
Department of the Interior 
• In a Nutshell



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to DOI. The buffalo is the official symbol, not the nutshell.



Our History

• Created in 1849
• Over the years
• Now

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DOI was created in 1849 and referred to as the catch all agency.  Interior has housed the Bureau of Education, Bureau of Prison, Labor, Patent, the war department.  You name it, we had it.  Our first woman Secretary, Gale Norton in 2001.  Now we are known as the agency that 



Our Mission

• Conserving our land and water
• Generating revenue and utilizing our 

natural resources
• Expanding outdoor recreation and access
• Protecting our people and the border
• Modernizing our organization and 

infrastructure for the next 100 years
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Department of the Interior 
Roles & Responsibilities

• Participates in preparedness and response activities

• One of the three Departments that are  Natural Resources Trustees

• Works with the Responsible Party(s) and State and Tribal trustees to 
protect natural and cultural resources and environmentally sensitive 
areas.

• Provides emergency management, preparedness, and response 
expertise and support to OSCs conducting the response

• Provides scientific/technical expertise in areas such as protecting natural, 
cultural, and historic resources; mapping; modeling; offshore oil drilling

• Conducts Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) to scientifically 
determine injuries, restoration needs, and compensation for lost public 
use of injured natural resources and secure restoration through either 
regulation, settlement, or litigation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DOI participates in preparedness activities to make sure our resources are considered, which includes regulating oil facilities, participating in exercises and preparation and maintenance of contingency plans
DOI participates in response activities to make sure our resources and expertise are considered in response decision making
DOI is one of natural resources trustees (USDA and NOAA being the other two)
DOI provides scientific and technical advice, information, assistance to help prevent or minimize injury to natural and cultural resources and historic properties (such as public lands, NPS units, national wildlife refuges, fish hatcheries, endangered species and migratory birds, and national monuments
DOI provides scientific expertise and assistance in mapping, biological resources, geology, and hydrology
DOI provides expertise in and information on offshore drilling and production practices and facilities and offshore minerals
DOI maintains computer models for oil spill trajectory analysis and calculation of pipeline oil discharge volumes
DOI conducts Natural Resource Damage Assessment to determine the extent of damages to environmental resources and obtain compensation for restoration




Trivia

• How many Bureaus does Interior have?
10

• Can you name the Bureaus?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DOI has 10 Bureaus, 8 of which provide assistance and roles in a response under the NCP: (2 not listed are Bureau of Offshore Energy Management (BOEM) and Bureau of Indian Education)




DOI Bureaus’ under the NCP 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DOI has 10 Bureaus, 8 of which provide assistance and roles in a response under the NCP: (2 not listed are Bureau of Offshore Energy Management (BOEM) and Bureau of Indian Education)
From draft proposed revisions to NCP, § 300.175 Federal agencies: additional responsibilities and assistance.




Fish and Wildlife Service

• Protects threatened and endangered 
species and their habitats

• Provides consultations to OSC
• Permitting and Oversight
• Authorizes entry to, and oversees 

activities on, national wildlife refuge 
system lands

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FWS: 

Including migratory birds, fish, certain marine mammals, sea turtles on-shore, and historic properties; including input on appropriate cleanup techniques and actions. 
Serves as the focal point within DOI for providing consultations to OSCs regarding threatened or endangered species and their habitats. 
Coordinates all federal permitting activities for and oversight of bird hazing, collection, and treatment activities including rescuing and holding migratory birds, and FWS regulated marine mammals and endangered and threatened species and critical habitats. 
Authorizes entry to, and oversees activities on, national wildlife refuge system lands.” 




DOI is the largest land manager in the U.S.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have OVER 400 NPS units all over this map.  
Some DOI resources are “transboundary by nature,”  such as T&E species, wildlife, groundwater, surface waters, etc.




National Park Service
• Protects and manages the National Park 

System
• Provides advice on and participates in 

activities affecting historic properties and 
cultural resources

• Participates in preparedness activities and 
response decision-making 

• Independent authority under System Unit 
Resource Protection Act

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NPS: 

Responsible for protection and management of units of the National Park System including, but not limited to, National Parks, National Recreation Areas, National Seashores, National Historic Sites, National Battlefield Parks, National Monuments, and Wild and Scenic Rivers. 
Provides advice on and participates in activities affecting historic properties and cultural resources. 
For incidents involving NPS lands and/or resources, NPS can participate in preparedness activities and response decision-making for issues related to removal and remediation actions taken or planned on NPS-managed lands. 
NPS also has independent authority under the “System Unit Resource Protection Act" Title 54 USC 700721-700725 for recovery of costs on response actions taken to minimize the destruction, loss, or injury to park system resources.” 



Trivia

• What is the name of the largest National 
Park in Puerto Rico?

• El Yunque National Rainforest

• What is the name of a historic site in San 
Juan?

San Juan National Historic Site in the Old 
San Juan section of San Juan, Puerto

Presenter
Presentation Notes
El Yunque National Rainforest is located on the slopes of the Sierra de Luquillo mountains, encompassing 28,000 acres (43.753 mi2 or 113.32 km2) of land, making it the largest block of public land in Puerto Rico. The highest mountain peak in the forest rises 3,494 feet (1,065 m) above sea level.

Death Valley (3,373,063.14 acres) is the largest in the lower 48 and can be found along the California-Nevada border. 




Bureau of Indian Affairs

• Coordinating and Communicating
• Programs
• Not a substitute

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BIA: 

Assists in coordinating and communicating with, and obtaining access to, Indian lands and tribal officials. BIA has many programs to assist tribal governments and uphold Indian trust responsibilities.
BIA is not a substitute for providing direct notifications of spills to Tribes.



Trivia

• How many federal recognized Tribes are 
there in the Puerto Rico?

0

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are no federal recognized Tribes in Puerto Rico.
Recognized Tribal entities are eligible for funding and services from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) by virtue of their status as Indian Tribes. 



Trivia

• Which Bureau studies the earth and its 
processes?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of our Bureaus study the earth. USGS 




US Geology Survey

• Monitors Earthquakes
• Real-time data 
• Provides support services related to 

geology, hydrology, geospatial 
information, and natural hazards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USGS:  
Performs research in support of biological resource management; inventories, monitors, and reports on the status of and trends in the nation's biotic resources; and transfers the information gained in research and monitoring to resource managers and others concerned with the care, use, and conservation of the nation's natural resources. 
USGS biologic research laboratories can advise and support NCP responses 
USGS can also provide support services related to geology, hydrology (ground water and surface water), geospatial information, and natural hazards.”





Bureau of Land Management

• Resource protection for land and minerals 
• Expertise in emergency response
• Sampling, investigation, surveillance, 

security
• Expertise in on-shore energy production, 

cultural and historic properties, natural 
resources, and federal property acquisition 
and disposal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BLM:  

Responsible for authorization of entry to, and resource protection of, the land and minerals managed by BLM.  
BLM provides expertise in emergency response, particularly for fire and hazardous materials incidents.  
Many BLM offices are equipped to provide assistance with sampling, investigation, surveillance, and security.  
BLM also has expertise in on-shore energy production, cadastral survey, cultural and historic properties, natural resources, and federal property acquisition and disposal.” 




Trivia

• Which Bureau oversees the exploration of 
oil?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BSEE -Bureau of Safety Environmental Enforcement 
MMS (Mineral Management Service) until 2011 after the Deep Horizon incident.




Bureau of Safety Environmental 
Enforcement

• Regulates and oversees oil exploration, 
development, and production operation for 
oil and natural gas on the OCS

• Permits for oil and gas
• Facility inspections, safety research, 

develop regulations and standards, 
• Reviews/approves producers’ oil spill 

response plans, exercises  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BSEE: 

Responsible for environmental compliance and enforcement, and oil spill prevention and readiness for facilities located in both federal (OCS) and state waters seaward of the coastline that handle, store, or transport oil.  
Conducts readiness capability assessments through unannounced oil spill exercises and inspection of oil spill response equipment. 
During oil spills from offshore facilities seaward of the coastline, BSEE provides expertise on source control activities under the direction of the federal OSC.  BSEE also funds applied oil spill response research and manages Ohmsett -- the National Oil Spill Response and Renewable Energy Test Facility -- through its Oil Spill Response Research Program.”  
As BSEE and the USCG have joint regulatory authorities on the OCS, they have several MOUs that outline and describe their roles, including a MOU Signed January 2017 on Oil Discharge Planning, Preparedness and Response – BSEE provides a “Source Control Support Coordinator (SCSC) to FOSC




Trivia

• Which Bureau provides advice on dams?
Bureau of Reclamation

• What is the name of one of the largest 
reservoirs in the Puerto Rico?

Guajataca reservoir, one of Puerto Rico’s 
largest

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bureau of Reclamation

Guajataca reservoir, one of Puerto Rico's largest



Bureau of Reclamation
• Provides advice on water systems
• Expertise in Engineering and Hydrology
• Can provide design services, construction, 

contracting, and oversight

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BOR:  
Provides advice and information on operation, control, and maintenance of water systems and related resources, including dams, reservoirs, and channels.
BOR has expertise in engineering and hydrology and can provide design services, construction, contracting, oversight and administration activity.  




Office of Surfacing Mining

• Provides advice on surface coal mining 
(including abandoned coal mined lands, 
coal outcrop fires, coal mine wastes, 
waste bank stability, and toxic drainage)

• Is Puerto Rico a coal producing territory?
No

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OSMRE:  “





OEPC Leads and Coordinates DOI’s NCP  
Preparedness and Response Activities

• Coordinates expertise to Area Committee and RRTs for preparedness 
planning to ensure our resources are considered

• REOs are Interior’s point of contact and designated member of RRTs; 
receive spill notifications from NRC.

• Provides leadership, coordinates, and promotes consistency in 
carrying out DOI’s environmental emergency preparedness and 
response to ensure that DOI provides support to the FOSC

• Response to oil spills and hazardous substance releases from vessels 
and/or facilities under DOI management and control 

• Manage and oversees PRFAs for DOI Bureaus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several offices under the Office of the Secretary.  The Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance (OEPC) is one of them and is where I’m located.  OEPC leads and coordinates Bureaus expertise to execute the Department of Interior’s NCP responsibilities:

Includes requiring each bureau to have an Environmental Safeguards Plan for All-Hazards Emergencies (DOI ES Plan) consistent with the Department wide ESG plan.  The ESG plan provides guidance and direction to DOI Bureaus and Offices to protect natural and cultural resources and historic properties, and DOI lands, resources, and other environmental interests.
Provides coordination of expertise to Area Committees and the RRTs for pre-incident emergency planning and preparedness activities;  Work of RRT by DOI done by our REOs.  REOs  are DOI’s POCs, receiving and disseminating spill notifications.   BSEE also actively participates in the RRTs they have regulated facilities in (gulf, pacific, AK). Providing expertise and oversight regarding oil spill preparedness requirements and spill abatement activities for fixed facilities on the OCS.
FWS participates in RRTs as resources allow, but all RRTs have at least one REO engagement which then communicates with rest of DOI bureaus.
REO can also assist in the UC during a spill or can assist the OSC with engaging and obtaining Interior’s experts within our bureaus as part of the UC.  To effectively engage and obtain DOI expertise may require providing a PRFA..  
OEPC worked for over 5 and a half years to lead the DOI Pollution Removal Funding Authorization (PRFA) Cost Documentation Team to review and improve DOI bureaus/offices' reimbursable cost documentation packages and submit them to the US Coast Guard (USCG) National Pollution Funds Center (NPFC). 
DOI PRFA guidance in our Environmental compliance memorandum (ECM) 16-4






DOI Role - Environmental Compliance 
Endangered Species Act (ESA)
• Endangered Species Act (ESA) compliance is triggered 

for pre-approved actions – such as pre-approved 
dispersant plans and any actual response actions to a spill

Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DOI’s premiere role under the NCP is ensuring Environmental Compliance in a spill response to ensure that the response to the spill  does not damage or destroy what we are trying to protect. 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) compliance is triggered for pre-approved actions – such as pre-approved dispersant plans and any actual response actions to a spill.  

Migratory Bird Treat Act is another important environmental compliance requirement during a spill response, and why it is important to have a resource manager as part of the UC, regardless of whether or not a NRDA is anticipated to be needed as a specialist will be best able to ensure compliance of the response without then delaying or hindering the response.  




DOI Role - Environmental Compliance 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act can be 
achieved by implementing the national Programmatic Agreement on Protection of 
Historic Properties During Emergency Response Under the National Oil and 
Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (1997);

• Historic Sites Act & Antiquities Act
• Archaeological Resources Protection Act 

(ARPA)
• Archeological and Historic Preservation Act

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Another important compliance law is the NHPA.  The NRT members have set out how to comply with the NPHA’s Section 106 consultation requirements under the Programmatic Agreement on Protection of Historic Properties during emergency response under the NCP (1997).

DOI has been engaged in and lead the NRT’s section 106 work group.  Other historic preservation acts include the historic sites act and antiquities act; Archaeological resources protection act; and archeological and historic preservation act.

The NPS is the Interior’s lead under these acts and for historic and cultural resources.





DOI Role - Environmental Compliance 

• U.S. Treaties with Sovereign Indian Nations
• Tribal consultations pursuant to Executive Order 13175: Consultation 

and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments (Nov. 6, 2000); the  Presidential 
Memorandum on Tribal Consultation dated November 5, 2009; and DOI policy per 
Secretarial Orders 3317 and 3206 

• Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) 
• Sacred Sites (Executive Order 13007 - Access and Use of Sacred Sites )

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We must also be in compliance with the US Treaties with Sovereign Indian Nations:

Tribal involvement in the UC is critical, both for responses that could impact Tribal cultural resources as well as for spills directly on or impacting tribal lands.  Tribal consultation is  required in recognition of tribal sovereignty pursuant to Executive Orders and acts such as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act.

Interior supports and encourage the work of the EPA to improve tribal notification following the Gold King Mine as direct notification by OSCs to tribes is critical in ensuring effective involvement of the tribes in a response

DOI has also begun work to improve the engagement and involvement of tribes in Plan development as we believe it is important for tribes to understand the NCP response structure BEFORE spills happen.  Early engagement in planning also assist with tribal participation in a response when there is already a good relationship with tribes before a spill.

DOI has an Inland Oil Spill Preparation Program (IOSPP) to train and prepare Bureaus for oil spills. We have been working to engage and involve tribes in those training classes.  We held a training last month in Vero Beach, FL and another training is scheduled for Jackson, MS in September.






Dual DOI Roles - Response to Spills & Releases

1. Support the FOSC
Provide support to the FOSC 
in areas of DOI expertise. 
Examples:

• Wildlife operations

• Spatial analysis

• Resource protection

• Cleanup standards and 
technology review

• PRFA management and 
review

2. Land Management, 
Resource Protection & 
Tribal Coordination
Ensure protection of DOI 
lands, resources and trust 
responsibilities. Examples:

• National Parks, Wildlife 
Refuges, BLM lands

• Endangered species, 
migratory birds, 

• Ensure tribal 
representation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TO SUMMARIZE:    DOI fulfills two roles in the event of an oil spill or hazardous release, (1) assist the FOSC and (2) protect DOI trust lands and resources:
As support to the FOSC, DOI provides technical expertise in areas such as:
cleanup standards and technologies review, 
providing mapping and spatial analysis assistance,
protection of natural and cultural resources, 
wildlife capture/cleanup/release, 
compliance with the ESA,  NHPA Section 106 and  Tribal Consultation
and the management and review of costs transfers for PRFA reimbursement.

As a manager of trust lands, resources and responsibilities, DOI works to:
ensure the protection of DOI lands and associated natural/cultural/historic resources, such as National Parks, Wildlife Refuges and BLM lands; 
ensure protection of endangered species and migratory birds; 
ensure protection of American Indian assets held in trust by DOI; and
ensure that tribes are consulted and considered in emergency federal actions. 



QUESTIONS?

Joyce A. Stanley, MPA
Regional Environmental Officer
US Department of the Interior
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
(404) 331-4524 - Office
(404) 331-1736 - Fax
(404) 852-5414 - Mobile
joyce_stanley@ios.doi.gov
http://www.doi.gov/oepc/atlanta.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My contact information


mailto:joyce_stanley@ios.doi.gov
http://www.doi.gov/oepc/atlanta.html
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