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Training Workgroup

Rehoboth Beach, DE

May 25, 2005

0900 – 0945

CHAIRPERSON:  Gary Ott, NOAA SSC

HANDOUTS:

· Proposed RRT Training Subjects Based on Survey Results

· Proposed Training for RRT Meetings – May 18, 2005 update

MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Ott opened the meeting by welcoming all participants.  During this meeting, we want to determine the level of training this membership wants to cover in the future RRT meetings.  The Training opportunities identified so far today include:

1. NRP training 

· Janet Queisser (VADEQ) recommended that we need to conduct more NRP training, especially focusing on the interaction between the States and the federal response under the NRP.  

· Rich Fetzer (EPA) stated that we only are involved in NRP responses 1% of the time, so lets not get wrapped up in NRP training specifically.  99% of the time we will conduct business as usual and incorporate NRP in our training and other opportunities as occur.  We need to address how the NRP impacts these existing opportunities and incidents.

· Alan Williams (MDE) and Ben Anderson (DNREC) commented that the states are not really addressing NRP training because they are so involved in getting everyone NIMS training to meet the 2006 deadlines.  The State’s emphasis is to get NIMS up to speed and moving ahead – not looking at NRP.  

NIMS training has been done very well in this region – particularly the Industry exercise in Pittsburgh.  The key was to have the Strike team in to do training the day before the exercise and the exercise required everyone to take the EMI online course for the IS-700 and IS-800 courses.  The pre-training was key to making sure that everyone is on the same page…can’t do training during an exercise.  Everyone needs to be trained to the ICS 300 level.  Forms are a big issue in a response and during exercises.  

· Alan Williams has been working with local and state agencies and how NIMS is used for response – we have to have everyone at the state and local level trained up to ICS 300 level.  
We have done a lot of training within the organization – but what else do we need to do for the member agencies to continue to spread the NIMS message?  How do we get the message out to the state and local agencies (law enforcement agencies) that they need to do this and be prepared for NIMS?  

Group discussion continued and it was decided that the RRT should continue to do training with the EMA personnel from the states.  At each state we need to work with that state to interact with the local EMA on how the NRP, MTSA, and NCP will affect them.  We may need to further examine the RRT role in this entire mess?  How much training and how much does the RRT want to or should get involved?

· What about the public health arena?  We need to also bring them into this effort.  We are probably not as involved with them except for waste stream issues.  But in determining “how clean is clean,” evacuation issues and when to allow people back into an affected area, we need to do additional effort for outreach.  This will be a focus topic at the Executive Committee meeting later today.  

· The RRT needs to get DOJ (FBI) to regularly attend the RRT meetings – Catherine Pomerantz will continue her efforts to involve them in the process.  Additional discussion revolved around how should the RRT market our training products with our local Law Enforcement Officials (LEOs) and engage them back in our own jurisdictions and bring them into the fold.  

ACTION ITEM:  The RRT membership is asked to please review and provide guidance on the proposed training schedule with reviewing the Region III 2005 work plan and out planned training.

OTHER TRAINING:

· Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Team (SCAT) training continues to still be an issue.  The EPA OSCs took the SCAT training on the river and consider that it was one of the best training that they have ever participated in.  SCAT can be easy or complex – we need a wide range of SCAT capabilities within the region - from easy all the way to very detailed SCAT training for NRDA.  District 5 will fund the SCAT training as needed.  

· FEMA EMI training is available and is free to the state – stipends and travel can be provided.  Contact Catherine Pomerantz for more information (Catherine.pomerantz@dhs.gov.)
The Meeting was adjourned at 0945.  

