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Training Workgroup

Towson, MD
January 25, 2006
0905 – 0955
CHAIRPERSON:  Mike Chezik, DOI for Gary Ott, NOAA SSC

AGENDA:

· None Provided.

HANDOUTS:

· Meeting Notes from September 2005 RRT meeting for the Training Workgroup
· Proposed Training for RRT III Meeting for 2006
MEETING NOTES:

The workgroup reviewed the training notes from the September 2005 RRT meeting that have not already been addressed in the January 2006 RRT meeting to determine where we are and what still needs to be done relative to our training topics.  The table on the following pages was reviewed and follow-up efforts to address these training requests will continue.  
ACTION ITEMS:

Training suggestions for future.  

· MSRC – email from Don Towenshaw – MSRC aerial dispersant program would be available for a presentation.  

· Sunoco developed a new mapping program for the pipelines – GEO Fields.  

· ESF-10 functions for the RRT.  There were some training issues identified during Hurricane Katrina in Alabama.  Not a clear understanding of the role and responsibilities of agencies at the JFO – also there was some information disconnect on how the USCG and other agencies interface with FEMA.

This meeting was adjourned at 0955.  

	Commenter
	Training Suggestion/Topic
	Follow-up

	Inland Area Committee Training – Chaired by Steve Jarvela, EPA

	Joe Albert – EPA 
	EPA and the SPCC inspection FRP reviews and planning groups – regulations are supposed to final in September 2005.
	· Steve Jarvela will take this on

	Debbie Scholz - SEA
	Just in time training for the area personnel for the Industry led PREP exercise in September 2006
	· Deborah Lindsay (EPA OSC) will consider this – depending on the schedule of the PREP, the just-in-time training may have to be held prior to the RRT meeting.

· EPA is trying to include a HAZMAT component to the PREP exercise, but they don’t want to make the exercise so technically complex that it overwhelms the participants.  This PREP is an exercise requires the activation of the Area Plan.
· A design committee will be established and will formalize more of the planning committee at the May meeting.  Will be looking for more volunteers.

	Linda Baines - USCG
	Continue training and exercising the NRP with a focus on a specific annex.  
	· A training and biological (pandemic influenza) exercise was conducted yesterday.  ATSDR, EPA and HHS facilitated this effort.

· Harry Mayer (HHS) stated that there will be a meeting in February regarding the Bird Flu pandemic issue.  If this RRT has any questions, we could forward these to Mr. Mayer prior to the February meeting. After the meeting, Mr. Mayer would provide the RRT membership with a follow-up at a future RRT meeting on biological incident response and the Bird Flu pandemic possibility.
· We will be reversing the scheduled locations for the May and September 2006 RRT meetings;  We will know hold our May meeting in Ocean City, MD and the September meeting in Charleston, WV.  
· At the May meeting we will have a full day for the Inland Area Committee Meeting to examine of our area plan (Volume I) and determine the extent of re-write and update requirements.  This will be a formal re-write of this plan.

· We also want to take a close look at the plan as a whole to ensure consistency with NIMS.  This would be a good opportunity to have some additional NIMS training to coincide. The part of NIMS that is not well covered is the relationship of planning and preparedness component of NIMS to help us better understand the planning and preparedness components and the relationships that is above incident management; training should focus on Chapters 3 and 4 of NIMS which is preparedness and resources.  We need to look at that impact closely as it relates to the Area Plan.  This is something we would be looking to conduct this training for the May RRT meeting and would be good to incorporate into the Area Plan updating process.

· Suggested training: 
· NIMS overview and how it will affect eh area planning process – organizational components 

· The USCG Incident Management Handbook update should be out soon and we may need to address the changes in this revision. 

· MATES training for the RRT – May want to have the USCG Christy Plourde or Leonard Rich to schedule this training.  Bruce Cotter (Sector Baltimore) will coordinate with Steve Jarvela for this training.  

	Janet Queisser
	Conduct a review and evaluation of the specific monitors and equipment available for CRBN.
	· An evaluation of the CRBN equipment and what information is available – e.g., does air monitor “brand - X” provide information to make decisions for evacuation modeling.  This guidance would be good for RRT personnel and for our local emergency response personnel.  The strike team, ERT, or CST personnel would be the most logical groups to conduct this training.  Linda Baines will contact Strike Team.  CST will review to determine what training is available from their resources.  
· Ed Levine (NOAA SSC) will provide an overview of the portable monitoring strategy that is in place for monitoring the downtown urban area modeling in the NYC.  

	Mike Chezik
	Hurricane Katrina, the catastrophic annex, and other specific responder needs, e.g., vaccinations, conditions.
	· Still working the Hurricane Katrina response.  There are a lots of lessons learned for this.  Would recommend that we have a presentation from Region IV RRT membership.  During the Standing Meeting at the January 2006 RRT meeting we will have all agencies summarize their agency response and involvement for the Hurricane Katrina response.

· In May 2006, Kevin Boyd (EPA OSC) wants to present the summary of the lessons learned from tank removal operations for the spill response countermeasures workgroup.

	Marty Costello - USN
	We should review the Hurricane Katrina response.  We should compare the hurricane response versus our worst case discharge scenarios.
	May 2006?

	Alan Williams
	We could evaluate the role of Region III for the Katrina response.  
	May 2006?

	Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup Training – Chaired by Kevin Boyd, EPA

	Kevin Boyd
	At this time, we have too many workgroup products to develop and finalize in the coming year, so no additional training should be scheduled
	

	Wildlife Workgroup Training – Chaired by Gary Ott, NOAA SSC

	Mike Chezik - DOI
	We need to discuss the training requirements for this workgroup with Gary Ott as he may have some specific ideas.
	· Will give an update on the Best Practices guidance.
· Will develop an avian flu fact sheet for the volunteers and responders; the particular audience will be the Tri-state Volunteers.
· PREP drill for Philadelphia Region is in mid- February.  It may be appropriate to have some training prior to the exercise.  Jerry Conrad (USCG Sector Delaware) is part of the design team, but is not sure what extent of training would be required. 
· Dispersant issues may be good for just-in-time training for the participants.  The Sector Delaware ERA will have been completed by this time and dispersants could be incorporated into this training.

	Heidi Stout – Tri-State
	A discussion or training on Pet Friendly sheltering – Heidi can arrange a contact.  Currently, the hurricane response is not focusing on wildlife response; the focus is still on search and rescue and recovery operations.
	· Tied to what we are doing for the best practices.

	Mike Chezik - DOI
	Originally, this RRT wanted to develop a list of response resources needed for the best management practices (BMP) for wildlife responses to small, medium and large spill responses in terms of wildlife impacts.  
At the IOSC, the BMP workgroup revisited this topic and the participants went in a different direction for future efforts.  The BMP workgroup is being led by USFWS; they have the primary responsibilities on this role.   
	· To be conducted and developed by the USFWS Region 10 Best Practices group.

	Training Workgroup Training – Chaired by Gary Ott, NOAA SSC

	Linda Baines
	We will continue this process for identifying training planning for the May and September 2006 RRT Meetings
	

	Information Management Workgroup Training – Chaired by Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA

	Debbie Scholz - SEA
	Currently, this workgroup is still completing projects on:

· POLREP versus SITREP reporting between EPA / USCG

· Information management and media presence within the RRT
· Photo-documentation guidelines for the RRT for archiving, photo-documentation, release, etc.
	· Will know more after this workgroup meets today.

	Gerald Conrad - USCG
	The USCG has taken on the issue of Ports of Safe Refuge and is conducting meetings to address this issue.  Gerald Conrad from Sector Delaware will have more information and can report on their progress in 2006.
	· Going into the focus groups and will have a Meeting in March / April with a workgroup meeting – provide an overview of what is developed for the May meeting.  Want to have the decision-making tool developed in time for the May meeting.  This tool should be useful and applicable everywhere else.  A decision-making tool to determine what to do about a foundering vessel that could impact the shorelines of the US.


	NRDA Workgroup Training – Chaired by Ben Anderson, DE DNRC

	Mike Chezik - DOI
	Hines Wildlife Refuge spill NRDA – Want to bring in Steve Klassen from the Heinz Wildlife Refuge NRDA; there was a recent settlement. 
	· Going to try and get a representative from the Hines Wildlife Refuge (USFWS) personnel or with the Sunoco individuals. Sunoco has gotten clearance.  

	Debbie Scholz - SEA
	Shellfish contamination /tainting issue – Ruth Yender of NOAA HAZMAT
	· Unlikely to occur due to funding restrictions; NOAA has some individuals in the Silver Spring Office that may be able to address the Shellfish / seafood tainting issues; Ed Levine to lead this effort.

	Alan Williams - MDE
	Review of PEPCO Incident NRDA
	· Mike will check with the USFWS to see where this currently stands.  Sherry Kresh will be contacted to see if she can give us an update in Ocean City, MD. 
· Will also check with Alan to see if he can conduct his presentation at the May meeting.

	Standing RRT Training – Co-chaired by Dennis Carney, EPA and Dave Ormes, USCG

	?
	Katrina review –We could also invite members of the RRT in Region 4 and 6 to provide a debrief on their response.  How were RRT 4 / 6 involved and what roles did they play?
	· Would still like to have Region 4 personnel to attend and give us a presentation on the RRT role and the AC involvements at the local levels.  Region 6 also?

	?
	Hurricane Ophelia and the FEMA 4 response 
	· Topics?


