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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
Ocean City, Maryland

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

1610 - 1700
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS:  Dennis Carney, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Gerald Heston, EPA; CAPT Edward Gibbons and Dave Ormes, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Fifth District 
AGENDA:

· Welcome new CG RRT III Co-Chair 
· Welcome new FEMA Region III)
· Workgroup meeting reports

· Proposed January 2011 RRT III training worksheet

· HAZMAT IQ Training

· Draft 2011 Work Plan 

· Ballot for 2011 RRT III Meetings

· DWH Observations and Experiences

HANDOUTS:

· Executive Committee (EC) Agenda, September 14, 2010

· Ballot for 2011 RRT III Meetings

MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Dennis Carney and Dave Ormes, and CAPT Edward Gibbons opened the meeting and welcomed committee members. All members were asked to introduce themselves and their agency affiliation. Mr. Ormes introduced the new USCG D5 RRT 3 Co-chair, CAPT Edward Gibbons who has replaced CAPT Mike Andres. 
Additionally, Mr. Carney exended a welcome to our new Information Mangement Workgroup Chair and FEMA Region 3 representative to the RRT, Mr. Dick Polley. Due to an internal FEMA reorganization, Mr. Polley is replacing Ms. Catherine Mercogliana Pomerantz in this position and as chair of this workgroup.
WORKGROUP MEETING REPORTS:

Inland Area Committee Meeting – Mr. Steve Jarvela (EPA)

Nothing to report. During our meeting, there was significant discussion by the membership about the use of social media tools (blogs, Facebook, Twitter, etc.) that are available that could be used by our responsders to notify the public about various incidents as they occur. We will follow-up on this topic in the January 2011 meeting.

Training Workgroup - Mr. Frank Csulak, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

The Training Workgroup met and identified additional training suggestions for the January 2011 RRT 3 meeting and in the future. This included a working group session to review components of the MC252 Deepwater Horizion (DWH) well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico response and some of the lessons learned. The training will be useful in passing along information to those in our response community who have not had oil response experience. There may need to be some minor adjustments to the training schedule for January 2011 meeting as presented to the membership, but for the most part, the schedule is fixed. 
The Co-chairs agreed that the DWH reponse and lessons learned training session should be added to the January 2011 meeting schedule. 

Wildlife Response Workgroup - Mr. Alan Williams, Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE).  Refer to Tabletop Exercise Minutes for more information.
During this workgroup meeting, Alan Williams (MDE) and Ben Anderson (DNREC) facilitated a tabletop exercise for the duration of the Wildlife Response and the NRDA Workgroup time slots. This tabletop exercise was designed to familiarize the membership with response needs and difficulties of responding along the Eastern shore of the Delmarva Peninsula. The exercise identified some response gaps for the area and resulted in some additional planning efforts for this area by Sector Hampton Roads, District 5, and the States. 
· May try to schedule some turtle rescue and marine mammal presentations for the next meeting.

· Mr. Ormes is going to request an Ecological Risk Assessment be conducted for this area about specific response options and capabilities that are available and would best serve this area.

· Mr. Anderson discussed meeting with National Conservancy for the planning process, because as a major landholder of the area of concern, need to know what resources they can offer and what their responsibilities are during a response effort.

NRDA Workgroup – Mr. Ben Anderson (DNREC)

During this workgroup meeting, Alan Williams (MDE) and Ben Anderson (DNREC) facilitated a tabletop exercise for the duration of the Wildlife Response and the NRDA Workgroup time slots.
Tabletop Exercise – Ben Anderson (DNREC) & Alan Williams (MDE) 

Identified a response concern on the eastern shore of the Delmarva Peninsula. Not much planning has gone into a possible response need along the eastern shore of the Delmarva Peninsula (south of Ocean City, MD to the Bay Bridge tunnel). Should an offshore incident of significance occur in this area, there are little resources and access to an area that is composed primarily of highly sensitive shorelines, barrier islands, and sheltered back bays. Ownership of these shorelines is held by Federal agencies, state agencies, the Nature Conservancy, etc. This is a whole suite of property owners that we have not had to work with much in the past. 
Dispersants were recommended as a response tool for this area due to the sensitivity of the shorelines, resources, etc., and the limited access and response resources in the area. Will likely drop down to the Sector Hampton Roads Area Committee. Dave Ormes (USCG D5) will request USCG HQ for the money to conduct an Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) for this area with the focus on response options; dispersant use in particular. 

Action Item for States/Federal Agencies: 
· States are assigned homework to determine who is the proper official within their agency to authorize the use of dispersants?  What information does this state official need to assist in his/her decision-making (e.g., toxicity, science data)?  And what timeframe is required for decision-making within the state structure? 

Mike Chezik (DOI) suggested that the biggest response worry is likely the Chesapeake Bay over the Delmarva eastern shore due to potential risk factors.  Resources and response capabilities are lacking in both areas.  The threat is likely worse in the Chesapeake Bay due to groundings and other close calls in the Bay.  
Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup – Mr. Kevin Boyd, EPA 

· Presentation by Mr. Dan Parker of CIAgent on some of the alternative response technologies that are available and were considered for use in the DWH response.
· Due to the 8-hour HAZMAT IQ Training scheduled for the first day of the January 2011 RRT Meeting, the Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup will give their regularly scheduled time slot to the IACP Workgroup Meeting.
· Dispersants issues for this RRT – the EPA HQ are developing guidance for the RRTs to update their regional dispersant use policies with information from the lessons learned from DWH response incorporated. This effort will be the focus of future workgroup meetings. 
· In February 2011, the USCG Capability Study (CAPS) relative to dispersants application and use will come online. We should have a CAPS discussion about the final regulation during the January 2011 RRT Meeting. Linda Baines and Dave Ormes will arrange this presentation.
Information Management Workgroup – Mr. Dick Polley (FEMA)

Nothing new to report. Mr. Polley reported that they held an information briefing presentation on the National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center. Refer to Information Management Workgroup Meeting Notes for more information.
HAZMAT IQ Training 

Needed to determine the date and place to notify HAZMAT IQ (Tuesday, January 25, 2011 at Fredericksburg, VA). EPA is funding the training; however, need to determine how to distribute the 50 open spots (sectors should target first responders). Need to send out an announcement that there are 50 spaces and that the cut-off date for registration is December 17, 2010. After that date, the class can be opened up to others. 
Ballot for 2011 RRT III Meetings
Linda Baines and Linda Marzulli had to choose the date and the location for the January 2011 meeting, so the January meeting is not being voted on. The ballot for the May and September 2011 meetings will be distributed at the RRT Meeting on Wednesday, September 15, 2010 for voting.
DWH Observations and Experiences

Dave Ormes and Frank Csulak discussed some of their experiences from the DWH response. 
Other Observations

· Delaware Bay ESI Map update – likely to begin in 18 months and will likely take 18 months to complete. 
· ERMA in Region 3 – Dave’s thought is that it will have to be a national effort from the USCG; probably have a higher chance due to the DWH experience.
NEXT RRT III MEETING:

The next RRT meeting will be in Fredericksburg, Virginia and is scheduled for January 25-27, 2011. Participants are encouraged to check for updates at the RRT Region III website at: 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGju9GkA_DSXMMx7kFd_lcD__DLhw"http://www.rrt3.nrt.org/. The RCP homepage website address is 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFdkM5mMmXnc9gxuB3E3ZFemXKFeQ"http://www.rrt3-rcp.nrt.org/.

The meeting was adjourned at 1700.
