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Training Workgroup

Baltimore, MD

January 12, 2005

1420 – 1500

WORKGROUP CHAIR – Gary Ott, NOAA SSC

HANDOUTS:

· Proposed Training for 2005 RRT III Meetings – January 7, 2005 Update

MEETING NOTES:

During this session, the workgroup members and participants need to determine what training efforts we want to cover at the next RRT meeting in Rehoboth Beach, DE in May 2005.  The Training opportunities identified so far today include:

1. SCAT Training

· Basic – Rapid Assessment Teams (RAT) training that allows a quick evaluation of the impacts; not necessarily filling out forms.  This will provide Operations with an initial assessment of the impacts needed to coordinate and make initial decisions prior to launching a detailed, full-scale SCAT program.

· Moderate – documenting the extent of shoreline oiling into GIS

· Advanced - documenting the shoreline oiling into GIS, and gathering more detailed information for NRDA purposes

2.
NIMS / ICS - Training
· General NRP – IONS (Incident of National Significance)

· Focused – Stakeholder

· Joint Information Centers (JIC)

· Information Management

· Testing and Science

For SCAT training – 

We have been asking for more training in Baltimore for Moderate SCAT training.  The USFWS can offer up their offices for the training or we can have the training at Activities Baltimore.  Bruce of Activities Baltimore is working to get shared training opportunities working from the MSO.  We have the opportunity to conduct training at:

· The USFWS facilities in Annapolis - basic

· Activities Baltimore - basic

· The USCG Training Center at Yorktown - basic

· In Philadelphia relative to the ATHOS initiation again in the spring – probably only need Basic training.  May need more advanced training for a riverine system versus coastal.  

There has been some discussion that SCAT does not need to be involved with the methods of cleanup determination – have SCAT teams identify the oiling so that OPS can determine how to deal with the oiling.  There is also the issue that in spring we are going to have to deal with vegetation issues and that will become a big issue in terms of entering the wetlands, etc.  

We have a different set of problems for Philadelphia due to the spill and will have to work out these issues later.  We need training that can address response methods for SCAT training that is available to everyone in the region.  

There is no reason we can’t conduct SCAT training more than once; that will supply the states with multiple offices for the training and may be able to get more individuals at the state level trained that way.  The membership considered it invaluable to have a broad variety of personnel and skills in the training.

In Summary:

1. Working thru Ed Levine and the SCAT folks, we will conduct a late winter SCAT training in Philadelphia for the ATHOS 1 personnel.

2. SCAT training will be conducted for Baltimore/Annapolis area and the Yorktown area.  

3. General National Response Plan (NRP) – National Incident Management System (NIMS) ICS training will be held on Tuesday of the May 2005 RRT Meeting.

4. Focused training for stakeholders for future RRT meetings:

· JIC training - support of the JIC and delivering the message of the JIC.  We could possibly conduct Public Affairs Officer (PAO) training for personnel on how to be proactive with public information.  

· Information Management – following the ATHOS 1 debrief and identification of additional response needs, this RRT will have to develop products to address the identified needs and then conduct training on these products for the RRT.

· Spill Countermeasures Workgroup - Testing and science related to the use of products regulated by the NCP product schedule.

5. Need to have each workgroups further define the training needs from its membership. 

6. The EPA ERT wants to make an equipment/abilities presentation.  

7. The National Park Police were also requested to provide a demonstration of their HAZMAT capabilities.

8. A review of the Stafford Act and what enables us to do.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1500.  

