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Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting

Rehoboth Beach, DE

May 25, 2005

0800 – 0845

CHAIRPERSON:  Gary Ott, NOAA SSC

AGENDA:

· Facility Response Plans and Incorporation of Best Practices – Gary Ott, NOAA

· ESF #11 Agriculture and Natural Resources – Mike Chezik, DOI

· New Roles and Responsibilities for DOI

HANDOUTS:

· Agenda

· National Response Plan Emergency Support Function #11 Presentation Summary – Mike Chezik, DOI 

· Emergency Support Function #11 – Agriculture and Natural Resources:  Protection of Natural and Cultural Resources and Historic Properties 

MEETING NOTES:

Gary Ott opened the meeting.  Everyone introduced themselves and provided us with a small little known fact about them.  

IOSC Wildlife Meeting Summary – Gary Ott, NOAA

During the International Oil Spill Conference, a group of wildlife experts met to discuss the need for additional wildlife response planning to address the next steps following the passage of the USFWS Guidance on the Best Practices for Responding to Oiled Migratory Waterfowl.  The meeting had a wide ranging discussion relative to wildlife care for a response.  An important goal is to maintain an infrastructure of the people who provide appropriate medical care to wildlife that may be impacted by oil spills; we want to ensure that we maintain that structure in the future.  There are four ways to ensure this goal.

· Taxes - on industry and goods and services to fund these efforts

· Philanthropy – donations to support these efforts

· Planning – defining what needs to be done

· Regulatory process – example is the USCG CAPS process for OSROs

The Effects of Oil on Wildlife conference will be August 3-5th in St. Johns, Newfoundland, Canada.  The Conference membership will begin efforts to develop a guide for planning, relative to what has already been done for migratory bird species.  

Alice Johnson asked why are we only considering the oil perspective; what about impacts to wildlife from exposure to hazardous substances?  Currently there is no regulatory requirement for hazsub impact on wildlife.  Dr. Heidi Stout (Tri-state) responded that affected wildlife that are exposed to a vast majority of the hazsub out there would not be candidates for cleaning, due to worker health and safety, toxicity of the hazsub, etc..  We have to plan for hazsub wildlife impacts and deal with it, but safety is an issue because of volunteers.  We go from “what do we need to clean an oiled bird” into what training and HAZWOPER requirements and training is required to work on birds exposed to hazardous substances.  In many instances hazardous substance exposures, the affected wildlife dies before it can be collected for treatment.
PRESENTATION:  National Response Plan: ESF #11 – Mike Chezik, DOI

DOI received new instructions with the initiation of the NRP.  ESF #11 is the Agriculture and Natural Resources and Natural and Cultural Resources and Historic Properties Protection function.  Assistance under ESF #11 can be funded through FEMA under the Stafford Act or from the DOI operating budget if the Stafford Act was not activated.  The ESF #11 fact sheet can provide you with a summary for the role of DOI in ESF #11.

A copy of this presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at:  http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm.
Meeting adjourned at 0845.

