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Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup

Scranton, PA

September 14, 2005

1030 - 1200

CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd, EPA

AGENDA:

· Introduction

· Review of the Workgroup projects for 2006

· Assignment of Subgroups

· Solidifier Pre-authorization guidelines

· Presentation – Monitoring of Bioremediation – Mr. Vince Zenone – EPA

· Presentation – Overview of the Coastal Response Research Center r- Dr. Nancy Kinner – Co-Director, Coastal Response Research Center

HANDOUTS:

· Coastal Response Research Center at the University of New Hampshire – Pamphlet handout

MEETING NOTES:

Introduction and welcome by Kevin Boyd.  Did a brief overview of the Workgroup Agenda for the future.  A copy of Kevin’s presentation is available on the RRT web page at: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm. Two subgroups were developed:  1) develop criteria for pre-approval of surface washing agents; 2) to develop a monitoring plan for the approved bioremediation guidance. 
CIAgent

· CIAgent underwent an ARTES review by members of this region.  Should we pre-approve its use within the region based on that evaluation?  Mike Chezik said that the product would need to undergo an ESA Section 7 and NOAA Essential Fish Habitat review prior to gaining pre-approval authorization within the region.  Mike Chezik will work with Kevin Boyd to draft a letter for submittal to the respective agencies.  

· Dennis Carney recommended that the RRT come up with guidance on the RRT response to its use.  The RRT membership did not have any additional discussions for the use of CIAgent under the conditions identified in the ARTES evaluation.  

PRESENTATION – Monitoring of Bioremediation – Vince Zenone - EPA

A copy of Mr. Zenone’s presentation is available on the RRT web page at: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm. 

Mr. Zenone provided the membership with an overview of his efforts in long-term remediation of oil spills using bioremediation in NW Pennsylvania Forest.  In this effort, bioremediation is not conducted on water and does not involve applying conditioned microbes; instead, the EPA is using bioremediation to remediate the impacted soils in situ rather than removing and disposing of the soils for affected area.  He reviewed some of the factors and issues that were identified by the affected regulators, state, and industry members on the use of bioremediation.  

Mr. Zenone has found that in areas affected by spills of NW PA petroleum, once the background contamination levels reach 10,000 mg/kg (10 ppm), many of the resident natural vegetation were able to take over and address the spill through natural attenuation and bioremediation.  Since 1995, EPA has been gathering samples to monitor and track the oil weathering over time from these spill sites treated in this method.  In general, the process works by trying to enhance the conditions for naturally occurring microbes to breakdown the petroleum hydrocarbons present in the environment.  

Mr. Zenone has been conducting these remediation strategies at various sites that meet the incident requirements from 1995 until present.  This process has significantly reduced the amount of waste generated for disposal, with the exception of sorbents and other response mediums that need to be landfilled.  During the presentation, Mr. Zenone provided an overview of the many sites that have undergone the bioremediation process.  The concentration of oil within the soils for most sites was decreased exponentially or greater to less than 10,000 mg/kg in one or two growing seasons.  They are also using the ERT’s phyto-remediation (plant-based recovery) studies to determine what natural plants can tolerate petroleum at low levels to assist in the remediation of the affected areas.  

Mr. Zenone summarized the ERT 2005 “Recommended Cleanup Guidelines for Small Crude Oil Spills Using Soil Bioremediation” as developed for a conference.  This includes the procedures and protocols and recommendations for the use of soil bioremediation for small spills.  Looking for the state of PA approval on this process in order to hand this off to industry as a remediation protocol.  

PRESENTATION – Overview of the Coastal Response Research Center- Dr. Nancy Kinner

A copy of Dr. Kinner’s presentation is available on the RRT web page at: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm. 

Dr. Kinner provided an overview of the Center’s creation, partnership, mission and administration under granting from NOAA OR&R and CICEET.  Additional information on the center and the projects they have funded are available at www.crrc.unh.edu.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1215. 

