Regional Response Team IV Meeting
Response Technologies Committee
February 14-16, 2006
Savannah, GA
1.
Attendees.  EPA, NOAA, DOI, CG (D7, Sector Miami), OSHA, Alabama DEM, 

South Carolina DWQ, Kentucky DEP, North Carolina DEP, Florida EMA, 
 
Tennessee EMA.  States were concerned no representation from ACOE or FEMA.  

2.
Response Technology Committee Meeting.

 a.
Streamlined process for use of dispersants in near shore environment – 
 

1) NOAA/DOI introduced discussion to the states about use of dispersants in



inland waters inside the 3NM boundary currently pre-approved (non National 
 


Marine Sanctuary waters).     


2) This would require, from each state, a Section 7 Consultation for Threatened 



and Endangered Species and an Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) assessment from 
 


NMFS.


3) References for review:
 


i) NOAA 3-D toxicity threshold model (NOAA web-site)
 


ii) 2005 Dispersant exercise report conducted in Florida Keys National Marine 
 



Sanctuary

b.
Trustee notification and identification of planning/response contacts - 


1) Team acknowledged little progress accomplished so far



i) Who are all of the State trustees?



ii) How high up the political chain does the IC organization reach out to?



iii) Deadline?

c.
Finish preparation of Region 4 Pre-Approval for Solidifiers -
 

1) Final draft was presented to Committee for signatory ratification.
 

2) Intent is to be finalized and signed by next RRT meeting.


3) Still requires Section 7 Consultation and EFH assessment from each state as 



appendixes.


4) Also any additional controlling attachments to the appendixes from each state 



regarding use.

d.
Preparation of Pre-Approval of Surface Washing Agents -


1) Due to Hurricane Katrina, progress was delayed 

e.
Review policy and guidance documents - 


1) Pre-Approval for Use of Dispersants and Pre-Approval for In-Situ Burning is 



now 8-10 years old and a request was made to State reps to  review for current 



agreement.  (Shallow water application was revisited during this discussion



item.) (Deadline?)

f.
Chemical agent test protocols - 


1) Under revision, coordinating with Selection Guide/NCP update and RRT 3


2) Discussion was opened regarding use of Bio-remediation agents.  The



historical RRT 4 position is non-approval.  States will not allow the 



introduction of a non-indigenous micro-organism, but were open to the use of 
 


fertilizers on a case-by-case basis.  CG position was that Bio-agents have not 
 


produced results sufficient for consideration as an emergency procedure only 
 


for shore polishing/recovery.

g.
Development of RRT agency response capability matrix - 


1) I recommended using the FEMA resource typing model to align the various
 


equipment and personnel toward a common capability definition. 
3.
Training Issues Highlighted in Discussions

a) NOAA working on a Trustee Workshop

b) NOAA working on a 2-4 hr module for application of surface washing agents           

