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Introduction from Co-Chairs:

Lance Richman, USEPA, Acting Co-chair
Welcoming Comments:

Lance Richman, USEPA, Acting Co-Chair
CAPT William Marhoffer, USCG D14 Prevention, Acting Co-Chair
LCDR Joe Zwack, USCG D14 Prevention, Co-Coordinator
Meeting Started at 11:00 AM American Samoa Time: VTC locations included San Francisco, Honolulu, and Guam

Updates from EPA Acting Co-Chair:  Lance Richman
· Relayed  Dan Meer’s appreciation for the work being done by the USCG on the ORRT and the USS CHEHALIS. 

· We need to continue collaboration during meetings.
· The annual Executive Steering Committee meeting was held in January 2009 at EPA Region 9 Headquarters in San Francisco to review and approve the annual report and the Oceania Regional Contingency Plan (ORCP).  Both were approved and signed. The ORCP will be reviewed and updated every two years, so if anyone sees any changes that they would like to include, please forward them and they will be considered during the revision process. In addition, the Operations Manual was completed and signed.  
· Janis Heple (UC Davis extension) will be serving as the Chair for the training Sub-committee, but was unable to attend today; she will be looking for people to assist.
· 2009 Standing Meeting schedule:  Honolulu meeting will be held on July 21st and will possibly be a 2 day event. Saipan meeting is going to be scheduled for October or November, but the exact date remains undetermined.
Updates from CG  Acting Co-Chair:  CAPT Marhoffer
· 2009 NRT Conference in Charleston, SC - There has been pressure to follow these meetings with exercises: There are several new job aids at the NRT level  to assist with convergent volunteers and HAZWOPER. These are complex issues and must be addressed.  They are coupled with challenges in the media and it is believed that we can coordinate better.  Much of this was learned during the COSCO BUSAN incident in San Francisco Bay last year. This needs to be addressed and included in the ORCP. 
· LCDR Zwack informed the group that he attended the NRT meeting in Charleston and the websites for the NRT and the RRTs will be changing and upgraded.
· Added political pressure is stemming from the media’s control over peoples’ perception of a situation. This results in more complex management of each situation or issue. 
· 2009 Standing meeting for Guam/CNMI will be in Saipan this year – TBD whether an equipment deployment exercise in Saipan will be held in conjunction with the meeting. Guam should advise on the matter. Might be able to coincide with a USCG event.
Updates from Co-Coordinator: LCDR Zwack 
· USS CHEHALIS status report 

· CHEHALIS is believed to still have over 115,000 gallons of aviation gas, motor gas, and diesel fuel on board and a variety of other fuels and lube oils in much smaller quantities.  Dive operations personnel will be arriving this Sunday (April 26th, 2009) to set up a command post.  Coast Guard Sector Honolulu representatives and Marine Safety Detachment American Samoa personnel will be on-scene to coordinate and assist.  The dive operations platform will be a local crane barge moored over the vessel and secured.  One of the big challenges will be transport and disposal of fuel off-loaded due to the suspected high volume of lead in the fuel.  This will be the first phase of a two or possibly three phase evolution.

· The Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) in Honolulu has opened up the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) for $750,000 for remediation and oil removal with the first phase of this project currently underway. Divers will be arriving on Sunday to conduct Phase I – survey.

· Phase II – Removal. All volatiles will be dealt with. Issues with transport because of high lead content from the 1940’s. Suspect that oils will be eventually placed directly into a barge.

· Phase III – Disposal.  Options being reviewed.
· Navy EOD personnel will also be involved with the effort and be part of the team because of possible unexploded ordnance.  In addition, they will be employing the use of an Remote Operated Vehicle (ROV) to assist in the assessment.  

· 2008 ORRT Annual Report – no questions.
· More focus should be placed on providing training opportunities, so stay flexible for last minute plans for each meeting (i.e. June equipment training in Honolulu should be to coincide with the July 21st meeting).
· USS PORT ROYAL grounding  

· Honolulu - 3 days - 250,000 Gallons of diesel on board, sewage…etc. No oil discharge , but 800 meter reef scar (NOAA is working on this with the USN). There was some suspected sewage discharge. Set up a mobile command post, had 7 tugs on scene, and mobilized the Clean Island Council.
· USN provided funding for the activation of an inter-agency response. 
· There were pollution reports generated throughout the incident. 
· Pago Pago ORRT-related activities for week of 20 April.
· LCDR Zwack provided activities going on this week which included the District Response Advisory Team’s (DRAT) work with the Vessel of Opportunity Skimming System (VOSS) and the Table Top Exercise (TTX) going on.

General Discussion:
· Mike Gawel from Guam EPA  would like to identify first responder training that could be taught.  He also wanted to thank the EPA for the excellent NRDA training that took place in Guam last year.

· Ruth Yender pointed out that approximately 5 years ago there was a Science of Oil Spills training that may be ready for repeat.  She also suggested that the ORRT consider going to Maui for the ORRT meeting in July to visit the Whale Sanctuary and engage with local LEPC and other responders.

· LT Crecy - an equipment deployment during the summer in Honolulu harbor may help to coordinate the meeting in July with training needs.  Currently it is scheduled for an earlier time, but this might be changeable.

· Lance Richman - exactly the type of thing the training committee should be involved in and we should all be working on coordinating training efforts.

· Paul Brown feels that we need to communicate better with each other because of the turnover rate on the islands.

· Judy McCoy announced that her office is now under DHS and use to participate on a regular basis, but less involved the last few years. However, TEMCO will now be an active member and looks forward to working closely with the ORRT in the future.  Also, acknowledged that it is wonderful we are going after the USS CHEHALIS now.  It had been discussed for years and some significant movement is now happening.

· DOI wanted to know if pollution reports were generated during the PORT ROYAL incident.

· CAPT Marhoffer said that pollution reports were being generated throughout the entire PORT ROYAL incident and the Coast Guard was imbedded within the USN Command Post.  DOI was being informed of the status as other agencies were.  And, it was clear that it may not have been the best set up as they went through several hot-washes, but ultimately it worked out.  There were reports of a slight sheen in the area but it was never confirmed which vessel it was coming from.

· Ms. Port then asked if the USN or the USCG brought in NOAA or Fish & Wildlife and if Cynthia Pang could provide information regarding the PORT ROYAL.

· Ruth Yender (NOAA) confirmed that they were involved immediately.

· Paul Brown asked about the cause of the grounding and why it happened.

· CAPT Marhoffer said it is currently under investigation.

· Cynthia Pang was unable to comment on the current investigation.
· CAPT Marhoffer did say the USN did a good job.  The CG and Tesoro were also ready to go into action if it began to discharge.  Also the DOH is pursing the USN for damages.

· LT Crecy will be deploying the VOSS with BP on their vessel.

· CAPT Marhoffer also pointed out that a CG Boom deployment would also be occurring.

· LT Crecy said that it wasn’t originally planned but we would like to deploy the boom.

· LCDR Zwack continued on explaining that Clean Islands council will also be conducting ICS training for one day.  In addition the USN dive crews will be coming in to dive the USS CHEHALIS over the next 3 weeks, which will be the first phase of the overall operation.

Promulgated Oceania Regional Contingency Plan and Path Forward: Chris Curatilo, ERRG (10 minutes) 
· ORCP was completed with the exception of the appendices.

· Appendices will cover boundaries of jurisdiction as well as several other necessary specifics.

· Pat Port - Demarcation is a requirement for the USCG and EPA, but there are areas covered by other agencies as well. Who should engage them for assistance? Chris will ensure that they are contacted.
· MOU/MOA should be located in the ORCP for quick reference in such cases.

· Ocean dumping permits – There are 3 designated sites for dumping. Issues with these sites arise from their lack of use. They are no longer common knowledge. We need to build a step-by-step manual to  address ocean dumping.

· Information and any assistance with the completion of the appendices will be VERY helpful. 

· By law the ORCP should cover specific information, giving a broad overview of a local contingency plans. The first 15 pages of the plan are great for a response already in progress.
· There will most likely be a TTX combined with the Saipan meeting. Please look through the plan to become familiar with it.
The presentation will be available on the web site.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

Recent EPA Planning and Response Activities in the Pacific: Chris Weden (US EPA) (30 minutes)
· November – Abandoned chlorine cylinders in American Samoa : Used this as a training opportunity.

· Samoa Power Authority found 7 full cylinders to be used as a first responder training (as well as  hazcating, air monitoring, Multiray refresher).
· Issues arose with faulty equipment, safety plans, and ultimately methods. 

· This project was not able to be completed, however, it will continue at a later time. Neutralization seems to be the best method. 
· Guam laws are changing to include harsher punishment for the smuggling of volatile or hazardous material onto the islands as well as improper disposal (pesticide containers dumped on farm lands). We’ll be collaborating with the lead agency on disposal projects in July, hopefully helping the efforts to build an opportunity where they can clean up (amnesty pick up) hazardous materials properly. CNMI would like to get on board. 

The presentation will be available on the web site.

Provisions of Disaster Relief and Recognition;  assistance to the FSM  and RMI – USAID and FEMA MOU: John Quidachay (US AID) (30 minutes)
· The VTC needs to be fixed to provide a split screen for PPTs. Noted.
· Looking forward to islands being self sufficient in cases of emergency.
· Covered the disaster response plans for USAID and FEMA for the Marshall Islands.
The presentation will be available on the web site.

Break 
Brownfield Activities and Their Impact  in Oceania: Pankaj Arora (EPA – Brownfield’s coordinator for the Pacific Islands) (20 minutes)
· Brownfield program provides the technical and monetary support to communities to rehabilitate their property from small contaminants.

· Grants are available, through job training, to the territories and states:  1208A grant, 124k Grant.

· CERCLA funding typically does not consider petroleum as a HazMat however under Brownfield initiatives it is and can be used to clean up or dispose of oil. 

· Oversight of US Territories is done  by Hawaii.
· Guam – Funding
· $400,000 EPA for the assessment for petroleum and hazardous sites.
· $600,000 for the clean-up of sites near Guam International Airport.
· $1.6 million per year

· CNMI – Funding
· $550,000 under 120A.

· $400,000 for petroleum and hazardous waste.

· $1.7 million per year

· American Samoa - Funding
· $350,000 under 120A
· Hawaii –  Funding
· $3.2 million
Technical difficulties again
· 1400 VTC connection was lost.

· 1405 the VTC connection was reestablished.

The presentation will be available on the website.
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environmental Programme (SPREP) update, Apia, Samoa: Anthony Talouli, Marine Pollution Adviser

· SPREP’s role throughout the Pacific and some of their recent achievements.  

· This last year SPREP  trained over 130 people in oil spill response.  
· The Cook Islands became members of the International Maritime Organization (IMO). 

· They had great cooperation and a great partnership in Fiji at the ballast water conference.
· They spent 3 weeks discussing and practicing methods for conducting ballast water inspections and investigation.  
· They learned about onsite survey tools and how to use them. 
· Not all the participants had background in biology so they had to teach to a wide range of knowledge, but it was very successful and attendees are looking forward to future efforts. 
· SPREP also plans to review the PacPol and update as required.
· Mike Gawel asked if they are expecting program changes with Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP).
· Tony will be closely engaged in those efforts and will maintain his position under the marine waste and management program
U.S. Coast Guard activities in American Samoa:  LT Troy Luna (USCG MSD American Samoa)
· Currently American Samoa cannot meet the requirements under the Oil Spill Removal Organization (OSRO) program because they are linked to Honolulu’s COTP zone.  They are looking at options to separate themselves from Honolulu’s area and develop their own Area Contingency Plan.  By doing that they will be able to meet the OSRO guidelines.
U.S. Coast Guard activities in Hawaii:  LCDR Joe Herrador (USCG Sector Honolulu)
· The Response Department is made up of 2 divisions: Enforcement and Incident Management.

· Incident Management handles: pollution response and mitigation, facility inspections, container inspections, response to incidents such as the USS PORT ROYAL are an example.
· Recent adverse weather has caused problems: overturning boats.

· Multiagency task force – inspection of as many containers as possible, leading to the discovery of many deficiencies.

· Multi-agency cooperation has been key in their accomplishments. 

· Training is paramount for the CG. They’ll be holding a Federal On-Scene Coordinators (FOSC) representative course in the first week of June to help train their junior folks -  and it will be open to other agencies.
U.S. Coast Guard activities in Guam/CNMI:  LCDR John Winter (USCG Sector Guam)
· LCDR Winter from Sector Guam has been working on developing Alternate Planning Criteria for non-tank vessels and is currently under review with D14.  
· They are currently allowing daylight tank vessel operations only to come into compliance and they are working with Guam Response Services Limited (GRSL) to meet the June 1st, 2009, deadline, which will require a change in standards.
· Currently there is no dispersant policy in place, but they are working on putting one together.  
· On May 26th they will be running a simulated collision in Apra Harbor with the T/V CRUSADER.  This will be an internal CG training evolution.  
· The NPREP is scheduled for September 9th and 10th , 2009. 
· The Initial Planning Conference (IPC) is scheduled  for May 6th.  
· This will be a full scale NPREP and the USN wants to participate. 

· CAPT Marhoffer asked if the Incident Management Assist Team (IMAT) will be involved with the IPC and the exercise.  Also how much involvement from the Sector?

· LCDR Wirts from Sector Guam noted that everyone from the Sector will be involved, particularly up until the 201 briefing.  

· CAPT Marhoffer asked about ORRT involvement?

· Lance Richman also asked about ORRT involvement and acknowledged that this may be a good opportunity.
· Sector Guam agreed.
Regional and State Agency Updates - 

American Samoa Environmental Protection Agency:  Will Sili (Acting Manager, Air and Land Program)
· Responsible for 4 branches, solid waste, hazardous waste, air quality, and pesticides.
· Activities on island:

· Drinking water resources, requested assistance to mitigate methyl bromide problem. Illegal pesticides found on farms have been tracked to the shipping source. 
· Trying to come up with a site management program, for Sept 2009. Thanks to EPA for assistance.
· Off island training scheduled – local HazMat team is going to Sacramento, CA (continuing challenge) and Las Vegas, NV. A prepared and permanent HazMat Team is important.

· Emergency management – currently working with local agencies to determine the level of their response capacities. 

· March – tsunami alert. A territorial disaster plan needs to include a tsunami response. We need to reduce the inconsistencies in preparedness. 

Territorial Emergency Management Coordinating Office (TEMCO): Michael Sala, TEMCO Presented by Chip Guard -
· TEMCO wanted to thank everyone for re-engaging them in the ORRT and look forward to being an active participant.  
· They are now under the DHS.  
· They are reviewing emergency response capabilities and want to share training programs and to exercise their ability.  
· In March they had a tsunami alert that created a lot of excitement causing them to work closely with the Governor and the private Sector to update annexes.

· In order to be storm and tsunami ready, Guam is investing in a tsunami model, which would be valuable for each island. 

· TEMCO is writing a tsunami mitigation grant for Guam.

· NOAA initiative is going to be more climate focused, concentrating on sea level rise.

Hawaii State On-Scene Coordinator, Department of Health: Michael Cripps
· Department of Defense – UH submersible to find WWII ordnance.

·  Focus - There has been an increasing trend of dumping of waste probably due to the low economy. However, there is a decline in the involvement in illegal drug labs.
· OSC  Liz Galvez - working the PORT ROYAL incident.

· Exercises - Just completed a 3 day, multiagency, exercise and they’re getting ready for a multi-agency maritime exercise next week. Janet Yocum is working on a plan with FEMA to hold a typhoon exercise.

· Terry Corpus – handling tanker truck gas release that shut down the freeway and was also a multi-agency response.
FEDERAL AGENCY PROGRAM UPDATES 

NOAA – Ruth Yender: Current projects include weather pattern information, the USS PORT ROYAL incident, and they’re also planning a project in conjunction with UH to characterize the currents near the Honolulu Harbor.  

DOI - Pat Port: not available.
FEMA - John Woytak: not available. 

ADDITIONAL INORMATION:
· Lance Richman – 

· It is important to get our sources of training coordinated (NOAA – etc) so we can minimize our potential of spending a ton of money on exercises. Instead of spending money on the same training. We need to compare notes on our needs and training cycles so as to make them as valuable as possible for every agency.  
· The CG is becoming more involved in cruise ship monitoring. The potential concerns of so many ships are environmental degradation, traffic, patrolling capability, hosting, navigation, marine safety, and casualties. The monitoring responsibility is falling to the USCG.
CLOSING REMARKS (1:20 PM American Samoa Time):
· Multi-agency is the way to go. We need to get together to share the cost, time, and resources during incidents and trainings.

· Lance Richman echoed his comments, closed the meeting on behalf of the EPA and thanked everyone for coming and mentioned that the attendance was excellent and looked forward to the next one - reminding everyone about the July 21st meeting in Honolulu.
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