Oceania Regional Response Team

Meeting Minutes October 2006

Tuesday, October 24, 2006

American Samoa

(San Francisco and Honolulu via videoconference)

Opening Remarks

Leiataua (Birdie) V. Ala’ilima, Territorial Homeland Security Advisor, Territorial Office of Homeland Security

· Mr. Ala’ilima welcomed the local and federal partners of the ORRT to the meeting, and Ms. Andrea Samoa for making the American Samoa Power Authority venue available. 

· Mr. Ala’ilima made the following remarks regarding the ORRT meeting and the ORRT: 

· The federal government has adopted policies of ‘engaging and supporting’ and capacity building for local agencies, especially in remote locations.  

· The remoteness of the Pacific Islands should not be an excuse for government entities to fulfill their mission, but an incentive to think outside the box and find effective ways to perform tasks. 

· The mission statement of the ORRT appears to be too narrow to attract the support of Pacific jurisdictions in preparing for or managing catastrophic events.

· American Samoa received 100 percent of its SHSP/LETTP funding request for FY06 and is increasing specific capabilities with these funds.  A portion of the capacity building in progress could be integrated into the goals of the ORRT.  The communication of American Samoa’s current capacity and resources will be key in meeting the ORRT goals and is a reflection the ORRT’s commitment to engagement with the communities it serves.  

· As American Samoa prepares its FY07 Homeland Security application the ORRT can engage and support the application through capacity building in the hazardous materials release response arena.  

· The ORRT federal partners should actively engage and support American Samoa’s emergency response community and where feasible, tailor the ORRT vision, mission and programs to appropriately focus upon local capacity building within the communities ORRT serves.

· Mr. Ala’ilima wished fruitful deliberations to the ORRT meeting partners.   

Other Local Opening Remarks

Ms. Andrea Samoa, American Samoa Power Authority (ASPA).

· Welcomed the attendees and offered the ASPA’s facilities for future meetings.

Capt. Tucher, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) – Acting Co-Chair
· Pointed out that this is the last ORRT meeting in 2006 and discussed the upcoming ORRT annual report. 

· Reminded the attendees that LCDR Chris Curatilo is available for ICS training. 

State and Local Agency Updates

Leilani Ripley,  American Samoa Territorial Emergency Management Office: 

· Discussed updates in planning and response to tsunamis in the past year with marked areas and sirens.

· Additional capabilities and projects in 2006 included the following: 

· Evacuation of special needs populations.

· Hospital surge capacity upgrades and field hospital. 

· Bomb detection and search and rescue team. 

· SATCOM and dispatch training for agency employees. 

· All hazards Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).

· GIS Mapping and tsunami modeling. 

· Collaboration with other regional entities. 

Peter Peshut, American Samoa Environmental Protection Agency (ASEPA) 

· Discussed ASEPA response capabilities and activities and projects in the last year: 

· Response capabilities are very limited by the lack of equipment, training, and personnel.

· Expanded waste oil collection through 9 cooperative programs. 

· Conducted warehouse hazardous materials inspections.  

· Conducted enforcement activities in collaboration with the US EPA.

· Discussed a 2006 spill consisted of a fuel tank trailer (buffalo) slipping into the harbor . 

Sefa Nawadra, Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)
· Described SPREP’s focus relating to response and preparedness at port facilities in Oceania, and the difficulty of covering smaller outer island areas. 

· Discussed  the risk from ships in transit in the area that do not call at local ports, and the difficulty in regulating these vessels. 

EPA Update on Recent Actiities

OSC Chris Weden,  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
· Chris summarized recent responses and environmental projects conducted in American Samoa and Oceania: 

1  Removal of improperly disposed anhydrous ammonia from the KS Market, 

2  Removal of anhydrous ammonia from the village of Lau’li including use of the Incident Command System to better manage the multi-agency response (USCG, US EPA, Fire Department, and TEMCO), 

3  Recent disposal and replacement of PCB-containing transformers from the LBJ Hospital,
4  School laboratory chemicals that were lab-packed and shipped for proper off-island disposal with the transformer, and  

5  The discovery and removal of plastic explosives during the construction of the new Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 

Lt. Jim Dupureur,   USCG American Samoa  

· Lt. Dupureur described  spills and responses in American Samoa in 2005 and 2006 including the following: 

· In 2005 there were 305 gallons of fuel spills including 150 from the fuel dock. 

· The instructions were translated into Chinese and Korean between 2005 and 2006. 

· In 2006 the fuel spills were reduced to 40 gallons. 

LCDR Allan Tyndale,  USCG 
· LCDR Tyndale  described  responses to natural disasters in 2006 including typhoon Ioke and the Hawaii earthquake: 

· Response to the Category 5 typhoon Ioke included a potential spill of 2,000 gallons of fuel from a research vessel at Johnston Atoll.

· The same typhoon caused potential spills from the 2.4M gallon fuel tanks on Wake Island.  The USCG performed assessments with the Pacific Strike Team and the Cutter Sherman.  The fuel tanks were not damaged. 

· On October 15 an earthquake on the Island of Hawaii caused damage to the harbor/docks, gasoline and diesel fuel lines at Kawaihae commercial harbor.  The USCG oversaw the emptying of the lines to prevent a significant spill (~2,000 gallons). 

· The wooden vessel Pacific Laurel was damaged by high seas 150 miles south of Oahu and spilled approximately 900 gallons of diesel.  

Other Federal Agency Updates

Patricia Port and Lydia Faleafine-Nomura, Department of the Interior (DOI)
· Pat summarized DOI - US Fish and Wildlife staff response to typhoon Eoke.

· Lydia described DOI funding to hospital and educational facilities. 
CDR Susan Muza,  U.S. Public Health Service, ATSDR, 
CDR Muza provided an overview of ATSDR’s mission and role, including the function as ESF 8. 

· The CDC and ATSDR maintain a 24-hour emergency response line at 770-488-7100.  

· The CDC and ATSDR also provide toxicological profiles for several hundred chemicals on their web page and on CDs (available on request). 

Janice Heple , University of California at Davis 
· Janice described UC Davis’ role as part of a consortium to support HAZWOPER training including staff in American Samoa, Guam, CNMI, and Hawaii. 

· UC Davis and Janice are available to design courses and train responders. Including urgent training during nationally-significant disasters.  

John Rothenberg, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - Fisheries 
John presented the assessment and restoration projects at Cape Flattery and Casitas.  

· He also described a new process to burn unexploded ordnance rather than detonating it in place. This was successfully used off the coast of Kauai in August 2006. 

· NOAA is currently assessing damage from Typhoon Eoke to Wake Lagoon.  

· NOAA also provides training support such as the 2006 Natural Resources Damage Assessment (NRDA) conducted in Hawaii. 

Barbara Bufon, Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA)
Ms. Bufon discussed OSHA’s role in response. Under the National Response Plan OSHA is responsible for worker safety during a response. OSHA can provide coordination between safety officers from multiple responding agencies and provide worker training. One example was OSHA’s assistance to the USCG for a removal operation in Guam in 2006. 

ORRT Update

Lance Richman,  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Lance provided an update of the 2006 activities and the plans for 2007 including the following: 

· The Draft Oceania Regional Contingency Plan will be distributed for review to the ORRT members. 

· A new ORRT website is in progress and will be available at the next ORRT meeting. 

· The proposed 2007 meeting schedule includes a conflict with TOPOFF 4. 

Closing Remarks
Capt. Tucher,  USCG – Acting Co-Chair
· Capt. Tucher opened the floor for discussion regarding the issues raised by Mr. Ala’ilima in his opening remarks. 

· Mr. Ala’ilima was no longer present at the meeting; therefore, he could not respond. 

· Capt. Tucher thanked the attendees and suggested that the videoconferencing format may not be ideal for discussion. 

Kay Lawrence,  USEPA – Acting Co-Chair
· Kay also suggested that the videoconferencing format was not ideal for open discussion. 

· Kay also acknowledged the issues raised by Mr. Ala’ilima and the difficulties unique to the ORRT’s geographic coverage. 

· She re-iterated the US EPA’s continued commitment to the Pacific area and mentioned the assignment of Lance Richman to assist with planning and response. 

ATTENDANCE LIST FOR OCEANIA REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM MEETING OCTOBER 24, 2006

(includes videoconference attendees)

	American Samoa DHS
	Le' iataua Birdie V. Ala' ilima

	Office of Insular Affairs, DOI
	Lydia Faleafine-Nomura

	Office of Insular Affairs, DOI
	Patti T. Matila

	ASEPA
	Silia Time

	ASEPA
	Peter Peshut

	ASEPA
	Losefatu Vaouli

	ASPA
	Andra Samoa

	USCG PACIFIC STRIKE TEAM
	Joe Loring

	USCG – American Samoa
	James Dupureur

	SPREP
	Sefa Nawadra

	US EPA
	Mark Calhoon

	A. S. ToHS
	Leilani Ripley

	ASPA
	Junior Lanuito

	ASPA
	Ted Leiato

	ASPA  (VTC Coordinator)
	Theresa Lutu

	ASPA
	Allen Fumiano

	DOI
	Pat Port

	DOJ
	Erik Kaufaman-Cohen

	EPA  Pacific Islands Office
	Norwood Scott

	ATSDR Reg IX
	Susan Muza

	UC Davis - Extension
	Janis Heple

	USCG
	Capt. Fred Tucher

	USCG
	LCDR  Chris Curatilo

	OSHA
	Barbara Bufon

	USCG
	Cdr Andy Norris

	NOAA 
	John Rothenberg

	EPA
	Kay Lawrence

	EPA
	Lance Richman

	EPA
	Chris Weden


Oceania Regional Response Team Meeting Minutes October 2006
Page 3 of 6

