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Wildlife Response Workgroup

Baltimore, MD

January 12, 2005

1515 - 1610

AGENDA:

· Summary of ATHOS 1 issues for Wildlife

HANDOUTS:

· Environmental Compliance Training Program Video Presentation. 

MEETING NOTES:

Mike Chezik welcomed everyone.  He will facilitate the Wildlife Panel for Wildlife issues from the ATHOS 1 incident.

ATHOS 1 Wildlife Panel Debrief – Eileen Gilbert – Tri-State; Susan Lingenfelser – USFWS; Chris Guy – USFWS; Pete McGowan, USFWS

For the ATHOS 1 incident, both DOI and USFWS personnel were notified and were on scene immediately.  USFWS personnel conduct their response to the incident under a pollution removal funding authorization (PRFA).  USFWS was asked to provide a list of response capabilities to the USCG.  Upon review, the USCG asked that all capabilities for the response and NRDA be activated to the incident.  For the ATHOS 1 incident, there were 82 USFWS personnel involved in both the response and NRDA.  USFWS personnel organized the recovery and rehabilitation efforts for wildlife and oversaw the rehab efforts by Tri-State at the John Heinz Center.  This is one of the of the largest USFWS responses in the area and in the NE.  

Peter McGowan – Annapolis Office

There was lots of cooperation and good efforts among agencies responding. Once on the spill, the USFWS first priority was to set up the wildlife triage center.  The John Heinz wildlife center was present and available in the affected areas, so the wildlife triage was established there.  Law enforcement took on the role of identification and recovery of dead animals.  When Clay Stern (USFWS Region II) was first on scene, he determined that there were extensive impacts to birds, so he went to the OPS Section chief for additional personnel and equipment to recover the affected wildlife.  USFWS personnel were pulled in from various field offices around the country (Oregon, NH, ME, NJ, DE).  We also had to set up a wildlife hotline for information on affected wildlife identified by the general public.  When a call came in, the information was collected and passed onto the JIC and a team would be fielded to do the collection.  

USFWS also provided oversight on the wildlife rehabilitation process.  Due to the number of impacted wildlife, we established a second rehab site in NJ and accessed the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) personnel to assist because we were finding lots of oiled birds.  Fortunately, we minimal bird mortalities.  APHIS was used to collect the oiled birds that were still functioning.  They used Alpha-Chloralose (a stupefying agent) for capture.  The recovered birds that were treated with Alpha-Chloralose had to be held at the rehab facility for 30 days until the stupefying agents were out of their systems.  This was because it would take 30 days for the agents to clear the bird’s systems.  Many of the birds are hunted species and it was hunting season for many of these birds.  Alpha-Chloralose can also affect humans.
Additionally, to capture the affected wildlife, the hunting season in several areas was cancelled to keep hunters from flushing un-oiled birds into affected areas.  

In summary, 550 affected birds were captured -173 dead and295 were released.  Nearly 100 remain with Tri-State.  

· Geese were the dominant species (74%) impacted; 10 % gulls; and mallards.  

· There were large flocks of snow geese south of the location but they were not impacted.  

· Some buffleheads were recovered.  

· Eagles were in the area, there were 2 eagles lightly oiled but none were collected.  To keep eagles from feeding on the affected shorelines, they put deer carcasses at the foot of the eagle nests to stop them from getting impacted by the incident.

This was a fabulous response by USFWS for both response and NRDA.

Chris Guy – Chesapeake Bay Field Office

Chris served as liaison to the field in conjunction with Pete who was in the command post.  He worked to collect affected wildlife.  Over 60 people were used for this task.  Many of the contracted resources were not appropriate for the conditions.  The APHIS folks came on scene and really helped during this incident.

Collecting the dead wildlife on shorelines is important because you don’t want scavengers being affected from feeding on dead wildlife, and it is also important for civil actions and for NRDA.  In past incidents, the SCAT collected the dead animals, however, it often takes several weeks before all of the collection procedures are initiated and worked out.  We really need to get the message out that collection was required.  Much evidence can be lost if the affected wildlife are not recovered immediately.  Early on in the spill, the SCAT and cleanup teams were instructed to not touch the dead wildlife.  However, later on a memo went out to the Operations Section Chief instructing him on how wildlife was to be collected and the SCAT were then covered under the USFWS permitting effort.  

Susan Lingenfelser – Field Office

Susan was on scene as part of the USFWS demobilization efforts.  One of the first issues she became involved with was the use of the Alpha-Chloralose use and the 30-day holding time.  APHIS hand-picked the geese to recover due to extent of oiling and Tri-State agreed with the decision to use the stupefying agent for the wildlife collection.

During the incident, there was a large congregation of oiled birds that were in the vicinity of the Walt Whitman Bridge.  Public outcry was excessive as the public could plainly see the oiled birds in the vicinity of the Bridge.  However, APHIS couldn’t get permission from the Port Authority to get access to the sites due to legal issue about the indemnity clause.  After 2 days of legal issues, USFWS brought the issue to the USCG Liaison officer and they worked to resolve the problem.  APHIS was then directed to contact with the Port Authority and it was determined that the legal issue was still in place and collection could not take place by the APHIS personnel.  After the USFWS demobilization, Tri-State was left to manage the APHIS personnel and capture of the affected birds.

There is the Perception that the USFWS pulled out while oiled birds were still out in the environment.  It was made clear that USFWS should remain on scene if birds are present.  However, USFWS feels that Tri-State is completely capable to manage the remaining wildlife response needs with oversight/accessibility to USFWS personnel.  

Eileen Gilbert – Tri-State

Eileen summarized Tri-State’s involvement and p provided the members with an update on the animal impacts.  The number of impacted wildlife quickly overran the Delaware Center.  For the response, Tri-state was operating three sites for wildlife rehabilitation –the John Heinz Wildlife Facility for wildlife triage, a secondary facility in NJ to deal with cleanup and release efforts, and the Tri-state offices in Delaware for long-term care.

· The Tri-state facility – processed 254 birds; 

· 182 animals were processed in the NJ facility; 

· The John Heinz facility handled 436 live animals from 19 different species categories; 

· The majority of the impacted animals were Canada Geese – there were a certain number of non-releasable ducks (domestic, and hybrid) animals; 56 died or were euthanized.  

· 295 birds were released or transferred.  

· Currently, they have 84 Canada Geese still in their facility and 1 mallard duck.  Tri-state cannot release treated birds that will or could fly into hunting areas.  They will continue to holding the cleaned/ affected ducks until the hunting season is over.

· Turtles were recovered and cleaned; but would not survive thru winter; they will be held until spring so that they can be released back into their original habitats.

· Tri-State trained 193 volunteers in 6 sessions – over 2,500 hours have been volunteered for the response.  

In many instances, Tri-state needs to be involved in the command post – however, in this response we had excellent interaction and communication with the trustees so they did not feel isolated as they have been in other responses.  

Birds that were still flighted, but were lightly oiled birds were hard to capture. Many of the remaining birds in the area are very trap-shy and are not having anything to do with the humans.  There now is another active push for baiting by APHIS to collect the animals still out in the environment and get them the care they need.  They are likely to die if we don’t catch them soon.  Mortality is likely higher once the weather turns colder.  We are still getting calls to collect and oiled birds from calls via the hotline.  

How was the stupefying medication administered to the affected birds?  The APHIS personnel are very experienced in targeting specific animals.  They mixed the stupefying agent in a food source and made it available to the specific birds of interest. Throughout this process, only 2 birds were recovered that weren’t oiled that were accidentally fed the stupefying agent.  

Emergency Section 7 Consultation 

We had 2 endangered species potentially impacted by the incident and the response – Bald Eagle (Nesting and foraging) and NOAA had the Short nosed sturgeon.  The response actions by USCG/EPA required a Section 7 review.  Clay Stern of USFWS was instrumental in getting the evaluation completed and pushed thru.  While Clay did the initial work, the USCG lawyers and then the USCG staff reviews it.  Following the Section 7 Consultation, there was a requirement that a formal letter go out and that all proactive actions used during the incident be documented and put in the file.  Clay was also providing informal advice about response operations relative to the bald eagles in the area.

Issues were identified on how to document the Section 7 process and all the documentation and how it was entered into the administrative record.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1610.

