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Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup

Rehoboth Beach, DE

May 25, 2005

0945 - 1215

AGENDA:

· Selection Guide Exercise – Surface Washing Agents 

· Presentation – Port of Safe Refuge – Mr. Jerry Conrad, CG Sector Delaware Bay

· Presentation – Alternative Response Tool Evaluation System Evaluation of CIAgent update – Lt Joyce Guerra and CDR Laferriere, AST

HANDOUTS:

· Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup Selection Guide Exercise Agenda

· Sector Delaware Bay Area Committee’s Port of Safe Refuge and Security Events Involving Vessels Decision-making Guide

MEETING NOTES:

Linda Ziegler welcomed everyone to the meeting.  During this workgroup meeting, we will be conducting an exercise and then we will have three brief presentations.
EXERCISE:  Selection Guide for Oil Spill Applied Technologies Exercise – Surface Washing Agents: Considerations for Monitoring during the M/V Athos 1 Incident – Debra Scholz (START), Facilitator

This exercise was designed to allow RRT participants to gather additional experience in using the Selection Guide for Oil Spill Applied Technologies (Selection Guide) for their oil spill response decision-making.  The TTX was designed to provide the participants with experience with the development of monitoring plans for the use of products evaluated within the Selection Guide and allow the participants to have additional hands-on experience in using the Selection Guide.  Using the actual incident conditions that were encountered during the M/V Athos I incident on the Delaware River outside of Philadelphia, PA, the response operations requested approval for the use of Surface Washing Agents (SWA) to “expedite the clean up [by] testing appropriate lift and float surface washing agents that are listed on the National Product Schedule to remove sheening oil from vessels”.  The spilled product from the M/V Athos I stained a number of vessels that could not be allowed to depart the port until they were cleaned.  Cleaning the stain off of these vessels with steam was not completely successful and the stain on the vessels continued to produce a sheen.
Participants were randomly divided up into seven groups.  Each group was provided with the basic scenario of the exercise and the breakout groups were asked to focus on developing a monitoring plan and strategy for the operational testing and use of surface washing agents to clean commercial vessels oiled by the Athos I oil.  This exercise required RRT members to discuss and compare their decision(s) for the operational use of surface washing agents – what are the considered endpoints for use, how to determine effectiveness, when to stop operational use of a product, etc.  As a final consideration, the members were asked to consider pre-authorization strategies and requirements for the operational testing and use of surface washing agents in Region III with the ultimate goal of developing a SWA monitoring protocol for incorporation into the Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART) document protocols.
PRESENTATION – Port of Safe Refuge – Jerry Conrad, CG Sector Delaware Bay

Mr. Conrad provided a summary of the Sector Delaware Bay’s efforts in developing Port of Safe Refuge guidelines for Sector Delaware.  Sector Delaware had 44 participants from 30 federal, state, and local agencies and stakeholders involved in the guidelines development process.  The workgroup developed the handout on Port of Safe Refuge.  

The Port of Safe Refuge workgroup had its first meeting and have scheduled a second meeting for some time in the fall.  This planning document will be incorporated into the Area Plan once it is completed.  Please note that the draft planning document does not completely identify the specific locations for the port of safe refuge – the incident conditions will determine the best location for sheltering.  The discussion also dealt with security issues associated with the process and included OSROs. 

A copy of this presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at:  http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm.

PRESENTATION – Alternative Response Tool Evaluation System Evaluation of CIAgent update – Lt Joyce Guerra and CDR Laferriere, AST

The ARRT workgroup completed the update of the ARTES evaluation for the CIAgent.  CDR Laferriere reviewed the information gathered by the ARRT workgroup on the Data Evaluation Worksheet (DEW) and the Summary Evaluation Worksheet (SEW) – two of the ARTES evaluation forms.  The DEW is used to evaluate the data presented and if the information provided is sufficient enough to make a decision about the use of the product.  The ARRT reviewed the:

· Method / technology 

· Manufacturer information

· Chemical / Physical Properties

· Human Health & Safety Concerns

· Biological Toxicity Concerns

· Application Information

· Recovery information

· Disposal information

· Monitoring Information

· Pre-operational Tests

· Historical Spill date

The ARRT requested additional freshwater toxicity information from the vendor to complete the DEW.  The next step is the SEW evaluation for the product.  The SEW allows you to rate the different categories of concern relative to the product application.  The ARRT rated the product as low expected impacts in almost every category.  The ARRT identified several recommendations for the product, including:

· Must be applied in a contained area

· Should be tail-gate tested in the field

· Disposal issues and challenges

Recommendation for the use of CIAgent in Region III is to:

· Have 100% recovery – Don’t use if you can’t recover it.  

· Use the normal safety and health protocols
· Field test the product on the oil prior to operational use
· Have the affected State review/approve the procedures for disposal

CIAgent may have provided additional value in the ATHOS 1 response.  It could have been used to remove oil from crevices to enhance flushing techniques – it has a strong affinity to oil.  This is a niche-specific response technology; we need to further define its uses.

CDR Laferriere also recommended that the RRT needs to have a dedicated team for ARTES evaluation during a response.  This dedicated team would further evaluate products in the ARTES process for an incident.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1215. 

