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Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Workgroup

Scranton, PA

September 14, 2005

1400 - 1440

WORKGROUP CHAIR:  Ben Anderson, DE DNREC 

AGENDA:

· Presentation: Breton Sound 51 Spill, Heidi Stout, VMD, Tri-State 

HANDOUT:

· Breton Sound 51 Spill Presentation

MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Anderson opened the meeting by welcoming everyone present.  

PRESENTATION – Breton Sound 51 Spill, Heidi Stout, VMD, Tri-State

This presentation is not available on the RRT website as this presentation is currently under litigation.  

This incident was most likely from Tropical Storm Arlene in the offshore waters in Louisiana.  The Western Breton Island is a known nesting colony for the brown pelican.  Potentially 500 – 1,000 brown pelican chicks were impacted.  The incident was estimated to be a 560-gallon release from an Amerada Hess offshore pipeline.  The contract for the QRW was directly with Amerada Hess.  

This incident was a small spill that resulted in extensive animals injuries.  The wildlife response focused its efforts to minimize the injury / impacts to the birds and to their habitat.  Dr. Stout summarized many of the limitations and requirements associated with the rehab of the very young birds and a hacking program to re-establish the rehabilitated pelican population.  The rehabbed pelicans’ were placed in the north Breton Island instead of the original island where they were originally affected.  The USFWS made the decision to split the population onto the two islands to ensure that the young birds would survive.  

Because this was hurricane season, they had a hurricane evacuation plan developed.  It is also the first case of a unified function of multiple wildlife response rehabilitators working together under the ICS program.  A very labor-intensive rehab but also a tremendously successful response.  The irony of the response is that only those birds that were taken into rehab probably survived the hurricane season from impacts form Hurricane Katrina.  We are not sure what habitat will remain following this hurricane.  

The Meeting was adjourned at 1440.   

