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STANDING RRT MEETING

Rehoboth Beach, DE

May 26, 2005

0830 to 1355

STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS – Dennis Carney, EPA & Dave Ormes, USCG D5

AGENDA:

· Convene, Introductions, and Co-chairs opening remarks

· Emergency Response Management System

· RRT III Coordinator’s Report

· Workgroup Reports

· Executive Committee – RRT Co-Chairs

· Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup 

· Information Management Workgroup

· Wildlife Response Workgroup

· Training Workgroup

· NRDA Workgroup

· Inland Area Committee Report

· State / Commonwealth Reports

· Maryland

· Pennsylvania

· Delaware

· Virginia

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· PRESENTATION – Mercury Spill Impacts in D.C. – Chief Lawrence Schulte and Lt. John Donnelly 

· Agency Reports: (DOC, DOI, ATSDR, FEMA, GSA, DOD, USDA, DOE, DOJ, DOL – OSHA, DOT-RSPA)

· FOSC Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

· Sector Baltimore

· Sector Delaware Bay
· MSO Hampton Roads

· MSO Buffalo

· MSO Huntington

· MSO Pittsburgh

· PRESENTATION: Special Teams Update – Environmental Response Team (ERT) and National Decontamination Team (NDT) – Dave Wright - ERT 

· PRESENTATION: USCG, USEPA, USACOE, TRPRC, and PPG Exercise 

· PRESENTATION: NRC Update – Region III Cases of Interest – ENS Yancee McLemore, NRC

· Closing Remarks & Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· Standing RRT Region III Agenda

· Delaware Emergency Notification System (DENS) brochure

· The National Strike Force (NSF) Pocket Guide brochure

· Drexel University College of Medicine Toxic Industrial Chemicals / Toxic Industrial Materials: Agents of Opportunity for Terrorism Course fact sheet

· USEPA Region III Emergency Preparedness and Prevention and Hazmat Spills Conference Notice

· Ballot for the 2006 RRT III Meetings

· Proposed Format Changes for our RRT III Standing Meeting 

· Presentation – ACP/AMSP Convergence - Mr. John Walker (USCG D5) Port Security Specialist 

DATES OF IMPORTANCE: 

· The next RRT meeting will be in Scranton, PA September 13-15th.

· ESF #10 Refresher Watch Stander Training is on June 14th in Philadelphia.

· US EPA Region III Emergency Preparedness and Prevention and Hazmat Spills Conference notice will be held December 4-7, 2005 at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.  For more information go to www.2005conference.org. 

· 2006 – Inland Industry-led PREP exercise will take place.
MEETING NOTES:

Dennis Carney and Dave Ormes made opening remarks.  Introductions were made by all present.  EPA is undergoing another reorganization within the agency; some new names and positions will be filled.  Dennis will remain the RRT Co-chair.  The USCG is now converting to Sectors and the term “MSO” will go away.  Capt. Bowling, Capt. Sarubbi, and Capt. Hartley are all retiring. We will miss them all.

I. WELCOME TO MARYLAND, JOHN HUGHES, DNREC CABINET SECRETARY
Kurt Reuthers (DNREC) welcomed everyone to Delaware and Rehoboth Beach and then introduced the DNREC Cabinet Secretary, Mr. John Hughes.  Mr. Hughes has spent a lot of his life in response mode, dealing with incidents and storms.  There is a tremendous increase in the professionalism of the responders.  It is very important to have the resources and capabilities to respond effectively.  Mr. Hughes employees have shown great competence during the Athos 1 response.  It was very comforting that these employees knew the people they were working with and that it was a very organized and effective response.

II. DELAWARE EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION SYSTEM (DENS) – ARTHUR PAUL, DELAWARE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (DEMA)
Mr. Paul provided the membership with a review of the Delaware Emergency Notification System (DENS), which is a public notification process that has been developed for the state of Delaware.  This project is the result of a partnership between DEMA and the Delaware Division of Public Health.  DENS is a call-down system that allows people to register their landline and cell phones.  This information can be activated during an emergency situation to provide notification of our citizens.  A series of questions are asked prior to activation of the system. 

The system has a process for dealing with a message left, caller ID information, etc.  They have been working through the kinks and feel that they have a 90% notification capability for an emergency, including unlisted numbers and cell phone notification.

For additional information on this DENS program, please review the brochure or go to www.state.de.us/dema.  A copy of this presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at:  http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm.
III. RRT III COORDINATOR’S REPORT – LINDA BAINES, USCG D5
Thanks was given to Gene Johnson of the Delaware Bay Co-op for extending the opportunity to travel on board the Delaware Bay responder vessel.  Unfortunately the trip was cancelled due to weather. 

If you have any suggestions for future presentations / training please feel free to contact Linda Baines or Linda Marzulli with your suggestions.
IV. WORKGROUP REPORTS:

Executive Committee Report – RRT Co-Chairs 

1. The Spill Countermeasure workgroup now has the responsibility to draft some pre-approval with some use limitations for Surface Washing Agents; this is underway.

2. The current work plan is to revisit our mission statement.  They will make a slight modification to our vision statement that will address the RRT’s role in all hazards and be consistent with the NRP.

3. There was discussion on how RRT members can get access to the FEMA Mobile Emergency Response System (MERS) for non-Stafford events; Catherine Pomerantz will further pursue some pre-established funding mechanisms and agreements so that these resources would be available to OSCs.

NRDA Workgroup – Ben Anderson, DE DNREC

1. An update on ATHOS1 was provided by Lt. Becky Jones (Sector Delaware Bay).  They have undergone a cold weather phase and have developed site specific planning for this response during the winter months.
2. Mr. Jim Hoff (NOAA DARP) provided an overview of the NRDA status for the ATHOS 1 response.

Spill Response Countermeasure Workgroup – Linda Ziegler, EPA

1. Linda Ziegler conducted a Selection Guide exercise that focused on testing and monitoring.  The exercise evaluated three surface washing agent (SWA) products that were considered for use during the ATHOS 1 incident last year.  There is a need to develop a straw-man for SWA use in Region III, which will hopefully be incorporated into the SMART guidance.

2. Mr. Jerry Conrad (USCG Sector Delaware Bay) provided a decision-making guide regarding Ports of Safe Refuge information as developed by Sector Delaware Bay.

3. Cdr. Roger Laferriere provided an update on the ARTES evaluation on the CIAgent product that is listed on the NCP Product Schedule.  It was determined to be an effective tool.

Information Management Workgroup – Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA

1. There is a new draft action plan for telecommunications.  It has been forwarded to specialists and comments were provided to Rich Fetzer to manage.  A meeting was coordinated between that group and FEMA MERS unit in Region 10 – the date is TBD.

2. We are continuing to develop Photo-documentation standards for the RRT member agencies.  This includes standards for archiving information and requirement as well as information management and distribution for public dissemination.
3. POLREPs – the workgroup will continue defining the differences between EPA and USCG POLREP information reporting requirements.
4. In the future, information for the membership will be distributed electronically to all members; Linda Marzulli (EPA) will coordinate that distribution effort.

Wildlife Workgroup – Mike Chezik, DOI

1. Mr. Chezik summarized the IOSC wildlife rehabilitation meeting, which is devoted to trying to create some infrastructure in association with the Best Practices document. They are embracing the concept of establishing the structure through pre-planning.  

2. Mr. Chezik gave a brief on new the responsibilities that DOI has under ESF#11.  They are providing assistance to better protect cultural and natural resources and historic properties, which is available to state and federal agencies and Native American tribes.

Training Workgroup – Gary Ott, NOAA

I. What is our RRT role in the NRP implementation and training?  This RRT has been doing some training on NIMS and one thing we can do is continue to do that in a thoughtful way and focus on some of the more detailed sections within NIMS.

II. At the September 2005 RRT meeting we will explore an introduction-level training and interactive exercise.

V. Inland Area Committee Report –Rich Fetzer, EPA OSC
1. Suddha Graves of E&E gave a presentation on the Geospatial Information Conference and the topics and databases discussed.
2. A report is available on line that outlines the Lessons Learned by the EPA Pre-deployment Missions for the Pocono’s and PA 500 raceway events. 

3. A summary of the Tank Barge T/B VB53 incident outside of Richmond, VA was given.

VI.
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS

DELAWARE –Kurt Ruther, DE DNREC

1. There have been many drills and exercises.  Most of the activities they engage in are drills.  

1. Technical skills are very good for hot zone entries, but they still need to work on Incident management skills and organization hierarchy.

2. There was a Port of Wilmington exercise on May 20th; technically we were ok, but management issues were a concern.

3. There was a Sector Delaware Bay exercise that involved a radiation incident.  The Immigration and Customs Export agency (ICE) was involved. 

4. There is a continuing response to UXO in offshore removals for driveway manufacture in Delaware.  The ACOE is 50% through the process of removal and stabilization of the affected properties.  They are taking preventative measures with waste management and other facilities to stop the transferal of UXO into mediums like driveways.  

5. A civilian purchased some small homes and found that the structure was constructed of ordnance crates in the house.  The ACOE worked on the removal of the contaminated ordnance with pre-existing contamination in the boxes (PCBs, etc.).

2. Delaware continues to work on developing a Civilian Support Team (CST).

MARYLAND – Alan Williams, MDE

1. Nothing new to report.

PENNSYLVANIA –Lenny Insalaco, PA DEP

1. PA DEP continues to work on the ATHOS incident.

2. PA has dealt with snowmelt and flooding and 12 counties are being declared federal disaster areas.

3. Flash slide on a creek in Allegheny County in January.

4. Train derailment (Norfolk Southern) in January in Allegheny County – Anhydrous Hydrofluoride was spilled into the river.

5. In February, an ExxonMobil pipeline explosion and fire occurred in Lehigh County; it burned for 4 days.

6. A mysterious white powder was found on an Amtrack passenger train in March.  The substance was found to not be hazardous.

7. There were two tank truck accidents on the PA Turnpike in Somerset County.

VIRGINIA 

Brett Burdick – VA DEM – not present

Sends his regrets, as he is involved in the state hurricane work.

Janet Queisser – VA DEQ

1. A fire occurred in the Shenandoah Valley, which was difficult to suppress.  There were large amounts of hexovalent chromium in the water discharge that got into a stream.  RP was initially cooperative, but became much less cooperative over time.  Thanks go out to the EPA for assistance with cleanup.

2. There was a small scale terrorism incident in city of Williamsburg.  It involved a deliberate release of elemental mercury on local councilmen’s seats.  The case is still under investigation.

3. There was a VB-53 barge incident in the James River near Richmond.  The case went well during the response.  The Local FD HAZMAT team did initial containment; they showed excellent response and effectiveness.

WEST VIRGINIA - WV DEP – Tom Fisher

1. The WV State agencies are undergoing reorganization with the new governor.  The Office of Emergency Services is being reorganized and is now The Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management; DEP is also being reorganized.

2. They ware still working on a coal car light oil spill from last November.  The spill consisted of 22,000 gallons of benzene that entered a storm drain in a residential area and entered a dry stream bed.  It has been extremely difficult to clean up.  The spill response has resulted in 450,000 gallons of contaminated water and tons of soil that had to be removed and remediated.  The extensive rain in the State has complicated the cleanup.

3. There are an estimated 200 Methamphetamine Labs in the Charleston area.  They have conducted over 100 meth labs busts in 2005 and are busy with cleanups.

4. WV DEP also dealt with a mercury incident.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - DC EMA – Kerry Payne

1. There was an anthrax exercise in VA that expanded into DC.

2. They dealt with the incident where a plane flew over the Whitehouse.

3. They are working to tighten up communication of operations between agencies, local agencies, federal and others in the Capitol District.
4. A Web EOC was purchased.  DC EMA wants to have a joint system that all agencies can use and view at the same time; HSOC and VSOC are also both using it.  

5. Battalion Chief Lawrence Shultz is going to the Mercury Spill Impacts to a DC high school.

PRESENTATION – Mercury Spills Impacts to D.C. – D.C. Fire Battalion Chief Lawrence Schultz and Lt. John Donnelly 

Most of the incidents were intentional releases at high schools.  Presenters summarized the actions and lessons learned by the coordinating agencies (EPA, CG, DCEMA, Health Department, Police and Fire personnel).  Coordination and communication is very important and DC responders have managed to coordinate and can be on-scene within 20 minutes within the District.  The importance of a unified response was greatly stressed.  The response kept students corralled and did not let them leave as a method to reduce the spread of contamination.  

The Clearance level (“how clean is clean”) determined by the Department of Health and District was 1 µg/meter, which was the ATSDR/CDC recommendation.  Every student was metered and if they were cleared they were documented completely and sent home; contaminated individuals went through a decon process until the action level was reached and a physician further evaluated these individual.  All contaminated clothes were removed and destroyed.

Tracking individuals and their belongings was addressed and they had to work with the district to get students home because their normal modes of transportation were unavailable.  EPA assumed command after this point and removed old chemicals and a remediation plan was developed and approved for the facility.

Issues and lessons learned: 

· Food and water – have the details worked out in the future
· Need for more mercury meters

· Incompatible meters 
· Rotating crews

· Large quantities of redress

· Documentation requirements

· Heavy metal contamination acts like a radiation contamination – measurable and cleanable

· This incident represents a micro version of a larger scale radiation incident – long duration, and resource heavy.

For full details of this presentation, refer to the Region III RRT website at http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/
BREAK – 0930 - 0945

VII. AGENCY REPORTS:

DOC – John Steger, DOC

Nothing new to report.

DOI – Mike Chezik, DOI 

Mr. Chezik has been reviewing the Regional ACPs.  He sent letters to USCG offices and EPA regions asking them for copies so that DOI can review the plans for accuracy.  Philadelphia, Baltimore, Cleveland, and Buffalo are currently undergoing DOI review.  They are working to ensure the accuracy of the DOI resources information.

ATSDR – Bucky Walters 

ATSDR in conjunction with the American College of Medical Toxicologists is presenting a new course on Toxic Industrial Chemicals (TICs) / Toxic Industrial Materials (TIMS).  “WMD Weapons of Opportunity” is an excellent course and is recommended.  There is a brochure available.  The course is scheduled for June 13th and is free; anyone in the audience is welcome to attend.  

FEMA/DHS – Catherine Pomerantz

1. There have been a number of disasters in the region. 

2. A Regional Interagency Steering Committee (RISC) meeting was held in January; the next RISC meeting will be in November.

3. They will be drafting access to FEMA MERS resources for RRT (USCG/EPA).

Navy – Martin Costello - NOSC

1. Martin Costello is the new NOSC for the mid-Atlantic region. until August 4th 2005

2. The Navy continues to network with contractors and other agencies; the RRT has been invaluable in this process.

US Air Force 

Not Present.

USDA 

Not Present.

GSA – MaryAnn Toniazzo - Region III

1. GSA is supporting FEMA, providing space vehicles and supplies to disasters in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
2. GSA was a TOPOFF 3 participant for public building services in NJ during the exercise.

3. The Eastern Distribution Center was on alert for TOPOFF 3.

USDOT  - Tony Murray/RSPA office of Hazmat Safety

Not Present. 

USACOE – John Hasselmann

1. Micky Mulvanna and Deb Massenburg (Norfolk) were introduced.

2. The ACOE was activated for the ATHOS 1 incident for subsurface oiling and impact to a power plant.

3. ACOE participated in TOPOFF 3 and staffed the JFO in New London, CT and in New Jersey; this turned out to be a good experience.

4. ACOE helped FEMA with a mission assignment in Scranton, PA for rebuilding of destroyed utilities and resources.

5. National Events: they have been involved with the National Convention out of NYC.  They conducted a run down of all radiation and chemical cleanup capabilities out of Omaha Rapid Response Team (RRT); ACOE has inherent capability of response resources and for recovery.

OSHA / DOL – Nicholas DeJesse

1. OSHA needs to rebuild their relationships with other agencies.

2. OSHA was involved with TOPOFF 3 in providing technical assistance and worked with CDC and hospitals during the exercise.

3. There are now six OSHA responders within the Region. 

4. OSHA participated in a recent tunnel exercise.

5. OSHA requests that member agencies will keep them notified of upcoming exercises.

VIII. FOSC REPORTS (Area Committee Reports)
EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports
Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee) – CDR Jon Burton

1. Update: Lt Lauren Weems will be the POC for response within Sector Baltimore and will be sharing the position with Lt CDR Kevin Jones.

2. Sector Baltimore has assumed all of the National Capitol Region as part of their AOR with the reorganization.  

3. The Baltimore ACP is being updated to reflect these changes; they are collaborating the planning with MSO Hampton Roads.  They are also working with the ACP to get it up to date; NIMS updates have already been incorporated.  They are working to finalize the Decon sections.

4. No significant spills to report.

5. They are conducting new shoreline assessments for Environmental Sensitivity Index Mapping over the summer to ensure that the mapping is up to date for the Area.  The ESI atlases are over 20 years old and out of date; they are currently in the process of updating.

Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) – Lt Becky Jones

1. On May 31st there was a large-scale radiological exercise in Wilmington that tested both new Area Maritime Security Plan and the radiological annex of our ACP.

2. Capt. Sarubbi’s retirement is on June 10th; the new captain will be Capt. Dave Scott.

3. There is a need for additional ICS training (ICS 300) in Philadelphia.

4. They continue with the ATHOS 1 response; maintenance and monitoring period begins June 2 – September.

5. A ship destruction package was developed on the Jersey shore. 

MSO Hampton Roads (Mid Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) – Capt. O’Brien 

1. They participated in the TB VB-53 response outside of Richmond, VA.

2. There has been no VA reorganization to Sector Baltimore.

3. They are in the process of updating the Hampton Roads ACP.

4. A PREP exercise scheduled for September /Oct. 2005 has been pushed back to September / October 2006.

MSO Wilmington (Southern Coastal NC Area Committee) 

Not present.

MSO Buffalo 

Not present.

MSO Huntington – Lt JG Pete Zauner

1. The M/V John J. Strong left the Bellville Lock and Dam and lost 9 of the barges it was transporting.  It resulted in loss of control of waterway management and navigation for that pool.  The response resulted in a multi-agency coordination.  The lack of transfer capability resulted in impacts to the energy sectors and facilities.  They had industry set up a traffic management system to get upstream transport on-line.  

MSO Pittsburgh – CDR Wyman Briggs

1. Flooding on the Ohio River resulted in many incidents and barge breakaways and collisions.  There were several sunken tow vessels and recoveries.

2. Drills and Exercises:  The PNC park drill with WMD evacuation of the stadium went well.  There was also a PPG exercise on the river.

3. They are continuing to work on UC ICS with local agencies, but there is still quite a lot of work to be done, including standing up Level A and decon.  There is a lot of expertise from the pollution response arena and hopefully we can use this to help train other agencies (local) and bring them into the mix.

PRESENTATION – Special Teams Update – Environmental Response Team (ERT) and National Decontamination Team (NDT) – Dave Wright, ERT

Dave Wright summarized the status and future of the EPA ERT, their involvement and experience within the US and around the world.  

ERT continues to update and add to our resources.  The ERT has four offices around the country: Edison, NJ, Las Vegas, NV, Washington, DC, and Cincinnati, OH.   They have a warehouse for assets in Erlanger, KY.  They continue to coordinate and conduct training and are now working to develop and participate as part of the National Decontamination Team.

They have new equipment, including: 

· Radiation equipment. 

· TAGA buses on east coast and in Las Vegas, 

· 2 extensive decon facilities on wheels; 

· Air monitoring equipment; 

· 2 command posts and 2 emergency response trucks in Cincinnati and Las Vegas

· 41 foot vessel (the Ken Biglane).

They have been heavily involved with Training and Exercises and have been involved in a training program for EPA in ICS, IMT, decon workshop for NBCs, as well as participation in exercises and drills for an airport Decon Workshop in June 2005, which will take place in ERT (Cincinnati and Edison).  

The ERT continues to work on Health and Safety through a committee, online training, and support to OSCs, and external providers.  They are working on several equipment and personnel pre-deployments for the future and continue to work with the National Decon Team out of Erlanger, KY.  The National Decon Team will be added to the NCP at 300.145 during the next update as a special response team recommended for access during a response.

For full details of this presentation, refer to the Region III RRT website at http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/


PRESENTATION – USCG, USEPA, USACOE, TRPRC, & PPG Exercise – Alice K. Johnson, Marjorie Easton, and CDR Wyman Briggs

This exercise was very successful.  They had the support of many agencies and the pre-training was excellent and very effective for this exercise.  The AST conducted the pre-exercise training and made sure that the UC was fully staffed and fully functioning.  It was a good display of how ICS worked.  They practiced the GETS system for cell phone priority with the phone companies.  They are still working on a video presentation from the exercise as well as an after action report.

A good design team is essential for the development of a successful exercise.  They also restricted access to the exercise and limited observers as well as strict rules for the operations of the exercise.

PRESENTATION – ACP and AMSP Convergence – John Walker, USCG D5

Mr. Walker provided an overview of what he does on a daily basis for the Area Maritime Security Plan.  He is the MTSA “guy” at D5.  He has overseen the implementation of the Vessel Security Planning, Facility Security Planning, the NRP, and Area Maritime Security Plans.  Mr. Walker provided members with some background on the MTSA 2002 and its involvement and impacts on the area community.

For full details of this presentation, refer to the Region III RRT website at http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/


PRESENTATION – NRC Update – Region III Cases of Interest – LTJG Yancee McLemore, NRC

Mr. McLemore provided the membership with an overview of the Region III incidents in recent years.  He summarized the roles and responsibilities of the NRC and how they became the point of contact for suspicious activities and security breaches.  There is a big learning curve for the NRC with the MSTA addition of reporting.

CFR 101.305 provides NRC as the legal POC for incidents.  America’s Waterway Watch was established a year ago by the NRC and allows the maritime industry to report any suspicious activities or security breaches that they see.

For full details of this presentation, refer to the Region III RRT website at http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/



IX. CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT
The membership chose the following meeting locations for 2006:

· January 24-26th  – Baltimore MD 

· May 23-25th – Ocean City, MD

· September 19th-21st - in Pittsburgh, PA

We were also discussing flipping the locations for the May and September meetings.  This will be based on lodging and hurricane season.

ACTION ITEM:  Please provide Linda Baines with your comments on your opinions and suggestions for the new Standing RRT meeting format.  

ACTION ITEM: Any suggestions or ideas for training or other topics, please give Linda Baines additional feedback.

Thank you for coming.  See you on September 13-15, 2005 in Scranton, PA.  We will be sending out information and information on ESF-10 training.   

RRT III Website Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm
RCP Homepage Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/rcp/homepage.htm
Meeting adjourned at 1355.
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