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SPILL RESPONSE COUNTERMEASURES WORKGROUP
Ocean City, Maryland

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

1300 - 1430

CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
AGENDA:

· Introduction and welcome

· PRESENTATION - Alternative Technologies – Dan Parker, CIAgent Solutions. 
· PRESENTATION – OR&R’s ERMA (Environmental Response Management Application) & NOAAs Deepwater Horizon Spill Response – George Graettinger, NOAA
HANDOUTS:

· Copy of Alternative Technologies presentation

· CIAgent Solutions tool box

MEETING NOTES

Mr. Boyd welcomed all workgroup members and other present regional response team (RRT) members. 
PRESENTATION - Alternative Technologies – Dan Parker & Jack Stevens, CIAgent Solutions
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on these Alternative Technologies, please contact Dan Parker at dan@ciagent.com  or 502-267-0101 or 800-255-6073. 

Mr. Parker provided an update on the status of some of the alternative technologies and solidifiers in particular that were evaluated for use during the Deepwater Horizon Response in the Gulf of Mexico. He provided the membership with a small sample spill kit that allowed the membership to actually “play” with the CIAgent product so that they could have the experience of seeing how the product works and what it becomes following activation and solidification of the oil (diesel) within the test kits.
CIAgent was activated by BP for the response and participated in the response in the Mobile Command Post. Mr. Parker summarized their involvement and the involvement of other alternative response agents at the National level, regional and local levels and expressed their frustration in terms of their lack of use by the Regional Response teams that have undergone pre-authorization process for using the various products.  
PRESENTATION – OR&R’s ERMA (Environmental Response Management Application) & NOAAs Deepwater Horizon Spill Response – George Graettinger, NOAA
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the Regional Response Team (RRT) Region III website at http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on the ERMA program, please contact George Graettinger George.Graettinger@noaa.gov or 425-891-7817.
Mr. Graettinger gave the presentation on the Environmental Response Management Application (ERMA) program as it was utilized for the Deepwater Horizon response in the Gulf of Mexico. First he gave the membership of an overview of ERMA’s history in response and restoration efforts since its inception. ERMA was designated by Adm. Allen as the mechanism for the Common Operating picture for the DWH response. ERMA is being or planned to be used in the Arctic, Region II and the Great Lakes areas. Additionally, Mr. Graettinger provided a list of lessons learned relative to the use of ERMA for the DWH response. The biggest benefit to ERMA over other response management systems was that ERMA allowed all datasets to be shared among the agencies and organizations.  
Mr. Graettinger provided some of the example products and information feeds to supply ERMA data layers.

· Collaboration is required among the data producers and users
· Need to leverage exisiting resources and data for DWH and future sites

· Currently working to leverage ties with Google for potential 3-D rendering and enhancements for KML ingestion of response data
· Continue customization of ERMA

· Animation requests for data layers (beta release)

· Complete outreach and training materials are being developed
· Apply lessons learned from DWH to Caribbean Site – stand alone version (not reliant on the web)

· Work with EPA and RRT2 for site development in region II (New York & New Jersey)
· Develop in Pacific Islands, Great Lakes, Arctic, and other plans
For access to the public site, go to http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov for the Deepwater Horizon Incident response. For access to the responder side of the information, you must gain access from NOAA.
NEXT MEETING

The next RRT meeting will held be in Fredericksburg, Virginia from January 25-27, 2011. Check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. 
This meeting was adjourned at 1430. 

