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Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Workgroup

Baltimore, MD

January 12, 2005

1300 - 1410

WORKGROUP CHAIR:  Ben Anderson, DE DNREC 

AGENDA:

· SCAT assessment and overview

· NRDA Overview for ATHOS 1 oil spill

MEETING NOTES:

ATHOS 1 Overview for SCAT

By the time Ben Anderson got on scene to the ATHOS 1 incident, the Rapid Assessment Team (RAT) Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Team (SCAT) were already underway.  It was a fine mesh of people from the various states and the two regions accomplishing the assessment.  With the previous training we’ve had in Region III, we had trained approximately 30 people for SCAT.  We have approximately 6 people from Pennsylvania and Delaware; New Jersey had a larger group of people trained for SCAT.  Preparation was a big factor in getting information out and getting information to the UC.  We still need more people trained and individuals need refresher training.  Recommendation:  It was suggested that the individual states’ conduct refresher training / exercises to keep the SCAT process fresh for their trained personnel.  Additionally, we need to stress to all SCAT members that forms need to be filled out completely, or a complete as possible.  

Ed Levine commented that the ATHOS 1 incident was a big success in terms of the SCAT process and having people pre-trained.  Dr. Jacqui Michel was brought on scene to train and oversee the SCAT process.  She made it work, and was able to compile and make the information accessible.  We were way ahead of the curve in terms of capturing the data electronically and for digital display.  This is very important information for the UC.  We must have the data, but it has to be synthesized and process to make it useable information for operations to use to make decisions.  The original idea was to determine where the gross oil was that needed to be removed in order to reduce additional contamination.  The Responsible Party brought in Entrix to represent them in the SCAT and the environmental issues.  In the end, we handed off the government’s lead in the Environmental Unit to the Entrix personnel.  

The initial part of the SCAT data collection was for a gross evaluation of the emergency response needs.  As time passed, the data collection was refined and went into more detail.  It appeared that the amount of affected shoreline was increased, but it was just that the level of detail had increased in the reporting and SCAT sections.  Today, we have sub-meter accuracy with technology input.  We started the SCAT database for information and photo-documentation (Genwest), but transitioned it over to Entrix as they continue the response.

The MSO was actually oiled and we used this impact as a training / calibration tool for the SCAT teams.  We were able to capitalize on down time by conducting training / calibration sessions.

Health and safety issues were experienced by the SCAT teams.  When problems were encountered they were quickly addressed by the command post and initiated for future operations.  Winter SCAT was a challenge.  At its peak, we had approximately a dozen SCAT teams operating along the Delaware River.  

SCAT is still ongoing at the site overseen by Entrix personnel and the contractors on site.  The science team identified recognizable end points for the SCAT and operations needs.  We already have a document in place for the sign-off process.  We are way ahead of the curve in that area also.

We will need some refresher / new SCAT training to address the SCAT efforts that will begin this spring when we resume operations on the ATHOS 1 incident.  Now that we have those maps digitized, we need to keep the information and incorporate them into the ACP for future needs.  

Presentation - NRDA Overview for ATHOS 1 oil spill – Frank Csulak, NOAA DAC

This presentation is available on line at: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm. 

Notification of the NRDA personnel was very prompt.  For the ATHOS 1 incident, there were 2 federal trustees (NOAA, DOI/USFWS) and 6 state trustees (NJDEP, DNREC, PADEP, PA Game, PA Fish & Boat, PA DNRC).  The RP brought Entrix in to address the response side of the incident and later brought in Polaris as the NRDA contractor for the incident.  This concerned Frank because of the NRDA commitments that were in place in the first 2 weeks with Entrix personnel prior to the transition from Entrix to Polaris as the RP NRDA contractor.  

This incident was regulated under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA 90) incident as well as the various state laws for NRDA.  For this response, the NRDA administrative actions consisted of: 

· Trustee invitation to RP to conduct cooperative assessment – NOAA is the lead trustee

· Trustee MOA – how are the trustees going to work together; who is lead trustee

· Trustee / RP MOA – how will coordination/cooperation between trustee and RP

· NPFC initiation Request – a safety net that if we start with cooperative effort, and the RP eventually pulls out, then we have money identified that can assist and finalize the assessment should that occur.  

· NRDA time tracking and cost documentation

· Administrative Record

There are three phases to the NRDA process – pre-assessment phase, restoration planning, and restoration implementation.  As of this presentation, the NOAA NRDA process is nearing the end of the pre-assessment phase - the collection of ephemeral data.  Then the trustees develop the preliminary assessment data report (PADR) that will be used by trustees as a decision-making report to take the NRDA to the next level.  

Essentially, this preliminary assessment is using the SCAT data to assess impacts to shorelines and wetlands injury – degree, extent of oiling, types of shoreline, etc.  Information is also being gathered on the impacts to aquatic wildlife, birds, mammals and lost recreational use in the affected area (parks, boating, recreational fishing, etc.).

General Comments to Date on the NRDA Aspect for the Incident:

· Prompt notification

· Good coordination / communication between the response and NRDA efforts.  There has been a good exchange of information and cooperation between the response focus with the response and NRDA sharing information from SCAT, Resources at Risk information, Trajectory modeling and mapping, weather updates, bird rehab and recovery efforts, source oil collection, submerged oil recovery, overflights, etc.

· Good coordination / communication between trustees

· Good coordination / communication between trustees and RP

· A positive NRDA experience to date.

The Administrative Record is public record and so is the DARP and there will be public meetings in the three states.  This will provide a link for stakeholder involvement in the restoration planning.  The trustees will be using the Delaware Estuary program for information collection and dissemination.  The Delaware Estuary program has a list of projects for the area that could be considered for restoration.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1410.

