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REGION III STANDING REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (RRT) MEETING
Ocean City, Maryland

Wednesday, September 15, 2010

0830 to 1205
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS: Mr. Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region III, Mr. Gerald Heston (Alternate), EPA Region III; CAPT Edward Gibbons, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) District 5, and David Ormes (Alternate), USCG District 5
AGENDA:

· Convene, introductions, and co-chairs opening remarks

· Welcome to RDML William Lee, Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District

· Welcome to Maryland – Mayor Richard Meehan, Ocean City

· Local Emergency Response Management System – Mr. Joe Theobald, Emergency Services Director 

· RRT III Coordinator’s report – Ms. Linda Baines, USCG

· PRESENTATIONS

· National Incident Command - DWH Response Operations, Mr. David Ormes, CGD5

· Post Liberty RadEx Update - Bill Steuteville, EPA

· State/Commonwealth Reports

· Maryland

· Delaware

· Virginia

· Pennsylvania

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· Department of Commerce (DOC) – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

· Department of Interior (DOI)

· Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

· General Services Administration (GSA)

· Department of Defense (DOD) – U.S. Navy

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

· U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Forest Service

· Department of Transportation (DOT)  – Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)

· Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/ Protective Security Advisor (PSA)

· Department of Energy (DOE)

· Department of Justice (DOJ)

· Department of Labor (DOL) – Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

· Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) EPA 

· Sector Baltimore (Upper Chesapeake Bay Estuary Area Committee)

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Virginia and Coastal Maryland Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo (Lake Erie Area Committee)

· Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)

· Sector North Carolina (Coastal North Carolina Area Committee)

· Sector Ohio Valley

· Closing Remarks and Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· RRT III Meeting Schedule and Agenda – Wednesday, September 15, 2010

· Region III Regional Response Team Annual Report – January 2009 – December 2009

· 2010 Workplan for Regional Response Team III

· Regional Response Team Standard Operating Procedure
· Memorandum of Understanding Among DHS FEMA, EPA, and US ACOE for Contaminated Debris Management

· Sector Delaware Bay FOSC Report 
· Ballot for 2011 RRT III Meetings

· MSU Pittsburgh USCG FOSC Activity at a Glance Report
· GSA – Mid-Atlantic Focus Newsletter for Customers of the GSA Public Buildings Service – Spring 2010

· GSA – Mid-Atlantic Focus Newsletter for Customers of the GSA Public Buildings Service – Summer 2010
· Emergency Preparedness & HAZMAT Response Conference Brochure
· Deepwater Horizon National Incident Command presentation 
· Liberty RadEx National RDD Exercise presentation
· NRT Quick Reference Guide: Fuel Grade Ethanol Spills (including E85) handout
MEETING NOTES:

The RRT Co-Chairs, Dennis Carney (EPA) and CAPT Edward Gibbons, and Dave Ormes (D5) made opening remarks. Mr. Ormes thanked everyone for the organization, the great workshops and training sessions this week. Introduced CAPT Ed Gibbons who is the new D5 Chief of Response Division and the new RRT 3 Co-chair. CAPT Gibbons introduced RDML William Lee who is the new Commander of D5. RDML Lee provided the membership with his history in the region, including being a Virginia born.

Everyone was asked to introduce themselves and state their agency/affiliation.

Mr. Carney also welcomed everyone and commented on the attendance increase for this meeting. There are new priorities and tasks that this RRT will need to address in the wake of the DWH response. Thank you to the ACOE for the presentation and beach tour of the Beach Re-nourishment Project. We have a lot to do as a group and it is encouraging that so many of you are present and are participating in this regional effort. Thank you.

WELCOME TO MARYLAND - Mayor Richard Meehan, Ocean City

Mayor Meehan was unable to attend.
Local Emergency Response Management System, Mr. Joe Theobald, Emergency Services Director

Mr. Theobald welcomed all RRT participants to Ocean City and provided the audience with an overview of their organization’s relationship with the Maryland Department of the Environment. Ocean City is a unique community in Maryland with a significant tourism impact on the area. 
Thank you for what you do and assisting the city and the state to be better prepared. 
RRT III COORDINATOR’S REPORT 

Linda Baines, USCG D5, welcomed and thanked all speakers and participants of the meetings on Monday and Tuesday with their many interesting presentations and training opportunities. Ms. Baines thanked Alan Williams and Ben Anderson for the Tabletop Exercise held yesterday during the workgroup meetings – it was very educational. 
Ms. Baines reported the following:  

· Please turn in your ballot for the 2011 meeting locations today. January 2011 dates (25-27 January) and location (Fredericksburg, VA) already selected. We will then let you know when and where our May and September 2011 meetings will be after the ballots have been tallied.

· The RRT and Region III website’s web address is; http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) Homepage website address is now:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/. 

· VA  and Coastal Maryland Area Committee and Upper Chesapeake Bay Estuary Area Committee Joint Meeting will be held immediately following this Standing Meeting

· HAZMAT IQ training will be held on the first day of the RRT meeting in January – only 50 members are allowed. Will send out registration form for members; if we have additional room in this class, we will offer spaces to others.

· Clean Gulf Conference is scheduled to be held October 19-20 in Tampa, Florida. For more information, visit www.cleangulf.org. 
· The 21st Triennial International Oil spill Conference will be held May 23-26, 2011 in Portland, Oregon. For more information got to www.iosc.org . 
· RRT III’s next meeting is scheduled for January 25-27, 2011 in Fredericksburg, Virginia (location to be determined)

· RRT IV’s next meeting is scheduled for October 21, 2010 at the Hyatt Regency in Tampa, Florida. This meeting is scheduled to coincide with the Clean Gulf Conference.

· Caribbean RRT’s next meeting is scheduled for October 26 - 28, 2010 in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

· If you have topics or suggestions for training or presentations – contact Linda Marzulli, EPA, at marzulli.linda@epa.gov, or Linda Baines, USCG, at Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil.

PRESENTATIONS:

The following presentations were given at the Standing RRT meeting in Ocean City, Maryland on September 15, 2010.
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PRESENTATION – Thank you to Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz, FEMA for her long service with this RRT. A certificate of appreciation was given to her by the RRT 3 Co-chairs.

PRESENTATION – National Incident Command - DWH Response Operations - David Ormes, CGD5

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. For additional information, please contact David Ormes at david.t.ormes@uscg.mil or by phone at 757-398-6585. As this incident is still ongoing so the information reported in this summary is limited to the presentation.
Mr. Ormes provided an overview of the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) Response National Incident Command (NIC) organization and operational process for this response. The NIC reported to the Secretary of DHS during this response; typically would be directed through the National Response Team (NRT).

The Two RRTs involved in this response were in Region 4 and 6. They were both very active in the response decision-making. They had to address and make decisions on many issues regarding the use of alternative technologies, including dispersants and other response options within their regions. CAPT Austin (Sector Delaware Bay) was in the Command Post in Houma as one of the Federal On-Scene Coordinators Representatives (FOSCR). This presentation gave the organization chart for the NIC, including the individuals. 
· The key roles were filled and the Situation Unit was key in the response. At the NIC, the SITU operated 24/7 with multiple briefings per day. ERMA was a key component for the NIC Situation Unit. 
· Strategic implementation components were tasked with how to move forward with the response. Take the real-time information being gathered and try to look ahead.
· Interagency Solutions Group (ISG) – basically an NRT workgroup was broken down into topics of importance for the response. Mr. Ormes was in the Countermeasures and Alternative Technologies group with Scott Lundgren (USCG D1) and were primarily concerned with sand berms in the area as a response method to keep oil out of state waters. The National Wetlands Permit Process 20 resulted from their efforts. If the USCG wants to deploy boom and they install a permanent mooring device, they will have to undergo the permit process. Other groups in the ISG included:
· Analysis Workgroup

· Ecosystem, Archaeological, and Cultural Workgroup

· Public Health & Worker Safety Workgroup

· Community Engagement Workgroup

· Economic Assistance & Recovery Workgroup

· Integrated Services Team (Claims) Workgroup

· Critical Resource Management Workgroup

· Flow Rate Technical Workgroup

· Seafood Safety Workgroup

· The NIC was stood up when it was a regional issue. Why did this occur in this manner as it goes against the teachings of ICS?  The NIC was stood up to act as a buffer on national level issues and media and public concerns. The NIC brought in the right people to help with the national response. A lot of issues came to the NIC and never went anywhere else – these issues were resolved by the NIC. The NIC helped with response planning and capabilities in other parts of the country. This was the first time we stood up the NIC. It resulted in an active decision-making process that looked on issues from the national level, and as we progressed we were tasked more by the NRT (e.g., flow rate from the well, oil budgets, etc.).
PRESENTATION – Post Liberty RadEx Update - Bill Steuteville, EPA

This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. For additional information, please contact Mr. Bill Steuteville at Steuteville.William@epa.gov or 215-814-3264.

This was the largest National Tier 2 Emergency Exercise that EPA has ever been hosted. For this exercise, EPA was involved as ESF-10 when the focus was a radiation response. Mr. Steuteville is the regional coordinator for Region 3 and coordinated between Regions 4 and 5 who co-hosted this exercise. The exercise was held in Philadelphia, PA in April 2010. Mr. Steuteville opened with a mock video media public service announcement (PSA) that was used to start the exercise and provided the background information on the incident. The After Action Report is still being developed so the information reported in this summary is limited to the information in the presentation.
This exercise had more than 1,000 participants from 30 agencies. Its focus was on cleanup and recovery operations as well as community recovery for weapons of mass destruction (WMD) event and the interaction of the various responding agencies. The RAD program is the lead for the radiation response. The presentation listed the responding/participating agencies involved in this exercise.
The scenario was of a Radiation Dispersion Device (RDD) and the post emergency response (when the immediate emergency response is over and Fire Department has handed off the response to the federal agencies) and focused recovery operations - trying to get the impacted people back into their homes (approximately 1 million people affected). This exercise required a robust, mature ICS organization (example organization charts are provided in the presentation). Community recovery planning was also a big focus of this exercise. Mr. Steuteville provided trajectories of the radiological dispersion and the recommended evacuation and cleanup priorities from the incident blast.
Lessons Learned: 
· EPA does not have the expertise to address a RDD. Non-radiation personnel were brought into the exercise and trained to perform radiation monitoring and assessment. 
· Exercise Safety versus real-world safety – planning for radiation and daily monitoring issues need to be addressed further. 

· Community Advisory Forums with Stakeholders and their importance in a real event and for this exercise. Public outreach and education on the recovery process is critical for the response. Some of the issues addressed by this Forum included waste handling issues for the community and the prioritization of addressing the impacted areas, storage and disposal options, etc.

· The Incident Management System (ICS) is the correct system for an incident of this magnitude and needs to be continued and reworked to address an RDD situation. Just-in-time training was also a very important tool for the responders/participants. Continual training and exercise is required for the response community.
· The After Action Report identified 14 major corrective actions for EPA (not final); over 90 corrective actions were identified to date. In general, EPA as an agency needs to:
· Determine how Superfund cleanup criteria apply to RDD and improvised nuclear device (IND) incidents.
· Refine radiation dose policy for radiation worker program; as part of this exercise, we developed 18 new SOPs for radiation policies – these need to reviewed, revised, and incorporated into EPA policy.
· Review and revise the planning section components of ICS in terms of EPA’s involvement in an RDD / IND event.
· Stakeholder involvement for an incident.
· Crisis communication planning for an incident of this type; this includes additional radiological communication tools and products that we can pre-deploy/modify for a real incident.
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS

Maryland 

Representative Alan Williams of the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) reported current incident concerns for Maryland are Mercury spills. As a result of a discovering that cleanup standards are different between OSHA and EPA during a high school mercury spill response, currently tasked with developing SOP for dealing with mercury cleanup.
Delaware 

Representative Ellen Malenfant, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DE DNREC), had no incidents to report. But she did want to say thank you to the RRT for providing regular updates to this RRT member agencies relative to the DWH incident.
Representative Ben Anderson, Delaware DNREC, had no additional incidents to report, but added:

· They conducted just-in-time SCAT training for various OSCs. The training went well and was done prior to deploying many of the SCAT members to the DWH response
· Conducted a SCAT refresher course for Delaware team members
· He has been asked to conduct additional SCAT training for EPA and other member agencies

Virginia
Representative Gregory Britt, VADEM, reported the following:

· 1,100 notifications of chemical/oil spills were reported in the last 6 months; thankfully, no major events. VADEM responded to 72 of the notifications.
· VADEM personnel participated in RRT 3conference calls relative to the DWH response. The Governor of Virginia wanted to review the state’s spill response plan to ensure that his concerns were identified and addressed. 
· VADEM was contacted by the media on the Commonwealth of Virginia’s readiness for a significant oil spill response like DWH. Information gathered from the RRT was invaluable in meeting the information needs of the state and the media requests.
Representative Shawn Weimer, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), reported the following: 

· VADEQ participated in the Region 3 DWH response and coordination. DEQ worked with the localities engaged in the potential response and concerns from DWH. This response has sparked interest by many agencies / organizations that have not participated in the past for planning and training for response.
· A Water Quality Assessment Program was initiated and is underway in the Chesapeake Bay. Water and shoreline samples are being taken to establish a baseline for the waters of VA. They are also deploying passive samplers in Virginia state waters that sample and will evaluate what the fisheries are exposed to in the water column.

· Marcellus Shale Activity – interest is high and local resistance is increasing. VADEQ is upgrading their permitting process for oil and gas exploration opportunities. NOTE:  Dennis Carney (RRT 3 co-chair) wants to do briefing on the Marcellus Shale issues in the region. With this oil and gas exploration, there is a great potential for environmental impacts to groundwater and drinking water resources. We are likely to have additional incidents and blowouts and we need to be prepared at the federal / state level for responding to these incidents.
· USFWS offered a 24 Hr HAZWOPER class and allowed several of our agency members to get their certification.

Pennsylvania 

Representative Kerry Leib, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), was not present.
West Virginia 

Representative Rusty Joins, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), reported the following:

· Marcellus Shale blow-out – WVDEP responded to a well blow out. The incident was caused when one well was incorrectly drilled and resulted in sparking a methane pocket in an abandoned coal mine. 
· Mason County, WV has a wildlife area that has 40 or so WW II TNT bunkers that are leased to WV DNR. In May, one of the bunkers exploded. It was determined that many of these bunkers contain approximately 5-800,000 lbs of old propellant (50 caliber). DEP is currently conducting a multi-agency investigation to determine the stability of this product as well as to determine what procedures DEP needs to get rid of the propellant properly.
District of Columbia 

Representative Paul Dill from the DC Department of the Environment (DC DOE) reported:

· The DCDOE participated in several suspicious package incidents in recent months.
· DHS provided awareness training for the district at the FBI academy. The training included information on RDD and other types of incidents. 
· DOE has also experienced renewed interest in contingency planning due to the DWH incident. Initial requests to quantify and validate response inventories are underway. The DC HAZMAT Sub Committee is conducting an inventory of first responder resources and in the surrounding areas to determine response capabilities for our National Capitol Region (NCR) area. Using this information, DCDOE will determine what our state level response capabilities are. Members of our DCDOE are currently serving as technical advisors and must rely on our HAZMAT responders for response.
AGENCY REPORTS:

The following sections describe agency reports presented at the Standing RRT Meeting.

DOC 

Representative Frank Csulak, NOAA SSC provided the following information:

· NOAA responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico with 60-70 people having been on the response continuously. 
· NOAA Announcements:
· Atlantic Strike Team (AST) is conducting a salvage training workshop on Sept. 28-29th at Fort Dix.
· The USCG Crisis Management Training will be held on October 18th in Yorktown, VA. The class is full, but the December course still has seats available.
· Continue development of North Carolina Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI) Map. The contractor is nearing completion on the project and is on target and budget for this update. Pushing for completion in fall of 2011.

· Updating and revamping the NOAA SCAT tools (e-SCAT and other training tools for data management) is on hold for now. A workshop is tentatively scheduled for some time in February 2011.
· Arranging a meeting with Nature Conservancy regarding Delmarva / eastern shore assets and response. Will be coordinating for all RRT agencies. Mr. Csulak will send out announcement and more details once they are finalized.

DOI 

Representative Mike Chezik, Department of Interior Region III, reported the following: 
· DOI responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico. This response has been a huge challenge for DOI because of the tremendous number of DOI resources in the area – 36 National wildlife refuges (NWR). These are the number one priority to Secretary of Interior. In total, DOI:
· Responded with 573 personnel working from Pollution Removal Fund Authorizations (PRFAs) totaling $39 million. 175 miles of shoreline was heavily oiled of the 700 miles that were oiled. 

· USFWS response included 6,000 dead/live birds collected of which 50% oiled and 85% of those were released; 1,000 sea turtles collected; 500 released alive. 
· MMS was reorganized and was renamed the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE).
· Secretary Salazar restricted under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) categorical exclusions for activities offshore that provide minimal risk;  
· DOI personnel also responded to three pipeline events (2 from Enbridge and 1 from BP) during this same time frame. 
We shouldn’t lose perspective on spills following DWH incident. The nearly 1,000,000 gallon spill from Enbridge pipelines are still very significant and would be the second largest spill in US history. Region 5 is very busy with these responses.
ATSDR 

Representative Bob Helverson, ATSDR Region III, reported the following: 

· ATSDR Atlanta responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico. They are continuing to monitor the EPA data for chemicals, PAH, etc.
· ATSDR continues to work on a number of public health activities in the region:

· School

· Asbestos

· Cancer concerns

· Etc.

· They are working closely with all state and local health agencies to determine who the points of contacts are when working in an area.
· Annual partners meeting for states and local health agencies

· Marcellus Shale issues and the larger human health issues associated with any resulting environmental impacts (e.g., impacts of rock fracturing on drinking water). 
· The CDC is monitoring for health impacts for mountain top mining.
· Working on scenario regarding the Bluestone dam failure (located in Hinton, WV) and its consequences; working with local and state organizations, as well as industries, to develop a more fully fleshed-out contingency plan for the area.

FEMA

Representative Dick Polley wanted to extend a big thank you to Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz for making his transition to the Region 3 RRT representative so smooth. He also reported:   
· Mary Ann Tierney was sworn in as the new FEMA Region 3 Administrator. 

· A Steering Committee is being formed to review the possibility of the Bluestone dam failure (Hinton, WV) and consequences planning with local and state organizations are underway. If you have not been contacted and should have, please contact Dick Polley for more information.

GSA 

Representative Maryann Toniazzo, GSA Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, reported the following: 

· The new Administrator for U.S General Services Administration, Martha Johnson, was confirmed in February 2010.

· The new Regional Administrator for the Region 3, David H. Ehrenwerth, was sworn in this month.

· The GSA Regional Office of Emergency Management coordinated disaster support efforts to for 14 presidential declarations (West Virginia – 4, New Jersey (south) – 3, Pennsylvania – 1, Maryland – 2, Delaware – 1, and Virginia – 3). We issued emergency leases for office space, land for temporary housing, and contracts for services. 
· The GSA Mid-Atlantic Region partnered with the Pittsburgh Federal Executive Board (FEB) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to conduct Resilient Accord, a Cyber Continuity of Operations Workshop, on May 26, 2010. Several members of the GSA Pittsburgh Field Office staff along with representatives from over 25 local, state, federal and private agencies participated in this daylong event. This exercise focused on the response to the potential consequences of a cyber attack with an emphasis on continuity planning to ensure organizations can continue the performance of mission essential functions. The Mid-Atlantic Regional Office Building staff also participated in the Philadelphia FEB sponsored interagency Continuity Exercise Liberty Down ’10 earlier in May. Representatives from over 20 agencies in the Philadelphia area participated in this continuity deployment exercise. GSA focused on customer outreach during this exercise assisting agencies with their reconstitution plans and processes. Both the exercise and workshop were an excellent opportunity to collaborate on continuity planning. 
· The Mid-Atlantic Region participated in the Liberty Radiation Exercise (Liberty RadEx) hosted and sponsored by the City of Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) during the week of April 26, 2010. This National Tier 2 Full-Scale Exercise involved over 800 local, state, and federal participants positioned at ten different venues in Pennsylvania. The Liberty RadEx scenario involved the detonation of a Radiological Dispersal Device (dirty bomb) outside the William J. Green Federal Building in Philadelphia. Since the scenario specifically destroyed a GSA facility, Field Office staff were deployed to the EPA command center and participated a multi-agency functional exercise that covered building evacuation, continuity, initial response efforts, and recovery operations 60 days forward. GSA also staffed the Joint Field Office (JFO) venue representing Emergency Support Function 7 and actively participated in discussions involving community recovery. 

· GSA Mid-Atlantic Focus Newsletters Spring 2010 and Summer 2010 has information on Energy and Environmental Goals, GSA’s move toward Zero Environmental Footprint, Green Activities and Opportunities, information on Recovery Act projects in the Mid-Atlantic Region. The Spring 2010 issue also has an article introducing Martha Johnson the new Administrator for GSA.
DoD U.S. Navy 

Representative Bill McGowan, the Interim Navy On-Scene Coordinator (NOSC), reported:

· The USN responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico by sending many of their response resources and personnel. SUPSALV provided most of their CONUS resources and quite a few of their OCONUS response assets. As part of this response, the Navy formed an oil spill response detachment to receive and organize all of the Navy assets from around the country. Assets from Region 3 came primarily from the Sector Hampton Roads area and included five (5) skimmer systems and five (5) utility boats and personnel to man and operate them. All personnel and equipment have returned after going through decon, maintenance and repairs from Gulfport, MS. Very little actual oil was collected by the Navy skimmers.
· Will send formal letter informing Sector Hampton Roads that we are back up to full response capabilities. 
· CAPT Austin thanked the DOD USN personnel for their participation in the response.
USACE

Representative Mickey Mulvenna reported:

· The ACOE was involved at the NIC for the DWH response. They participated in the Region 3 Conference calls from their regional office in North Hamilton and Philadelphia districts. ACOE provided some of their response assets and participated in their permitting role.
· Ms. Mulvenna served as the Team leader of ESF-3 in Liberty RadEx for wastewater and infrastructure issues. She sat at FEMA regional office and worked to address the long-term recovery issues raised during this exercise.
· Locally, Ms. Mulvenna serves as a non-voting member of the Delaware River and Bay Oil Spill Advisory Committee. 
· The ACOE have several upcoming rehabilitation projects underway as a result of damage from last November’s Nor’easter.
· ACOE participated in the Hopper dredge exercise at Fort Mifflin in Philadelphia this summer.
· Army prime power unit, the 249th Battalion from Hawaii, will be performing critical facility power assessments for readiness purposes in the coming months. 
USDA 

Representative Kurt Gernerd was not present. 

DOT / PHMSA 

Representative Tony Murray, PHMSA, presented the following:

· DOT/PHMSA personnel responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico and the Enbridge pipeline release in Murphy, Michigan. 

DHS/PSA

Representative Ray Hanna, Maryland Protective Security Advisor (PSA) was not present.
DOE 

Representative Steve Johnson was not present. 

DOJ  

Representative Bob Brook was not present.

DOL/OSHA 

Representative Adam Hamrick, OSHA, reported the following:

· OSHA Region 3 participated in the Liberty RadEx with their specialized teams from Salt Lake City. During exercise discovered deficiency in Ammonia MSDS; manufacturer has been contacted about revisions.
· OSHA conducted internal training on response to emergencies, including WMD, biological, structural collapse, and wet decon events.
· OSHA is evaluating their permissible exposure limits (PEL) for a select number of chemicals and have solicited input form the public for recommendations on a target list of 10 chemicals.

· Marcellus Shale – OSHA is working on a local emphasis program addressing oil and gas drilling issues. We would like to recommend that we have someone from Erie office to conduct training and education on these issues for this RRT.
· Two fatalities have occurred at oil and gas exploration facilities associated with the Marcellus Shale sites.

FOSC REPORTS (AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS):

The following sections describe FOSC reports addressed during the Standing RRT Meeting: 

EPA Region III OSC Reports 

Representative Steve Jarvela, EPA OSC, reported on the following:

· Many of our OSC are cycling through in the DWH and Michigan pipeline responses. 
· Currently, we have 26 OSC in Region 3 with three (3) vacancies. Additional outreach efforts focus by the OSCs.

Sector Baltimore (Upper Chesapeake Bay Estuary Area Committee) 

Representative CAPT Mark O’Malley reported the following:

· Sector Baltimore responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico sending a significant number of personnel who rotated from the Sector. We met with the Governor in June about his concerns from DWH and possible other incidents that could affect Maryland. Maryland is very prepared for a response. The Economic Advisor to the Governor reported a significant impact to seafood safety and perception on the “cleanliness” and consumability of seafood from that area. Ocean City had a record summer public perception considered the southeast beaches to be impacted by the DWH incident. 
· A $4 million fine was levied to a Greek shipping company; $750,000 of the fine will come back to the Chesapeake Bay area. It took 7 months to get this enforcement action through the system.
· Sector Baltimore was notified to 246 NRC incident reports since Feb. 1, 2010; of these 246, the Sector responded to 147. For all of these incidents, the total estimated volume released was 1,000 gallons. There were no federalized responses during this time period.

· The Sector responded to a boat shed collapse in February due to snow fall; 80 water craft were impacted and an unknown quantity of diesel was discharged. The marina owner took responsibility and cleaned up the impacted area.
· JP-8 was discharged from Air Force One at Langley AFB. The DOD acted as FOSC for this response. The incident was almost entirely contained within the Air Force grounds. Security issues were significant; photography and credentialing issues for contractors were significant.
· There is a Joint Area Committee meeting with Sector Hampton Roads today following the Standing meeting. During this meeting, the topics being addressed include:
· Volunteers Management Plan

· Auxiliary partners to verify FRP phone numbers

· Updated marine fire-fighting section of ACP

· Working with Sector HR for geographic response plan

· AOR-wide pollution response inventory including our DOD facilities

Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) 

Capt Austin reported that the Sector has responded to 124 incidents since the last RRT meeting. Most are minor events, but several were federalized. He also reported the following issues:
· Sector Delaware Bay responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico. The Sector sent 163 personnel for that response. CAPT Austin was on scene for 3 months.
· The Sector participated in seven (7) HAZMAT incidents during this last few months thankfully, all were minimal spill incidents.
· Discussed Operation Clean Sheen in Atlantic City, NJ area. Numerous mystery sheen incidents were being reported in the area. The Sector team identified four (4) objectives for addressing this issue and conducted this operation in 3 phases over a 30 day period:  
· Phase 1 – establish CG presence; 
· Phase 2 – education of the community; 
· Phase 3 – Observation and Enforcement. 
The operation resulted in several positive results. We issued many tickets and got more than 200 mariners and workers educated with increased awareness. Three illegal transfers halted (trucks driving up to boats for refueling). We will plan to conduct Operation Clean Sheen again in Cape May, NJ this Fall 2010.
Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) 

Representative CAPT Mark Ogle (FOSC) reported on the following:

· Sector Hampton Roads responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico. The Sector deployed 181 personnel for this response. 
· The Sector addressed additional focus on tourism and media interest regarding readiness and preparedness and to deal with the perceived threat of DWH response in the area. 
· Three incident cases of interest:

· Railroad issue of an engine having an incident on an open swing bridge resulting in a 1,000 gallon diesel discharge. The incident closed the shipping channel. The FRA provided a great response effort and was cooperative in their cleanup efforts.

· Boat fire was  April 28, 2010 – three boats catch fire – no determination of cause; 2 boat owners responded; 1 had to be federalized; Fire Department did a great job in this response from the water.

· Boat fire on an 80’ vessel, released 150 gallons into a containment area.
· Coordination with ACOE to discuss the USCG/ACOE relationships to the new incoming classes of cadets. 
· Hurricane Earle – developed lessons learned; the Lynnhaven anchorage is too exposed and is not suitable for vessel storage during significant weather events. As a result, we have revised our hurricane planning.

Sector Buffalo – (Lake Erie Area Committee) 

Representative from the Sector Buffalo was not present:

Sector Ohio Valley 

Representative from the Sector Ohio Valley was not present:

MSU Huntington (Ohio Valley)

Representative CDR Chris Palmer reported the following:
· MSU Huntington has a new Commander. 
· MSU Huntington responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico providing over 100 individuals from this MSU / Auxiliary that participated in this response. 
· The number of oil spills are down over the last 3 years, resulting in approximately 60 incidents per year. This decrease is being attributed to the MSU’s partnerships with industry. We began conducting a quarterly incident summit with industry to dissect oil spill causes and to coordinate prevention. The largest spill in 2010 is 1,000 gallons due to sunken vessel that was successfully salvaged.

· We are working with EPA Region 3, WV, OH and KY to come up with an inland comprehensive ACP. Bob Kelley is the lead on this effort from EPA.

MSU Pittsburgh (Port of Pittsburgh Area Committee)

Representative CDR Richard Timme reported on the following:

· MSU Pittsburgh responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico rotating 10 percent of the Unit for participation in this response.
· The Three Rivers Response Council (Co-op) ran a first responders training course for area first Responders. 150 firefighters participated in the training.
· Refer to the MSU Pittsburgh’s Coast Guard FOSC Activity at a Glance RRT Region III Meeting (Handout) for more details on these and other incidents.

Sector North Carolina (Coastal North Carolina Area Committee) 

Representative CDR Brian Thompson from Sector North Carolina reported that:

· Sector North Carolina responded to the MC252 Deepwater Horizon well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico with 148 personnel deployed. 
· Briefed Governor Purdue’s office on the area contingency plan as the governor wanted to determine North Carolina’s state of readiness for response to a large incident like the DWH.
· The North Carolina Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI) maps are being updated for the Sector. 
· We will be relocating the Sector Command Center to be co-located in Wilmington, NC.
MSU Wilmington 

Representatives from MSU Wilmington were not present.

CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT:

The Co-Chairs again thank everyone for attending the Region III RRT meetings this week. Thank you to all our speakers for their dynamic and interesting presentations. If you want to volunteer or know of a speaker for upcoming RRT Meetings, please contact RRT Coordinators, Linda Baines (Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil) or Linda Marzulli (Marzulli.Linda@epamail.epa.gov). The next Region III RRT meeting is scheduled for January 25-27, 2011 in Fredericksburg, Virginia. Additional information will be provided as soon as hotel arrangements are finalized. Please continue to check the RRT III website’s Upcoming Meetings section at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. 
Immediately following this meeting, the Virginia Coastal Maryland Area Committee and the Upper Chesapeake Bay Estuary Area Committee will hold their Joint meeting in the Captain’s Quarters at this facility. LT Kristen Preble, is the POC for Sector Hampton Roads, Commonwealth of Virginia; LCDR Jonathan Adrechik is the POC for Sector Baltimore.
RRT III Meetings for 2011:

· January 25-27 , 2011 – Fredericksburg, VA
· May 24-26, 2011 – Rehoboth Beach, DE
· September 13-15, 2011 – Lancaster, PA
Websites for the RRT

RRT III new website address: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. 

Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) homepage new address:  http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org. 

The Standing RRT Meeting adjourned at 1205.
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