 581 Incidents
Pipelines: 606 Incidents
Vessels: 3,784 Incidents
Unknown Sheen: 3,414 Incidents
Fixed Facility and Storage Tank: 4,153 Incidents
All Other Incident Types: 3,309 Incidents

Note: background graphic depicts pipeline network

References:
Railroad information: Rail network information from Association of American Railroads website at https://www.aar.org/data-center/railroads-states/. Accessed November 9, 2018. Transported information from US Energy Information Administration website at https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/transportation/#tabs-summary-1. Accessed November 8, 2018).

OCS facilities and crude production information: Provided by the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE). October 2018.

Crude Oil Import and Export information: US Energy Information Administration website at https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=727&t=6. Accessed November 8, 2018.
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Reported Releases FY 2018*

~5,000 from fixed facilities
and storage tanks

~2,500 transportation related 

~1,800 
WATER & 

WASTEWATER
FACILITIES

> 2,500 
FOOD AND
BEVERAGE
FACILITIES>1,700 

ENERGY
FACILITIES

~1,800 
CHEMICAL

MANUFACTURING
FACILITIES

~3,800 
AGRICULTURAL

FACILITIES

THE HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES
RESPONSE LANDSCAPE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 In contrast to reported oil spills, which are most commonly associated with transportation, hazardous substance releases are most frequently reported from fixed manufacturing or other types of processing facilities. 

 This slide shows just some of the facilities in the U.S. that manage hazardous substances.  The Clean Air Act requires facilities that manage certain hazardous chemicals, in quantities above a certain amount, to have plans for managing those chemicals safely in order to prevent accidental releases.  The slide shows the types and numbers of facilities that come under this Clean Air Act requirement, and provides an example of the range of facilities that could potentially cause hazardous substance releases. Note:  There are also 660 additional CAA/RMP-regulated facilities that do not fall into any of the categories listed on the slide.

 A recent example of a significant chemical release was the West Fertilizer Company ammonium nitrate explosion in 2013.  That explosion killed 15 people, injured more than 160 people, and damaged or destroyed more than 150 buildings.

 In Fiscal Year 2018, over 7,500 releases of hazardous substances and other non-oil pollutants were reported to the National Response Center.

 The National Response System we’ll be talking about today was created to address the unavoidable risk of oil and chemical spills illustrated in these slides.

Top 10 Chemicals at Clean Air Act Risk Management Plan Facilities by Volume (Data provided by CAA/RMP and is current as of December 11, 2018)
Flammable Mixture
Propane
Ammonia (anhydrous)
Butane
Ethane
Isobutane [Propane, 2-methyl]
Propylene [1-Propene]
Ethylene [Ethene]
Chlorine
Vinyl Chloride [Ethene, chloro-]	

Top 15 Most Frequently Reported Releases of Non-Oil Materials (Based on FY 2018 NRC REPORT DATA)
UNKNOWN MATERIAL
NATURAL
AMMONIA, ANHYDROUS
BENZENE 
ETHYLENE GLYCOL
REFRIGERANT GASES
POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS
RAW SEWAGE
SEWAGE
BUTADIENE
HYDROGEN SULFIDE
SULFUR DIOXIDE
DRILLING BRINE (WITH ZINC SALTS)
PAINT
CARBON MONOXIDE



NATIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (NRT)

• Comprised of 15 federal agencies/departments
• EPA – Chair; USCG – Vice Chair
• National-level planning, policy, and coordinating 

body
• Provides policy advice and national-level assistance 

to the OSC and RRT(s) during a response

Mission: To provide technical assistance, resources and 
coordination on preparedness, planning, and response 
activities for emergencies involving hazardous 
substances, pollutants and contaminants, hazmat, oil, 
weapons of mass destruction in natural and technological 
disasters and other environmental nationally significant 
incidents.
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At the head of the National Response System is the U.S. National Response Team (NRT) - an organization of the 15 Federal departments and agencies that are responsible for coordinating emergency preparedness and response to oil and hazardous substance pollution incidents. 

The Environment Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) serve as Chair and Vice Chair respectively. 

The NRT meets regularly and has a robust organization of chartered committees and subcommittees preparing response guidance and other resources for the field and reviewing oil and hazmat responses to determine how to improve future responses.

The NRT provides its assistance to the regional and on-scene components of the NRS -- the On-Scene Coordinator and Regional Response Teams.

The NRT and your NRT members are the subject matter experts on national response policy and should be a key resource that Senior Executives in the agency rely on and coordinate with when an oil/hazmat incident is significant enough to warrant participation by your senior leadership.  During significant oil/hazmat incidents, we expect that regional or on-scene components may request the NRT convene to coordinate interagency actions at the Washington DC/HQ level, so we want to be sure that NRT members in each NRT agency are linked to their senior leadership

For briefings within NRT agencies, if possible, be prepared with some examples of past or current NRT activities that are important to the specific agency being briefed.




NRS SPECIAL TEAMS
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EPA  USCG  NOAA  OSHA
BSEE  DOE  USN-SUPSALV

Presenter
Presentation Notes

To help the OSCs, the NRS includes a variety of federal “Special Teams” that can provide OSCs with more in-depth expertise in certain technical and response capabilities. As you can see, these teams come from several of the federal agencies on the NRT.

It’s important to understand that during an NCP response, the Special Teams respond to support the OSCs; they do not lead NCP responses. Additionally, these are “national” resources under the NRS  and identified in the NCP.

[For briefings in agencies that provide Special Teams that will be described further in Agency-specific section, mention here that the Agency rep will be talking about the Agency's team in more detail later.]
_______________________________________________________________
USCG - National Strike Force (NSF) – includes the NSFCC and three Strike Teams (Pacific, Atlantic, and Gulf); Incident Management Assist Team (IMAT); Public Information Assist Team (PIAT); District Response Groups (DRGs); National Pollution Fund Center (NPFC)
EPA - Environmental Response Team (ERT); Radiological Emergency Response Team (RERT); National Criminal Enforcement Response Team (NCERT); CBRN Consequence Management Advisory Team (CMAT); and Scientific Support Coordinators (SSCs)
DOL OSHA - Specialized Response Team – chemical, biological, radiological, and structural collapse
DOC NOAA  - Scientific Support Coordinators (SSCs)
DOD Navy Supervisor of Salvage (SUPSALV) – underwater salvage technical support
DOI Bureau of Safety & Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) – Source Control Support Coordinator (SCSC)
DOE – Assorted Radiological Response Teams



EPA
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE TEAM (ERT)

Focus: “Classic Environmental” Emergencies
– Air Monitoring
– Risk Assessment
– Responder Health & Safety (H&S)
– Lab & Analytical Support
– Cleanup Technologies
– Information & Data Management
– Training & Education

≈28 experienced responders + trained contractors 

Key Assets include Trace Atmospheric Gas Analyzers 
(TAGAs), mobile labs, Dive Team, specialized rad gear, 
information management platforms
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Multi-disciplinary staff in 4 locations:  Edison NJ, Cincinnati OH, Las Vegas NV, Durham/RTP NC – with contractor support

Expertise includes treatment technology, biology, chemistry, hydrology, geology, and engineering. 

Focus:  “Classic” oil and hazmat emergencies -- a separate EPA Special Team focuses on WMD/CBRN incidents
Provides both expertise and equipment

ERT’s “TAGA” (Trace Atmospheric Gas Analyzer) vans are mobile laboratories that can perform real-time sampling and analysis of air emissions.




EPA
RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (RERT)

≈27 person forward team (All Feds/No Contractor Support)
Focus: Radiation Monitoring and Evaluation

– Sampling/Monitoring
– Hazard Evaluation
– Planning Decontamination
– Risk Assessment
– Lab Analysis
– Characterization
– Cleanup
– Waste Disposal

Key Assets include RadNet System,  
Mobile Environmental Response 
Laboratory (MERL), Scanner Vans, deployables
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With locations in Washington DC, Las Vegas, NV, and Montgomery, AL, EPA’s RERT provides specialized technical advice, assistance, and specialized radiation detection equipment for radiological incidents.  

Radiological laboratories:  RERT has both a fixed and mobile laboratory. 

RadNet: RadNet has more than 130 stationary (fixed) radiation air monitors in 50 states, Puerto Rico, and Washington DC. Another 40 portable (deployable) air monitors can be sent anywhere in the U.S. if needed.  RadNet runs 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and sends near-real-time measurements of beta and gamma radiation to EPA’s NAREL in Montgomery. 



EPA
NATIONAL CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT RESPONSE TEAM (NCERT)

Mission:  Provides evidence collection support for environmental
crime investigations and law enforcement support/liaison to 
EPA’s OSCs/responders

Liaison between OSC and Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

Focus: Environmental criminal investigations

– All-hazards response (Levels A–D)
– Contaminated crime scene management, processing,

and evidence collection/decontamination
– Reach-back to EPA ‘s National Enforcement Investigations 

Center in Denver
– Law enforcement support/liaison

8
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EPA’s NCERT provides specially trained Law Enforcement Officers with all-hazards response capability.

They provide law enforcement support to OSCs, and act as a liaison between OSCs and the FBI and other law enforcement agencies.



EPA 
CBRN CONSEQUENCE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY TEAM (CMAT)
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Mission: Provides scientific and technical 
expertise for all phases of chemical, 
biological, radiological, and nuclear 
(CBRN) environmental consequence 
management

Focus: Operational preparedness for 
CBRN agents.  Maintain ASPECT aircraft 
and PHILIS labs

Support: All phases of CBRN environmental response, including 
characterization, decontamination, clearance and waste management

Buildings, infrastructure, indoor and outdoor environments, transportation sectors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The approximately 17 member CMAT team is spread throughout the country -- including Washington DC, Research Triangle Park NC, Erlanger KY, Kansas City KS, Edison NJ, Boston, MA, and Castle Rock, CO -- and provides technical expertise to OSCs on environmental characterization, decontamination, clearance and waste management for radiological, chemical, and biological incidents.

Team includes structural engineers, industrial hygienists, materials and HVAC engineers, health physicists, chemists, toxicologists, environmental scientists, and disposal experts.

CMAT also manages and focuses on  EPA’s ASPECT (Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental Collection Technology) aircraft, which provides chemical/radiological mapping capability, and the PHILIS Toxic Industrial Chemical and Chemical Warfare Agent mobile labs.




USCG
NATIONAL STRIKE FORCE (NSF) 
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Mission: Provide rapidly deployable technical 
experts, specialized equipment, and 
incident management capabilities for 
Lead Agency Incident Commanders and 
Federal OSCs for their response and 
preparedness missions

National Strike Force Coordination Center: 
Provides support and standardization 
guidance for the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific 
Strike Teams and oversees the 
maintenance of the Response Resources 
Inventory (RRI), Oil Spill removal 
organizations (OSRO) Classification 
Program, and National Maintenance 
Contract (NMC)

Atlantic Strike Team, Pacific Strike 
Team, and Gulf Strike Team:
Specialized cadre of Coast Guard 
professionals who rapidly deploy 
any time to any place or Hazard

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 The USCG National Strike Force is comprised of the National Strike Force Coordination Center (NSFCC), the Incident Management Assist Team (IMAT), the Public Information Assist Team (PIAT), and the National Strike Teams (NSTs).

 The NSFCC supports the OSC through technical assistance, coordination, and plans & exercise review.  The Coordination Center oversees the NSTs,  the IMAT, and the PIAT; and maintains a national inventory of oil spill response resources. 




 The NSTs are made up of highly-trained USCG professionals who rapidly deploy to incidents.  They supply a range of specialized equipment including oil spill response & lightering/pumping equipment, Chem/Bio/Rad (CBR) & monitoring/detecting equipment, and general response/damage control equipment, as well as land vehicles, boats, & mobile command posts.  The NSTs use their acute incident management skills to assist and support Lead Agency/Incident Commanders and OSCs for both crisis and consequence management.  Each strike team typically has between 20 and 30 deployable members at any one time. (Source: www.uscg.mil/hq/nsfweb/) 

 National Strike Force resources are available to both USCG and EPA On-Scene Coordinators

If not including individual unit slides –
 
 The IMAT provides highly trained National Incident Management Command System trained, qualified, and experienced personnel to assist Incident Commanders and On-Scene Coordinators in all hazards response.

 The PIAT is composed of a highly skilled unit of public affairs specialists prepared to complement the existing public information capabilities of the OSC.



USCG
INCIDENT MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE TEAM (IMAT)

Mission:  Provide Deployable Specialized Forces to 
assist Operational Commanders to prepare for, 
respond to, recover from, and mitigate the 
effects of all risks and all hazards incidents and 
events

Capabilities:  Deployable National Incident 
Management System (NIMS) Type 1 and 2 
IMATs; Incident Command System (ICS) training 
for USCG components;  and Exercise Support and 
evaluation at the national and regional level
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Incident Management Assist Teams

The Coast Guard Incident Management Assist Team (CG-IMAT) provides National Incident Management System (NIMS) Incident Command System (ICS) trained, qualified and experienced personnel to deploy and assist Coast Guard Incident Commanders to protect against, respond to, recover from and mitigate the effects of all-hazard incidents and events to reduce the loss of life, property, and impact to the environment. 

The CG-IMAT is responsible for providing support during all-hazard incidents for Incident Commanders, assisting in national and regional large-scale exercises with NIMS ICS oversight, support, coaching and training as requested, and providing participation and assistance as ICS instructors and subject matter experts when the unit is not deployed. 

Other agencies are developing, or have, IMATs.  

Specific capabilities/services:
Assist in overall management of an event or incident; developing measures for assuring personnel safety and assess and/or anticipate hazardous and unsafe situations; 
provide interagency crisis communication teams and technical expertise to maintain transparency to the public during events or incidents; 
assist in management of all financial aspects of an incident; 
order supplies and services and manage all equipment rental agreements; 
assist in providing facilities, services and material in support of the incident; 
assist in management of all tactical operations; 
assist in maintaining the status of all assigned resources at an incident; 
assist in developing an Incident Action Plan (IAP); 
assist in collection, evaluation and dissemination of all incident information.

 Positions the IMAT Provides: 
• Incident Commander • Safety Officer • Liaison Officer • Public Information Officer • Agency Representative • Operations Section Chief • Air Operations Branch Director • Division/Group Supervisor • Planning Section Chief 
• Resources Unit Leader • Situation Unit Leader • Logistics Section Chief • Supply Unit Leader • Finance Section Chief • Environmental Unit Leader 



USCG
PUBLIC INFORMATION ASSIST TEAM (PIAT)

Mission: Provide rapidly deployable highly-trained crisis communications 
professionals to help Incident Commanders and Federal OSCs meet their 
objectives of truth and transparency of operations for the public

Capabilities: Deployable personnel and equipment to meet public affairs needs during 
the initial response (e.g., staff Public Information Officer (PIO), establish and 
manage a Joint Information Center (JIC), coordinate media relations, produce 
public information products, and provide Public Affairs (PA) guidance for all 
response personnel); Training and Exercise support in risk communications and 
ICS-based joint information center operations for all NRS components; Area 
Contingency Plan review for adequacy of public information management sections 
and customized communication plans
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The Public Information Assist Team (PIAT) is available to help Incident Commanders meet their communications needs during an incident. The PIAT is a four-person team that provides crisis communications expertise during all-hazards events and is highly trained in establishing and managing the NIMS Joint Information Center. 




The JIC is a central location that facilitates public information responsibilities during an incident.

The PIAT responds to incidents at the request of an OSC and is prepared to staff all levels of the JIC, including Public Information Officer and Assistant Public Information Officer positions.

PIAT members also teach risk communication techniques and Joint Information Center organization to Coast Guard, other federal, state and local agencies, and industry personnel. The PIAT also helps develop federal and industry-led pollution response exercises, and acts as coaches and evaluators during exercises. 



NOAA & EPA
SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT COORDINATORS (SSCS)

 SSCs are designated as a “Special Team” to advise the OSC on scientific and 
technical issues.

 Typically, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) SSCs support 
the USCG in the coastal zone; and EPA SSCs support the EPA in the inland zone.
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Expertise includes:
• Pollutant Transport Modeling in air and water
• Oil & Hazmat Fate and Effects
• Natural Resources at Risk
• Environmental Chemistry and Toxicity
• Environmental Trade-off of 

Countermeasures and Cleanup
• Environmental sampling
• Data & Information Management
• Contingency Planning
• Liaison to Scientific Community

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SSCs (SSC as Special Team, 40 CFR 300.145(c))

NOAA and EPA Scientific Support Coordinators (SSCs) -- SSCs are key advisors for scientific issues, communication with the scientific community, and coordination of scientific assistance requests from State and Federal agencies.  SSCs provide personnel and specialized equipment to assist federal OSCs in stabilizing and containing spills or releases, monitoring or directing response actions, and training for spill response.




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

• NOAA works to understand and predict 
changes in climate, weather, oceans, and 
coasts, and to conserve and manage coastal 
and marine ecosystems and resources

• Under the NRS, NOAA provides a wide variety 
of scientific support, such as:
- Dedicated Scientific  Support Coordinators to the OSC,

- Natural Resource Trustees,

- Meteorological and oceanographic data and forecasts,

- Hydrographic surveys & nautical charts , and

- Satellite & Aircraft remote sensing & photogrammetry
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NOAA is an agency that enriches life through science. NOAA’s reach goes from the surface of the sun to the depths of the ocean floor as we work to keep citizens informed of the changing environment around them. --- From daily weather forecasts, severe storm warnings, and climate monitoring to fisheries management, coastal restoration and supporting marine commerce, NOAA’s products and services support economic vitality and affect more than one-third of America’s gross domestic product. NOAA’s dedicated scientists use cutting-edge research and high-tech instrumentation to provide citizens, planners, emergency managers and other decision makers with reliable information they need when they need it.

DOC/NOAA Role (Fed Agency Roles, 40CFR300.175(b))
SSCs (SSC as Special Team, 40CFR300.145(c))
Trustees for Natural Resources (Subpart G, 40CFR300.600)
Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Regulations (43CFR11, 15CFR990)

Under the National Contingency Plan:
§ 300.175 Federal agencies: additional responsibilities and assistance.
 (b)The federal agencies include:
(7) DOC, through NOAA, provides trust resource representation to the NRT and RRTs, consultations on protected and endangered species, and scientific and operational support for responding to emergency events and contingency planning in coastal and marine areas and the Great Lakes.  NOAA resources are available through the regional NOAA SSC, RRT representative, or through the NOAA Desk at the DHS National Operations Center.  Specific NOAA responsibilities and capabilities are:   
(i) Scientific support for oil and other hazardous materials spill operations, including weapons of mass destruction events: on-scene SSCs; assessments of the hazards that may be involved; predictions of movement and dispersion of the pollutant through trajectory modeling; information on the sensitivity of coastal environments to oil; field assessments of oil distributions on water or shorelines; sampling and/or monitoring and analytical analysis; recommendations on best practices for protection of resources; coordination on the development of cleanup endpoints; recommendations on cleanup or mitigation techniques; and information management for environmental data; 
(ii) Scientific Support Coordinators as a special team, described in § 300.145(c); established in a nationwide network, providing direct assistance to federal OSCs, coordinating scientific information from federal, state, local agencies, academia, tribes and private industry, supporting all aspects of response operations;
(iii) Expertise and consultation on living marine resources and their habitats and other trustee resources, including endangered species, marine mammals, essential fish habitat, and National Marine Sanctuary ecosystems; ecological, historical, and cultural resources at risk; recommendations on best practices for protection of Endangered Species Act species, essential fish habitat, and marine mammals; on-scene or remote support for oiled wildlife recovery and rehabilitation practices for NOAA trust resources; access to user communities, local and state resource management agency partners and injury assessment staff; and natural resource damage assessment;
(iv) Meteorological and oceanographic data and forecasts: information on actual and predicted meteorological, hydrological, ice, and oceanographic conditions for marine, coastal, and inland waters, and tide and circulation data for coastal and territorial waters and for the Great Lakes; and on-scene or remote National Weather Service support to include Incident Meteorologists or Warning Coordination Meteorologists;
(v) Dissemination of informational messages associated with specific hazardous events through the use of NOAA All Hazards Radio and other NOAA alert broadcast methods;
(vi) Rapid hydrographic surveys to locate underwater obstructions and update navigational charts; and
(vii) Satellite and aircraft remote sensing and photogrammetric data.



BACKGROUND - SATELLITE ANALYSIS BRANCH (SAB) 

• Part of the NOAA | National Environmental Satellite Data and Information Service (NESDIS)

• In 2009 a formal request was made by the NOAA/NOS Office of Response and Restoration for satellite 
support of oil spill emergencies, and for assistance in monitoring intentional and accidental oil discharges in 
U.S. waters

• Oil Desk Mission: To analyze satellite imagery for accidental and intentional oil discharges, create the Marine 
Pollution Surveillance Report (MPSR), notify Federal and State Agencies 

• Oil spill monitoring desk became fully operational in 2011.

• Customers/users of the reports include the U.S. Coast Guard, NOAA/ National Ocean Service, the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental Enforcement, the Environmental Protection Agency, and State Agencies (e.g. 
Florida Fish and Wildlife, Texas General Land Office, Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office)

• As of 1 March 2018 MPSRs are published to the web and publicly available
– https://www.ospo.noaa.gov/Products/ocean/marinepollution/

NOAA Center for Weather and Climate 
Prediction College Park, MD

https://www.ospo.noaa.gov/Products/ocean/marinepollution/


THE OIL SPILL MONITORING OPERATIONS DESK



WHAT TO MONITOR FOR 
AND WHERE

U.S. waters within the 
Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) and their 
approaches, and 
internationally when 
requested.

Manmade crude oil slicks occur for two reasons:
1. Accidental discharges. Examples – Exxon Valdez, Deepwater 
Horizon, platform equipment failure, pinhole leaks in pipelines, 
damage to platforms/rigs from natural disasters, sunken vessels.
2. Intentional discharges. Example – Pumping bilge waste at sea



MARINE POLLUTION SURVEILLANCE REPORT



MARINE POLLUTION SURVEILLANCE REPORT



MARINE POLLUTION SURVEILLANCE REPORT



• Chemical 
• Biological
• Radiological
• Structural Collapse
• Members include:

– Certified Industrial Hygienists
– Professional Engineers
– Occupational Physicians
– Specialized Safety Experts 

• Support the OSC in the area of 
worker health and safety

• Can also support through 
National Response Framework 
(NRF) Worker Safety and Health 
Support Annex 

OSHA
SPECIALIZED RESPONSE TEAM
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 OSHA’s Specialized Response Team is available for on-site and reach-back assistance to the OSC. 

 The team can provide safety and health specialized expertise and support for incidents 



involving toxic industrial chemicals, chemical warfare agents, biological agents, ionizing and non-ionizing radiation, collapsed structures, demolition, and other construction-type activities. The team is comprised of certified industrial hygienists, certified health physicists, professional engineers, toxicologists, occupational physicians, and specialized safety experts.

 In addition to the technical subject matter expertise in recognizing and evaluating health and safety hazards, the team can assist with risk assessment and risk management in the area of response worker safety and health.  The team is equipped with specialized monitoring and personal protective equipment for use in emergency response activities.  

 Team leadership, equipment, and coordination assets are located at the OSHA Salt Lake Technical Center (SLTC), in Sandy, Utah.  

 The team can assist OSCs during a routine NCP response, or be activated under the NRF Worker Safety and Health Support Annex for larger incidents being managed under the NRF.  



DOD
NAVY SUPERVISOR OF SALVAGE & DIVING (SUPSALV) 

• Waterborne Pollution 
Response and Recovery 

• Salvage, Wreck 
Removal, Diving, Deep 
Ocean Recovery

• Technical Support in 
Salvage, Ocean 
Engineering, and Spill 
Response
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“SUPSALV represents the Department of Defense to the National Response Team.  Under its Emergency Ship Salvage Material System, SUPSALV manages a worldwide network of stockpiled emergency response equipment, 




which includes sites in Alaska, Hawaii, and the east and west coasts of the U.S.  As a “special team” available to support a Federal On-Scene Coordinator, SUPSALV support ranges from salvage technical and operational assistance to mobilization of SUPSALV and other Navy resources in response to a marine casualty.”

Photo:  USS MISSISSINEWA oil removal operations.  USS MISSISSINEWA was a U.S. Navy oiler that sank in WWII.  In a SUPSALV directed operation, with the support of Navy divers and commercial salvors, the Navy removed nearly 2 million gallons of oil from the wreck in 2003.

B.  SUPSALV background details.

    The Navy is committed to operating in a manner compatible with the environment and meeting all federal requirements. The purpose of the Chief of Naval Operations’ Environmental Readiness Program is to ensure the ability of United States Navy forces to effectively operate world-wide in an environmentally responsible manner, both ashore and afloat. Prevention is the Navy's first line of defense, with the goal of reducing the number of spills that occur, and along with Preparedness and Response, these are the pillars of the Oil and Hazardous Substance Spill Response Program. 
The Salvage Operations Division maintains standing worldwide commercial contracts for salvage, emergency towing, deep ocean search and recovery operations, and oil pollution abatement. Additionally, we own, maintain and operate the worldwide Emergency Ship Salvage Material (ESSM) system, which incorporates the world's largest inventory of salvage and pollution abatement equipment. We also own, maintain, and operate a large number of deep ocean search and recovery systems, with depth capabilities up to 20,000 feet. We also routinely provide salvage technical assistance to fleet salvors, as well as to other federal agencies. 
    Within the National Contingency Plan, SUPSALV has been assigned as one  of the "Special Teams" available to the Federal On-Scene Coordinator (OSC). SUPSALV provides assistance (personnel and/or equipment) for commercial oil or hazardous substance spills, or potential spills (i.e. salvage operations), as requested by any OSC through existing agreements with the USCG and the USACE, or as tasked by higher military authority. Assistance ranges from salvage technical or operational support to mobilization of SUPSALV and other Navy resources to support a partial or full federal response to a marine casualty. 
    SUPSALV has an extensive array of specialized contracts, equipment, and trained personnel available for use in these areas.  Its spill response inventory is stockpiled in warehouses on the east coast (Williamsburg, VA), west coast (Point Hueneme, CA), Alaska and Hawaii, and most of it is containerized for immediate deployment by air or truck. 




The Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement (BSEE) SCSC is the principal advisor 
to the OSC for source control operations

The SCSC can:
• Provide expertise and inspection resources for analysis 

and monitoring of proposed well intervention or pipeline 
source control operations;

• Quantify flow rate information from the source and 
provide forecasting for flow rate modeling; and

• Facilitate consultations, knowledge integration, and 
consensus from government agencies, academic and 
research institutions, and industry for source control 
issues.

BSEE
SOURCE CONTROL SUPPORT COORDINATOR (SCSC)
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The Source Control Support Coordinator (SCSC) is a source control technical specialist provided by the Department of Interior (DOI) Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) during a loss of well control or pipeline incident on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). 


The SCSC serves on the OSC’s staff as the principal advisor for source control operations. The SCSC provides support for operational decisions and coordination regarding source control activities.

The SCSC and other BSEE technical specialists:
(i) Provide expertise and inspection resources for analysis and monitoring of proposed well intervention or pipeline source control operations;
(ii) Quantify the flow rate information from the source and provide forecasting for flow rate modeling; and
(iii) Facilitate consultations, knowledge integration, and consensus from government agencies, academic and research institutions, and industry for source control issues.

In addition to the SCSC, other BSEE source control technical specialists can be placed throughout the response organization to ensure source control operations are adequately supported and integrated into the overall response. The OSC may request support from the BSEE Regional Office.




DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

• DoD responds to  releases where either the release is on any facility 
or from any vessel under DoD jurisdiction, custody, or control

• DoD may support other federal agencies consistent with operational 
requirements

• DoD responders include:

– U.S. Northern Command
– Army Corps of Engineers
– Navy’s Supervisor of Salvage and 

Diving
– Army’s  20th CBRNE Command

(Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear, Explosives)
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Presentation Notes
“The Department of Defense responds to its own pollution releases, and as a member of the National Response Team may provide technical experts and bring to the incident a wide range of response capabilities. U.S. Northern Command maintains a civil support mission that includes domestic disaster relief operations.  Other Department of Defense components, including the Army, Navy, and National Guard, maintain unique capabilities ranging from oil and hazardous substance spill response to decontamination services following a chemical, biological, or radiological incident.” 

Photo:  Supervisor of Salvage and Diving (SUPSALV ) supporting USCG in removal of more than 10,000 gallons of fuel near historic St. George, Alaska, by providing offload hoses and pumping system components after fishing vessel Mar-Gun want aground on March 5, 2009.

U.S. Northern Command (USNORTHCOM) was established October 1, 2002, to provide command and control of Department of Defense (DOD) homeland defense efforts and to coordinate defense support of civil authorities. USNORTHCOM defends America's homeland — protecting our people, national power, and freedom of action.
    USNORTHCOM’s civil support mission includes domestic disaster relief operations that occur during fires, hurricanes, floods and earthquakes. Support also includes counter-drug operations and managing the consequences of a terrorist event employing a weapon of mass destruction. The command provides assistance to a Primary Agency when tasked by DOD. Per the Posse Comitatus Act, military forces can provide civil support, but cannot become directly involved in law enforcement.
    In providing civil support, USNORTHCOM generally operates through established Joint Task Forces subordinate to the command. An emergency must exceed the capabilities of local, state and federal agencies before USNORTHCOM becomes involved. In most cases, support will be limited, localized and specific. When the scope of the disaster is reduced to the point that the Primary Agency can again assume full control and management without military assistance, USNORTHCOM will exit, leaving the on-scene experts to finish the job.
	
Army Corps of Engineers.  In the Corps’ words:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has approximately 37,000 dedicated Civilians and Soldiers delivering engineering services to customers in more than 130 countries worldwide. 
    With environmental sustainability as a guiding principle, our disciplined Corps team is working diligently to strengthen our Nation’s security by building and maintaining America’s infrastructure and providing military facilities where our servicemembers train, work and live. We are also researching and developing technology for our war fighters while protecting America’s interests abroad by using our engineering expertise to promote stability and improve quality of life.
    We are energizing the economy by dredging America’s waterways to support the movement of critical commodities and providing recreation opportunities at our campgrounds, lakes and marinas.
    And by devising hurricane and storm damage reduction infrastructure, we are reducing risks from disasters.
    Our men and women are protecting and restoring the Nation’s environment including critical efforts in the Everglades, the Louisiana coast, and along many of our Nation’s major waterways.  The Corps is also cleaning sites contaminated with hazardous, toxic or radioactive waste and material in an effort to sustain the environment.
Supervisor of Salvage and Diving (SUPSALV).  
    Within the National Contingency Plan, SUPSALV has been assigned as 1 of 7 "Special Teams" available to the Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) [If giving full brief, see separate slide on SUPSALV].  SUPSALV provides assistance (personnel and/or equipment) for commercial oil or hazardous substance spills, or potential spills (i.e. salvage operations), as requested by any FOSC, and as tasked by higher military authority. Assistance ranges from salvage technical or operational support to mobilization of SUPSALV and other Navy resources to support a partial or full federal response to a marine casualty. 
    SUPSALV has an extensive array of specialized contracts, equipment and trained personnel available for use in these areas.  Its spill response inventory is stockpiled in warehouses on the east coast (Williamsburg, VA), west coast (Point Hueneme, CA), Alaska and Hawaii, and most of it is containerized for immediate deployment by air or truck. 

Army’s  20th CBRNE (Chemical, Biological, Radiological,  Nuclear, Explosives) Command (from its website)
    Mission: The 20th CBRNE Command (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, Explosives) integrates, coordinates, deploys, and provides trained and ready CBRNE forces. Capable of exercising command and control of specialized CBRNE operations to support joint and Army force commanders primarily for overseas contingencies and warfighting operations, but also in support of homeland defense. Maintains technical links with appropriate joint, Army, Federal and State CBRNE assets, as well as the research, development, and technical communities to assure Army CBRNE response readiness. 
  Capabilities:        
Full time focus on combating WMD, countering CBRNE threats and defeating all types of IEDs - tactical through strategic command and control joint, Army and other government agencies' specialized WMD/CBRNE analytic, staff and operational forces.
     Force provider of trained and ready expeditionary CBRNE force packages to execute the wide range of combating WMD missions.
Reachback communications connectivity from field to subject matter experts at headquarters, national level laboratories, industry, academia or other State/Federal CBRNE resources.   
Core element of Joint Task Force for Elimination of Weapons of Mass Destruction (JTF-E).




DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

• Provides expert advice on legal questions 
arising during an incident

• Represents the federal government in 
litigation relating to hazardous substance, oil, 
chemical, or biological releases

• The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is the 
lead federal agency for the coordination of law 
enforcement and investigative activities in 
response to threats or acts of terrorism
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Presentation Notes
The United States Department of Justice (DOJ) represents the United States in all criminal prosecutions and civil suits in which the United States has an interest and provides legal counsel to all federal agencies and departments on a variety of issues, including hazardous substance, oil, chemical, or biological releases. As a member of the NRT, DOJ in coordination with legal counsel of the federal agencies and departments, provides expert advice on legal questions arising during an incident. In addition, DOJ represents the federal government, including its agencies, in litigation relating to hazardous substance, oil, chemical, or biological releases. 

Through the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), DOJ is the lead federal agency for the coordination of law enforcement and investigative activities in response to threats or acts of terrorism.

Slide and notes complete



DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

• ASPR/OEM
– Principal entity coordinating 

overall HHS response

• CDC/ATSDR:
– On-call and on-site specialists to 

answer human health questions

– Facilitate OSC interactions with 
state/local public health

– Facilitate access to other HHS 
assets

• NIEHS:
– worker training program and on-

site just-in-time training.
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Health and Human Services (HHS) provides advice and support on issues related to human health implications of pollution events.  The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) maintain teams of specialists on call to answer questions over the phone or respond to the scene for on-site support. Either CDC or ATSDR can help coordinate state and local public health interactions with the OSC and facilitate access to other HHS assets.  CDC takes the lead during petroleum releases regulated under the CWA and OPA, while ATSDR takes the lead during chemical releases under CERCLA.  Both agencies are mutually supportive and have a centralized point of contact for supporting NCP responses.

For larger responses HHS’s, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR), through its Office of Emergency Management (OEM), coordinates other assets to provide support to OSC and state response to include medical strike teams.
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) operates a mandatory safety program for all fish and fishery products under the provisions of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, the Public Health Service Act, and related regulations. Provides OSCs advice and support on issues impacting commercial fishing waters closing for public health reasons and again when they are reopened to harvest, contaminated food items not addressed by the state.

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) a part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Under section 126 of SARA,  maintains a worker training program and can provide on-scene, just-in-time training for larger responses. Under Title IX, section 901(h) of the Clean Air Act Amendments, NIEHS supports research on health and mental health impacted by release. 

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) provides technical assistance on worker health hazard risk assessment and personal protective equipment (PPE) selection tools used to train workers.

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) provides support for mental health & substance abuse related issues for public and workers health.

Indian Health Service (IHS) provides public health support to OSC when response activities impact Federally recognized Native American populations.  Due to the unique government to government relationship between tribes and US Government they can provide liaisons for local tribal populations.



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) can provide a variety of assets to the Incident 
Command System teams:  wildlife services, communications, laboratory analysis, 
geospatial and soil analysis, mapping and other technical expertise
• Forest Service has personnel, laboratory, and field capability to measure, evaluate, monitor, 

and respond on lands under its jurisdiction, custody, or control.
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• Agriculture Research Service has a network of  
laboratories that are permitted to manipulate/analyze 
samples of select agents regulated by the United 
States/Department of Health and Human 
Services/USDA.

• Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service can 
regulate movement of diseased/infected organisms 
and assist in animal carcass disposal.

• Natural Resources Conservation Service has  
personnel in nearly every county in the nation who are 
knowledgeable in soil, agronomy, engineering, and 
biology and can predict the effects of pollutants on soil 
and its movements over and through soils.                                                                                    

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides leadership on food, agriculture, rural development, and nutrition, while protecting and managing natural resources within the   Nation’s national forests and national grasslands. USDA has scientific and technical capability to measure, evaluate, and monitor, either on the ground or by use of aircraft, situations where natural resources including soil, water, wildlife, and vegetation have been impacted by fire, insects and diseases, floods, oil spills, releases of hazardous substances, and other natural or man-caused emergencies.
 
USDA should be contacted through the Environmental Management Division (EMD), Response and Restoration Group, who are designated National Response Team (NRT) members.  USDA has delegated USDA Regional Response Team authority to USDA agencies.  EMD is the official USDA point-of-contact for oil and hazardous substances pollution emergency preparedness and response.  USDA through NRT and RRT representation, provide input to preparedness and response documents and activities, and coordinate USDA resource assistance to support emergency response actions in the event of an incident as needed. USDA plays a critical role in the decision-making for response actions that effect natural and cultural resources on lands under their jurisdiction custody and control.   
 
USDA is involved in every emergency support function of the National Response Framework and can provide a variety of assets to the ICS (Incident Command Structure) teams, such as wildlife services, communications, laboratory analysis, geospatial analysis and mapping, soil analysis, and other technical expertise.  Examples of relevant USDA agency capabilities and expertise are as follows: 
 
Forest Service has responsibility for protection and management of national forests and national grasslands. Forest Service has personnel, laboratory, and field capability to measure, evaluate, monitor, and respond, as needed and consistent with its legal authorities, to releases of pesticides and other hazardous substances on lands under its jurisdiction, custody or control. Forest Service can also provide Incident Management Teams and support logistics such as communications and personnel.

(ii) Agriculture Research Service (ARS) administers an applied and developmental research program in animal and plant protection and production; the use and improvement of soil, water, and air; the processing, storage, and distribution of farm products; and human nutrition. ARS has the capabilities to provide oversight, evaluation and training for ARS employees exposed to biological, chemical, radiological, and industrial hazards. In emergency situations, ARS can assist action agencies in identifying, controlling, and abatement of contamination/pollution in the areas of air, soil, wastes, pesticides, radiation, and toxic substances for ARS facilities, and through applied research programs develop detection assays and countermeasures. ARS has a network of laboratories that are permitted to manipulate and analyze samples of U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)/USDA regulated select agents.

(iii) Natural Resources Conservation Service has personnel in nearly every county in the nation who are knowledgeable in soil, agronomy, engineering, and biology. These personnel can help to predict the effects of pollutants on soil and their movements over and through soils. Technical specialists can assist in identifying potential hazardous waste disposal sites and provide review and advice on plans for remedial measures.

(iv) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) can respond in an emergency to regulate movement of diseased or infected organisms to prevent the spread and contamination of non-affected areas and assist in animal carcass disposal by providing expert advice or coordination, or leading the effort when there is a foreign animal disease present. APHIS can also provide assistance in the assessment of wildlife impacts, hazing and wildlife capture and deterrence, and other wildlife-related services. 

(v) Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) ensures the safety and wholesomeness of the Nations’ supply of meat, 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

• Through its various bureaus and offices, 
provides scientific expertise to On-Scene 
Coordinators (OSCs) to help protect sensitive 
natural, recreational, and cultural resources and 
areas

• Provides experts on remote sensing; mapping 
surface and ground water contamination; 
contaminant transport; oil, gas, and mineral 
development; source control of off-shore wells

• Facilitates environmental recovery efforts
• Facilitate wildlife response 

activities
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The Department of the Interior (DOI) protects, manages, and provides access to U.S. natural and cultural resources and historic properties and to mineral resources in offshore waters of the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf (OCS).  DOI protects and manages the Nation’s natural resources and cultural heritage; provides scientific and other information about those resources; and honors the Nation’s trust responsibilities and special commitments to American Indians, Alaska Natives, and affiliated island communities.  DOI manages the National Park System, national wildlife refuges and fish hatcheries, the public lands, and certain water projects in western states.  DOI is responsible for migratory bird and wildlife conservation; historic preservation; endangered species conservation; surface-mined lands protection and restoration; mapping, geological, hydrological, and biological science for the Nation; and financial and technical assistance for the insular areas.  DOI also regulates exploration, development, and production of mineral resources in the OCS and regulates offshore alternative energy activities.  DOI should be contacted through the Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance (OEPC) Regional Environmental Officers (REOs), who are the designated members of RRTs.  OEPC is the official DOI point-of-contact for oil and hazardous substances pollution emergency preparedness and response (www.doi.gov/oepc).  OEPC represents DOI on the RRTs and NRT, providing coordinated DOI input to RRT and NRT preparedness and response documents and activities.  OEPC REOs receive initial notification of actual (or potential) oil discharges and hazardous substances releases from OSCs and RPMs.  OEPC subsequently contacts the appropriate DOI Bureau(s) and coordinates DOI participation in NRS activities.  When necessary, OEPC serves as the DOI representative for incident-specific RRT and NRT activations and provides DOI input to decision-making on response actions to protect natural and cultural resources, which may address the use of chemical countermeasures and identification of places of refuge for vessels needing assistance.  DOI bureaus and offices have relevant expertise as follows:

 (i) United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): Provides expertise to protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats, migratory birds, anadromous fish, certain marine mammals, sea turtles on-shore, and historic properties, including input on appropriate cleanup techniques, actions and end points.  Serves as the focal point within DOI for providing consultations to OSCs/RPMs regarding threatened or endangered species and their habitats.  Coordinates all federal permitting for and oversight of bird hazing, collection, and treatment activities and coordination of all federal permitting activities for hazing, collecting, rescuing, and holding migratory birds, certain marine mammals, and threatened and endangered species.  Authorizes entry to, and oversees activities on, national wildlife refuge system lands.  

 (ii) National Park Service (NPS): Responsible for protection and management of units of the National Park System including, but not limited to, National Parks, National Recreation Areas, National Seashores, National Historic Sites, National Battlefield Parks, National Monuments, and Wild and Scenic Rivers.  Provides advice on and participates in activities affecting historic properties and cultural resources.  For incidents involving NPS lands and/or resources, NPS can participate in preparedness activities and response decision-making to address access, sensitive natural and cultural resources and historic properties, protection priorities, public health and safety, law enforcement, and other issues related to removal and remediation actions taken or planned on NPS-managed lands.  NPS also has independent authority under the Park System Resource Protection Act 16 U.S.C. 19jj for recovery of costs on response actions taken to minimize the destruction, loss, or injury to park system resources.

(iii) U.S. Geological Survey (USGS): Performs research in support of biological resource management; inventories, monitors, and reports on the status of and trends in the nation's biotic resources; and transfers the information gained in research and monitoring to resource managers and others concerned with the care, use, and conservation of the nation's natural resources.  USGS biologic research laboratories can advise and support NCP responses.  USGS can also provide support services related to geology, hydrology (ground water and surface water), geospatial information, and natural hazards. 

(iv) Bureau of Land Management (BLM): Responsible for authorization of entry to, and resource protection of, the land and minerals managed by BLM.  BLM provides expertise in emergency response, particularly for fire and hazardous materials incidents.  Many BLM offices are equipped to provide assistance with sampling, investigation, surveillance, and security.  BLM also has expertise in on-shore energy production, cadastral survey, cultural and historic properties, natural resources, and federal property acquisition and disposal.

(v) Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM): Promotes energy independence, environmental protection, and economic development through responsible, science-based management of offshore conventional and renewable energy and marine mineral resources.  BOEM’s Office of Environmental Programs conducts environmental reviews, including National Environmental Policy Act analyses and compliance documents for each major stage of energy development planning.  These analyses inform the bureau’s decisions on its five year OCS oil and gas leasing program, and conventional and renewable energy leasing and development activities.  Additionally, BOEM’s scientists conduct and oversee environmental studies to inform policy decisions relating to the management of energy and marine mineral resources on the OCS.

(vi) Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE): Regulates and oversees the exploration, development, and production operations for oil and natural gas on the OCS to ensure that it is done in a safe and environmentally responsible manner.  BSEE’s functions include oil and gas permitting, facility inspections, regulations and standards development, safety research, environmental compliance and enforcement, and oil spill prevention and readiness for facilities located in both federal (OCS) and state waters seaward of the coastline that handle, store, or transport oil.  BSEE reviews and approves producers’ oil spill response plans, and conducts readiness capability assessments through unannounced oil spill exercises and inspection of oil spill response equipment.  During oil spills from offshore facilities seaward of the coastline, BSEE provides expertise on source control activities under the direction of the federal OSC.  BSEE also funds applied oil spill response research and manages Ohmsett -- the National Oil Spill Response and Renewable Energy Test Facility -- through its Oil Spill Response Research Program.

(vii) Bureau of Reclamation (BOR): Provides advice and information on operation, control, and maintenance of water systems and related resources, including dams, reservoirs, and channels.  BOR has expertise in engineering and hydrology and can provide design services, construction, contracting, oversight and administration activity.

(viii) Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement:  Provides advice on surface coal mining, including abandoned coal mined lands, coal outcrop fires, coal mine wastes, waste bank stability, and toxic drainage.

(ix) Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA): Assists in coordinating and communicating with, and obtaining access to, Indian lands and tribal officials.  BIA has many programs to assist tribal governments and uphold Indian trust responsibilities.

(x) Office of Insular Affairs: Provides assistance to American Samoa, Guam, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Republic of Palau, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  May provide intergovernmental expertise to foster communications to implement the NCP in these areas.
(xi) Office of Aviation Services: Provides access to DOI-approved aircraft, including on-scene inspection and certification teams, and arranges for air traffic control via the Federal Aviation Administration.



GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

• GSA may facilitate response and recovery efforts by providing 
commodity support, telecommunications support, transportation 
services or other support  through use of GSA’s Federal Supplies 
Schedules 

• GSA may also provide leasing support for needed federal facilities 
or space as requested utilizing staff from among its national cadre 
of realty specialists
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General Services Administration (GSA) provides logistical support for a variety of goods and services via its acquisitions capability to federal, state, tribal, local and non-governmental organization entities.  GSA also provides leasing support for needed facilities; transportation services for air, land, or sea; and telecommunications support.  GSA can provide advisory assistance to other government agencies to facilitate lodging, charter air, and vehicle rentals, among other items, off of its Federal Supply Schedules. 




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

• The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
manages national transportation safety 
programs for hazardous materials and 
oil by all modes of transportation and 
pipelines.

• PHMSA provides technical assistance to 
the planning and response 
communities, including publication of 
the DOT Emergency Response 
Guidebook
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The Department of Transportation  provides response expertise pertaining to transportation of oil or hazardous substances by all modes of transportation. 

Through the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), DOT offers expertise in the requirements for packaging, handling, and transporting regulated hazardous materials. 

DOT, through PHMSA, establishes oil discharge contingency planning requirements for pipelines, transport by rail and containers or bulk transport of oil.



FEDERAL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

• Lead agency for 
administering financial 
and technical 
assistance during a 
Presidentially declared 
disaster or emergency 
under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief 
Act (Stafford Act)
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• Responsible for providing hazardous materials 
response guidance and training for emergency 
first responders

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FEMA is an agency in DHS whose mission includes providing guidance, policy and program advice, and technical assistance in hazardous materials, chemical, and radiological emergency preparedness activities (including planning, training, and exercising). 

The FEMA Protection and National Preparedness Office administers financial and technical assistance to state and local governments to support their efforts to develop and maintain an effective emergency management and response capability.   
 




DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

• DOE provides the designated On-Scene 
Coordinator (OSC)/Remedial Project Manager 
(RPM) for non-oil releases from or on any 
facility or vessel under its jurisdiction

• DOE may also provide advice and 
assistance to other OSCs/ RPMs on 
emergency actions necessary to control 
immediate radiological hazards 
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DOE generally provides designated OSCs/RPMs that are responsible for taking all response actions with respect to releases where either the release is on, or the sole source of the release is from, any facility or vessel under its jurisdiction, custody, or control, including vessels bareboat-chartered and operated.  

In addition, DOE provides advice and assistance to other OSCs/RPMs for emergency actions essential for the control of immediate radiological hazards.  Incidents that qualify for DOE radiological advice and assistance are those believed to involve source, by-product, or special nuclear material or other ionizing radiation sources, including radium, and other naturally occurring radionucliides, as well as particle accelerators.  Radiological assistance is available as described in § 300.145(n).  

The number to contact the DOE Watch Office (24X7) is: 202-586-8100




U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

• Regulates civilian nuclear 
facilities and nuclear 
materials

• Lead federal agency during 
radiological events 
involving its licensees

• Provides expertise during 
other radiological incidents
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 The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is an independent, Executive Branch, Federal agency that regulates civilian nuclear facilities and civilian use of nuclear materials. The NRC regulates nuclear reactor and nuclear fuel cycle facility operations through a combination of regulatory requirements; licensing; safety and security oversight, including inspection, assessment of performance and enforcement; operational experience evaluation; and regulatory support activities. 

The regulatory requirements are designed to focus on those facility activities that are most important to safety and security. The process uses inspection findings and performance indicators to assess each nuclear power plant’s performance.

Nuclear Power Plant Preparedness Requirements:
Create an Emergency Plan (E-plan) for the Site
Provide Protective Action Recommendations (PARs) to Offsite Response Organizations (OROs) to help in decision making
Provide staff, equipment & training to OROs.  
Implement all regulatory requirements or guidance from the NRC and FEMA
NPP’s are required to exercise and demonstrate proficiency in the plans every 2 years (evaluated by NRC)

State, Local, Tribal and Territorial (SLTT) Government Preparedness:
Establish a radiological annex to the community All Hazard E-Plan
Make the final decisions and issue any Protective Action Decisions (PADs) needed to keep their citizens safe
Only a State or local government can order shelter or evacuation- Not NRC, FEMA, or the  Nuclear Power Plant
SLTTs are required to exercise and demonstrate proficiency in the plans every 2 years (evaluated by FEMA)

The NRC serves as the lead federal agency during radiological events involving its licensees or NRC licensed materials. The NRC  also provides expertise during other radiological incidents.

Authorities:
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended
Established regulations on civilian uses of nuclear materials and facilities
Energy Reorganization Act of 1974
Established NRC
National Response and National Disaster Recovery Frameworks, Response and Recovery Federal Interagency Operational Plans (FIOPs), 
and Nuclear Radiological Incident Annex to the Response and Recovery FIOPs 
NRC is national lead for coordinating Federal response to events at nuclear power plants.
If event reaches the severity to become a national / international event US Department of Homeland Security coordinates federal effort, NRC is still the lead for “onsite” activities.
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MORE INFORMATION ON THE NRS CAN BE
FOUND AT:  NRT.ORG

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This concludes this brief introduction to the NRS.  I would be happy to answer questions.  Also, if you would like additional information on the NRS, please visit the NRT homepage at:  WWW.NRT.ORG

[NOTE TO SPEAKER: Depending on your audience, you may also want to conclude by stressing the following planning organizations:
State;
Local communities;
Responders;
RRTs;
LEPCs; and/or
LEPCs and Area Committees]

http://www.nrt.org/


QUESTIONS?
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