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INFORMATION MANAGEMENT WORKGROUP MEETING
Ocean City, Maryland

Tuesday, September January 14, 2010

1525 - 1600

COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Dick Polley, FEMA
AGENDA

· Agency Fact Sheet Updates

· PRESENTATION  – National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center – Thomas J. Wells, Program Manager, National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center / International Association of Fire Chiefs
MEETING NOTES

Mr. Dick Polley, FEMA welcomed all workgroup members and other regional response team (RRT) members that were present. He welcomed Mr. Tom Wells from the National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center / IAFC. 
PRESENTATION – National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center – Thomas J. Wells, Program Manager, National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center / International Association of Fire Chiefs
This presentation is provided in its entirety on the RRT Region III website at: http://www.rrt3.nrt.org. For additional information or if you have any other questions on the National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center and the services they provide, please contact Tom Wells at twells@iafc.com, 703-273-0911 or go to the Hazmat FC website at http://www.hazmatfc.com/Pages/Home.aspx/. 
The Fusion Center is a free, voluntary, confidential, and secure web-based portal that serves as a data and information network for:

· hazmat teams

· first responders

· federal, state, and local agencies

· private sector

It is in year three of the cooperative agreement with the US DOT. 
· The Hazmat Fusion Center is a one-stop shop for the collection, analysis, and dissemination of information about hazmat emergency response. 

· The Hazmat Fusion Center ties together the hazmat training network, analysis of significant hazmat incidents, exploration of hazmat technologies, and continued development of hazmat tools and resources. 

· The Hazmat Fusion Center offers a national communications network for hazmat responders to share information in the areas of responder safety, training, and lessons learned. 

· The Hazmat Fusion Center is focused on the safety of hazardous materials emergency responders no matter what their primary discipline and improving the safety of hazardous materials transportation. The Hazmat Fusion Center is also addressing the day-to-day type of hazmat accidents that occur across the country. 

· Most state fusion centers are primarily funded through the U.S. Department of Homeland Security or U.S. Department of Justice with a primary mission of supporting law enforcement and homeland security. 

Key features of the Hazmat Fusion Center:

· Regional Incident Survey Teams (RIST): comprised of veteran hazmat experts that respond post-incident to hazmat incidents by invitation of local or state jurisdictions or at the request of PHMSA. They gather and disseminate lessons learned and smart practices from real incidents by creating reports and training packages available on the Hazmat Fusion Center portal. RIST survey topics can include:
· Gasoline
· Carbon Monoxide
· Styrene

· Hydrofluroic Acid
· Hydrochloric Acid
· Asphalt

· Chlorine

· Etc.
· Public Area Web Portal: a free resource that serves as a one-stop-shop for hazmat response information. Training packages, smart practices, lessons learned, hazmat statistics and trends, alerts, recommendations, and other resources are available from this portal.

· Members Only Portal: some information is only available via a user name and password access-restricted site. This includes full RIST incident reports, access to the hazmat discussion forum for users to exchange information and learn from one another.
· Incident Reporting System:  allows hazmat teams to enter, manage, and analyze their own hazmat incident reports. Local jurisdictions enter their reports and the National Hazmat Fusion Center is able to create a national picture of what is happening with regard to hazardous materials. The Fusion Center then disseminates national and regional hazmat statistics and trends. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1600.
