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Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Workgroup

Rehoboth Beach, DE

May 25, 2005

1450 - 1550

WORKGROUP CHAIR:  Ben Anderson, DE DNREC 

AGENDA:

· Presentation: ATHOS 1 Update – Lt. Becky Jones, USCG

· ATHOS 1 NRDA Resources update – Mr. Jim Hoff, NOAA OR&R

MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Anderson welcomed everyone to the NRDA meeting.  There were two presentations by member agencies.

PRESENTATION – ATHOS 1 Update – Lt Becky Jones, USCG Sector Philadelphia

Lt. Jones provided a summary of the Athos I incident and reviewed the hot topics associated with the incident. A copy of this presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at:  http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm. 

The incident became federalized in March 2005. Rather than have a significant response personnel shift, the FOSC negotiated with existing contractors to keep the teams on scene once the response was federalized.  

Several effective products were developed during this response:

· Management Assessment Teams - for assessing sites for response operations (a specialized SCAT team) – the responders provided several teams that were evenly staffed with state, federal, and RP personnel as well as an operational person to determine what was needed for each site evaluated to ensure an even response evaluation among states to ensure a fair response.

· Resources at Risk Action Plan – developed some specific guidance in map format to address the RAR needs for the response.  Very detailed and a good document for managing the response.

· Tarball and Debris Oil Removal Plan – this plan outlined the procedures regarding tarballs and public outreach for education and reporting and provided a system for responding to tarballs and oiled debris.  This plan provided reassurance to the stakeholders and we had a method of response in place.

· Post-Response Monitoring and Maintenance Plan – this plan was developed for the June 2 – Sept. 15th 2005 operational period.  This plan is designed to address the submerged oil that remains and will likely surface as well as providing the plan for routinely inspecting the shoreline for oil.  The CP will shut down on June 2nd and will relocate to the USCG MSO offices.  Contractors are already hired to respond to any found oil and will respond directly to the COTP.

In Summary: 

· The response is shifting from response to monitoring and maintenance efforts.

· Relationships built prior to response were critical to the success of the efforts.

· Recommended continued outreach efforts and exercise programs.

PRESENTATION - NRDA Overview for T/V Athos 1 oil spill – Jim Hoff, NOAA OR&R

Mr. Hoff provided a summary of the NRDA actions that are underway for the ATHOS 1 incident.  This NRDA response establishes an NRDA claim for primary and compensatory restoration for the incident.  A copy of this presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at:  http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm. 

The Meeting was adjourned at 1550.   

