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Information Management Workgroup Meeting

Scranton, PA

September 14, 2005

1315 – 1350

Chairperson:  Linda Marzulli, EPA (for Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA) 

Agenda:

· Presentation – USDA Roles and Involvement in the ATHOS 1 Incident – Jason Suckow, USDA

· Public Affairs list of resources for Member Agencies
· Photo-documentation Guidelines for Region III Responses
Handouts:

· FEMA – Risk Management Series – Minimizing the Effects of Natural Disasters and Potential Terrorist Attacks on Large Buildings.

Meeting Notes:

Linda welcomed all workgroup members and other RRT members that are present.  Catherine is currently deployed for the Hurricane Katrina incident, but sends her regards.  To date, this workgroup still has two outstanding projects that we have been tasked with:
· The public affairs list of resources by Member agency; and

· Photo-documentation guidelines for Region III Response.

These items need additional input by our workgroup members and we will be re-addressing these issues at the January RRT Meeting in Baltimore.

PRESENTATION – USDA Roles and Involvement in the ATHOS 1 Incident – Jason Suckow, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services
A copy of this presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/rrt/index.htm. 

Mr. Suckow provided the membership with a presentation on the USDA APHIS Wildlife Services roles and involvements during the ATHOS 1 incident on the Delaware River over the last 9 months.  He summarized APHIS’s involvement with the use of Alpha-Chloralose (AC) for the capture of oiled birds.  AC is registered for use only by USFWS Wildlife Services agents and is approved for pigeons, coots, and other waterfowl.  AC is a stupefying drug.  Other methods employed by the APHIS teams included net guns, net cannons and hand capture.  In most cases, that had nearly 97% or better recovery / release rate.  

Mr. Suckow’s presentation will be available on the 2005 International Effects of Oil on Wildlife Conference Proceedings from Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research by the end of 2005.  Please contact Dr. Heidi Stout for more information. It will also be available on the RRT website.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1350.

