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Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting

Scranton, PA

September 14, 2005

0815 – 0915

CHAIRPERSON:  Mike Chezik, DOI for Gary Ott, NOAA SSC

AGENDA:

· Presentation – Consensus Ecological Risk Assessment for Oil Spill Planning – Don Aurand – Ecosystem Management Associates, Inc.

HANDOUTS:

· Agenda

· Using Consensus Ecological Risk Assessment (CERA) Process: An Aid to Regional and Area Contingency Planning 

MEETING NOTES:

Mike Chezik opened the meeting.  Everyone introduced himself or herself  

IOSC Wildlife Meeting Summary – Mike Chezik and Heidi Stout (Tri-State)

Mr. Chezik provided the participants with a brief summary on the status of the best practices for wildlife response next steps at the national level.  As discussed at the last meeting, an initial meeting of some of the main players in wildlife response met during the International Oil Spill Conference in Miami, FL in March 2005.  To date, no further effort has been established on this effort.  The USFWS will be involved in the process as will Tri-State.  We will keep you apprised.

PRESENTATION:  Using Consensus Ecological Risk Assessment (CERA) Process – Don Aurand – Ecosystem Management & Associates, Inc.

A copy of this presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm. 

Mr. Aurand provided an overview of the history and process of the Consensus Ecological Risk Assessment (CERA) Process for non-traditional oil spill response options such as dispersants, and other chemicals.  The process allows participants to evaluate the various needs or requirements for making the decision to use the various oil spill response tools in the “toolbox.”  Using the CERA process, participants evaluate the pros and cons from the resources standpoint for the use of various spill response techniques against the option of “no response” to allow an unbiased evaluation of the products relative to the environment.

The USCG is sponsoring the conduct of the CERA process in specific areas around the country.  The CERA process is not just for the coastal zone; the USCG conducted a CERA on the upper Mississippi River.  The next CERA will be conducted in the lower Delaware Bay in Spring 2006 and is being sponsored by USCG Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia).  For additional information, contact Don Aurand at 410-394-2929.

Meeting adjourned at 0915.

