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STANDING RRT MEETING

Towson, MD
January 26, 2006
0830 to 1030
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS – Walt Graham, EPA & Dave Ormes, USCG D5

AGENDA:

· Convene, Introductions, and Co-chairs opening remarks

· Welcome to MD
· MD Emergency Response Management 

· RRT III Coordinator’s Report

· State / Commonwealth Reports

· Maryland

· Pennsylvania

· Delaware

· Virginia

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· DOC

· DOI

· ATSDR

· FEMA

· GSA

· DOD (Navy/Army)

· ACOE

· USDA

· DOE

· DOJ

· DOL – OSHA

· DOT - PHMSA
· FOSC Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

· Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee)

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo

· MSU Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh

· MSU Wilmington
· Presentation – Bio Watch Program 

· Presentation – Response Overview to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita

· Presentation – NSF’s Involvement with the Hurricane Efforts

· Closing Remarks & Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· Standing RRT Region III Agenda

· FEMA Risk Management Series brochure

· Commonwealth of Pennsylvania RRT Report

· EPA Region 3 BioWatch Program Slide handouts

· Proposed Format Changes for our RRT III Standing Meeting 

DATES OF IMPORTANCE: 

· Next meeting in May 23-25, 2006 in Ocean City, MD (tentative)
· NRT/RRT Co-chairs Meeting, March 14 – 16, New Orleans, LA.
· 2006 Inland Industry-led PREP exercise – September in Charleston, WV (date TBD).
· Region IV RRT meeting is February 14-16 in Savannah GA.
· EPA CEPP Conference is scheduled for December 2006 in Valley Forge, PA.
MEETING NOTES:

Walt Graham and Dave Ormes made opening remarks.  Introductions were made by all present.  

Dave recommended that everyone log in and get passwords for Lesson Learned Information Service (www.llis.gov) for additional information on Hurricane Katrina and for input of your own personal experiences with responding to Hurricane Katrina.

Welcome to Maryland, Alan Williams, MDE
Alan Williams welcomed everyone to the Maryland and Towson/Baltimore.  

Maryland Governor’s Office of Homeland Security, Mr. Dennis Schrader
Mr. Schrader provided a brief overview on how the Maryland Office of Homeland Security works and its links to other federal, state, and local agencies response agencies in emergencies.  The State of Maryland is using an all hazards approach for all responses.  The Maryland Office of Homeland Security has been in operation for 2 years and has developed a response consortium within the area and the Mid-Atlantic States.
Maryland Emergency Response Management, Lt. Richard Muth, Baltimore County Fire Department

Lt. Muth was unable to attend due to an incident currently underway.  Alan Williams (MDE) provided a brief overview on the Baltimore County’s emergency response agency and again welcomed everyone to Baltimore County.  
RRT III Coordinator’s Report – Linda Baines, USCG D5

Welcome and thank you for your participation in this and our meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday.  This RRT meeting has been very productive.  We had a biological (avian flu) training and discussion on Tuesday following the in Inland Area Committee Meeting.  
ACTION ITEM:  Members are asked to please review the meeting format survey and complete it and turn it in to the coordinators as soon as possible.
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS:
MARYLAND – Alan Williams, MDE

1. Nothing much to report.

2. A flat bed truck carrying 13% sodium hypochlorite (commercial strength bleach) solution was in an accident, releasing the bleach.  The release required the closure of both sides of the Capitol Beltway (I-495) until the accident site was deconned.  
3. In Ocean City last month (December 2005), Alan attended the county’s LEPC meeting in an effort to forge new working relationships with the local jurisdictions.
4. The Governor of Maryland passed an order for state agencies to be NIMS compliance.  The required training of Maryland employees is underway – about 75% of the personnel are trained.  To date, the biggest restriction is getting the state personnel access to the FEMA EMI course on line; it was suggested by Charlie High that MDE needs to check the bandwidth of their internet lines to ensure that it is wide enough to cover the number of individuals completing the training concurrently – this was the case in Pennsylvania.

PENNSYLVANIA – Charlie High, PA DEP

1. The majority of our incidents are reported in our handout.
2. Incident of January 10th made the National news – very little damages resulted.
3. NIMS Compliance and training – In December 2005, the Governor of Pennsylvania declared that all Commonwealth and local agencies would follow NIMS compliance requirements.  We need to be NIMS compliant to remain eligible to Future Federal funding. 

4. PEMA has established training levels and DEP has adopted the same level of training requirements for their personnel – operations level training minimum.  All DEP emergency response teams are trained to the Operations level.  All responders in the PA Bureau of Radiation are also trained to the Operations level.  There are still several other individuals that need to receive their NIMS training.  

5. NIMS-ification of our emergency response plan – reformatted to comply with the NRP.

6. The Commonwealth will be conducting a NIMS exercise and is getting ready to develop their resource typing requirements. 

DELAWARE –Ellen Malenfant, DE NREC and Ben Anderson, DE DNR - Water

1. Have had no major incidents since September.
2. Participated in the Delaware Bay ERA process in recent months – had 7 people attend.  This process raised awareness and allowed our personnel to share information.  Want to capitalize on this training to continue having meetings of the ERA participants to keep the lines of communication open between the many agencies.

3. Arthur Paul (DEMA) – anticipates training 11-14K people in the next few months.  We have trained 25 individuals to the train-the-trainer positions – the mass training is underway.  We have had 15-20 classes already.  No problem getting the training done by September 2006.

VIRGINIA 

Brett Burdick – VA DEM – not present

Janet Queisser – VA DEQ

1. States are under a tight deadline to submit grant proposals for DHS funds.  The process has changed and it is now Risk-Based and competitive.  Bret and VDEM are working feverishly to submit grant proposals to continue funding DHS programs in Virginia.
2. Typical incidents of late.  VADEQ participated in another barge spill of asphalt in the James River – this was a very unusual release in November.  This incident provided the first opportunity for the recovered product to be recycled into the Governor’s highway project.

3. NIMS compliance – Virginia’s Former Governor passed an order that requires all state agencies be NIMS compliant and our personnel training is underway.   We are currently incorporating the NRP and NIMS requirements into our State plans and SOPs.  
WEST VIRGINIA - WV DEP –  Mike Dorsey
1. Mike is replacing Tom Fisher on this RRT.

2. WV DEP is undergoing an major Reorganization with a bigger emphasis on homeland security and response.  Mike’s position was taken out of the Office of Waste Management and relocated within the WV Office of Homeland Security and Response.

3. NIMS – WV DEP is 75% compliant and we will be completely compliant by the deadline.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  - DC EMA – Jerome McFarland

Not present.
AGENCY REPORTS:

DOC – Ed Levine, SSC
1. Budget issues have decreased funding to RRT meetings.  In the future, there will only be one SSC at a time present at the RRT meetings.  Gary Ott will serve as the Department of Commerce Representative to this RRT with Ed Levine serving as the Alternate.  Gary is the prime SSC for this region
2. Also due to funding decrease, the empty SSC position in the Great Lakes will remain unfilled; the remaining SSCs will provide support to Region 5 for responses.
3. NOAA ORR is developing a precursor chemical database for a law enforcement to protect response personnel for entries.  This tool will provide law enforcement personnel with a summary of the potential uses of these various chemicals (alone and in combination) to provide a quick understanding of the potential risks and exposures they face when conducting an entry.  NOAA has begun developing this database WMD and JTTF personnel.  For more information, contact Ed Levine at Ed.Levine@noaa.gov. 
4. Cameo Training is being conducted in the Washington, DC area – This training is being sponsored by NOAA Headquarters.  

5. Ed Levine is currently working with Sector Long Island on a non-floating oil annex.

DOI – Mike Chezik, DOI 

1. Hurricane Katrina – DOI experienced a peak deployment of 2,300 personnel; at present, there are some 300 personnel on scene.  Their primary role during the response was for public safety as well as the restoration of bureau capabilities to essential functions.
2. Many of the DOI facilities were severely damaged (primarily National Wildlife Refuges in Louisiana and Texas).

3. In responding to Katrina – DOI personnel responded in the following functions:

a. ESF-3 – providing services for temporary roofing, debris removal, water purification, levee repair and monitoring flood stages

b. ESF-4 – monitored base camps, mobile homes for disaster victims, coordinating provisions of woodland fire aviation assets, etc.

c. ESF-10 – emergency response was $1.7 M for 6 major and 3 medium spills as well as many other smaller incident.
d. ESF-11 – spent 9 days in Jackson, MS at the JFO assisting FEMA with their responsibilities for natural and cultural resources.  Forty-nine (49) DOI personnel were deployed for these activities:  
i. water quality sampling, 
ii. wetland surveys, 
iii. preservation assistance, 
iv. historic preservation and archaeological surveys, 
v. T/E species consultations, 
vi. Outreach and consultation with tribes, etc. 
vii. Work continues and will most likely be involved in long-term recovery operations.

ATSDR – Lora Werner 

1. Bucky Walters has now retired and Lora is replacing him on the RRT.  ATSDR has several positions open; they have not received permission to rehire these positions.  ATSDR Region III will be losing their physician on staff at the end of March.  Even with the personnel vacancies, please note that ATSDR is still here to support the OSCs.

2. Katrina response – ESF-10; ATSDR is still providing on site and remote support for onsite HAZMAT.  ATSDR support is channeled through the public health agencies

3. ATSDR is fully engaged in ESF-8.
FEMA/DHS – Catherine Pomerantz

1. FEMA is fully involved at Hurricane Katrina. 
2. Catherine recently attended a National Communications Systems seminar in the regional FEMA office.  In the future, the RRT can use the GETS cards during exercises with pre-authorization.

3. First Remedial Action Management program in Region – lessons learned mechanism for FEMA.  If you need access to this system and information – contact Catherine.

4. Risk management series brochures – FEMA 452 Risk Assessment – How-to Guide to Mitigate Terrorist Attacks Against Buildings – an interactive program

5. ESF Watch Stander training will take place in June within Region III – FEMA is continuing to work with EPA and the states/Commonwealths to get that course underway.

6. Independent FEMA study courses are available on line. 

7. Please send information about all exercises that you are going to have or participate in to Catherine Pomerantz for the FEMA exercise database.

Navy – Martin Costello - NOSC

1. Mid-Atlantic and many other unit have deployed for Hurricane Katrina in August – Very active and substantial effort:
a. Many of the Navy ships and units are present and continue to work in the system.  Navy personnel assisted in 8,078 evacuations and 656 medi-vacs.

b. Over a million lbs of food and water moved.
c. Eight (8) Navy diving units have been deployed. 

d. 25 side-scan sonar and more than 150 miles of water line / ways have been scanned for debris.
2. WCD in Feb. 13-14 for the NAS Oceana; training on first day and then exercise.
3. There will be a PREP exercise in July/ August 2006 at NAVSTA Norfolk with ICS training on first day and the exercise the next day.
4. Command Navy Region Mid Atlantic (CNRMA) is re-establishing its SMT.

US Air Force 

Not Present.

USDA 

Not Present.

GSA – MaryAnn Toniazzo - Region III

1. GSA continues to provide support in Louisiana and Mississippi following Hurricane Katrina and Rita.  They continue to:
a. Lease space and land and provide contractor logistic support.
b. Calculate totals

c. Provide support for over 600 responses.

USDOT PHMSA
Not Present. 

USACE – Micky Mulvanna
1. The ACE participated in the NPFC funding training for PRFA and we are developing pre-scripted PRFAs to facilitate future response activities.  
2. Our three districts remain active with the local Area committees (Sectors Delaware Bay, Baltimore, and Hampton Roads)
3. USACE personnel will participate in the Sector Delaware Bay ICS 300 training.

4. We have updated the Region III Response Resources matrix to include all ACE resources that may provide value to a response in the Region.  Access to these services will be through Micky Mulvenna.
5. Katrina Response:
· The USACE has received $4.4 billion in FEMA Mission Assignment as of 18 January to respond to Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma.  Currently, there are 2,100 personnel still providing support in the Gulf States.  At our peak deployment, the USACE had 3,400 personnel responding. 
· The USACE agency authority was for $345 Million for flood control and Coastal Emergency appropriations.
· Missions include ESF-3:

· Leadership– support in various ways (emergency power, de-water New Orleans, Levee reconstruction, structural integrity and safety evaluations, ice, water, etc.)
· Logistics

· Technical assistance to the states

· Debris and debris oversight

· Temporary roofing / tarps

· Temporary housing – Housing Area Command

· GIS / Remote sensing

· Aerial Imagery

· Communications (deployable tactical operations systems – DTOS)

· Engineering / Construction support – DMORT

· Federal Agency Support Team – County Liaison

· Recovery Field Offices

· Public Affairs support

· Dredging the port of Galveston

· Quarter boats

· Inspections for temporary public buildings

· Wastewater facility inspection

· Levee construction.

6. ACOE will be involved with the PEMA the last week in March; PA flood protection partnership conference.

OSHA / DOL 

Not present.
Break – 9:30 a.m.

FOSC REPORTS (Area Committee Reports)

EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

1. EPA continues supporting Region 4 and 6 with OSC personnel for the hurricane response.  EPA currently has 2400 personnel on scene in various roles.  Our presence is expected to continue indefinitely.

2. The EPA IMT is staffed in Metairie, LA and is managing all EPA activities in the area.  We also have an EPA IMT in Biloxi that is managing all the EPA activities in Mississippi.  EPA personnel are also involved in the UC with the USCG.

3. The Region III Area Plan is undergoing revision and update to meet NIMS and NRP compliance.  This will require some training of RRT personnel on the NIMS planning requirements (chapters 3 and 4 of NIMS – preparedness and planning requirements) for the RRT meetings in 2006. 

4. EPA is coordinating an inland Industry-led PREP exercise for September 2006 for Charleston, WV.  Presently, we have not been able to identify an industry to host the exercise.
5. There is a downward trend of spill notifications coming into the regions.  This is interesting – we need to take a close look at the notifications and evaluate whether this trend is just a reflection of the better job we as a region are doing, or is there a decrease in reporting.

Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee) – CDR Jonathan Burton 

1. Welcome to Baltimore on behalf of Capt. Springer.
2. Sector Baltimore is comprised of 297 active duty personnel and 13 civilians. We also have a large cadre of auxiliary personnel.
3. We maintain 6 multi-purpose law enforcement stations around the Bay; and have jurisdictional authority for the Potomac River, the Chesapeake Bay and the National Capitol Region

4. We are continuing our Marine Safety efforts with local law enforcement.
5. The Baltimore Area Committee just released their new Area Plan in Sept. 2005 – part of this update was the incorporation of NIMS and NRP requirements.  

6. The Area Committee is working on 2 projects – one is an industry concern – they are developing a port closure prioritization matrix / process to deal with getting commerce back on line should the port be closed in the most effective and efficient manner possible.  Also, the Area Committee is looking at integrating the NIMS process in the planning process as well as the response process.  In terms of NIMS implementation – all active, civilian, and auxiliary personnel have completed IS-100, -200, -700, -800 level courses.

7. Maritime security – Sector Baltimore has 2 separate area Maritime Security Committees – the first is for the Washington DC National Capitol area and the second is for the areas outside of the National Capitol region.  In national capitol region – we will be conducting a major exercise in September and one in May.
8. Sector Baltimore will conduct a PREP exercise later this year.  This will be a full USCG-led PREP exercise in 2007 on the Eastern Shore.

9. Katrina Response – Sector Baltimore is involved and has been tasked to provide personnel.  We dispatched several people on the first day; 2 of our original dispatch of personnel are still down there in significant roles.  At present, we have 7 reservists and 20 active grade personnel on scene supporting the ES-10 functions for command and control in Louisiana, Oil and HAZMAT response, and Vessel salvage.

Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) – Lt Jerry Conrad

1. Katrina Response – Sector Delaware Bay has over 50 people deployed to various locations for the response in a variety of roles – command and control, pollution cleanup and monitoring, base camps, salvage units, etc.  

2. ATHOS 1 – the incident has officially been closed – the states have signed off on the cleanups.  However, if any pollution is found on the site it will be cleaned up.  The last bird that was held in captivity is being released today; this bird was in captivity so long because its flight feather had been clipped and the animal had to wait until its new flight feathers grew back to be released.
3. Training – 
· In June, Sector Delaware Bay will coordinate an industry-led PREP exercise.
· August – There will be a Port Exercise between USCG and TSA.
· We will be participating in several local exercises.

· All personnel are IS-100, -200, -700 and -800 level trained – working on auxiliarists.

4. We will continue our efforts on the Delaware Bay ERA and the Port of Safe Refuge Workshops.
MSO Hampton Roads (Mid Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) – Lt. John Lane 

1. Katrina Response –The MSO has provided 41 active duty and auxiliary personnel on scene to assist in vessel salvage operations.
2. The Mid Atlantic Coastal Area Committee has completed their update of the Area Plan in September 2005 to conform to NIMS regulatory requirements.   We will be presenting the Area Plan to the VA/MD area coastal committee in March 2006 for their approval.

3. Training - 100% of our personnel are ICS 100 and 200 trained – 70% are ICS 300.
4. The most significant incident during the last quarter was the grounding of a tank barge carrying asphalt.  Approximately 131,000 gallons of asphalt was spilled into the James River.  This was a very successful recovery because it occurred so close to shore and the recovered waste was then recycled.
MSO Wilmington (Southern Coastal NC Area Committee) 

Not present.
SECTOR Buffalo – Lt. Tracy Werth

Sector Buffalo has a new COTP – Capt. Scott Ferguson who was unable to attend this meeting due. The restructuring of Group Buffalo and Marine Safety Office Buffalo into a sector command will streamline the two units into a single efficient organization and the Sector will be responsible for all maritime operations from Lorain, Ohio to Massena, N.Y.  
1. Our ACP is fully NIMS compliant
2. Exercises – 
a. We will conduct a full scale boom deployment in St. Lawrence in September. 

b. We will also participate in future international exercises on fast water booming.

c. We conduct in-house exercises, monthly.

3. Hurricane response – To date, we have 43 personnel deployed to New Orleans (30 active and 13 reserve) to provide support for salvage and command and control duties.  

4. Our personnel are fully IS-100, -200, -700, and -800 level-trained.  We will be 100 % ICS-300 compliant soon.
5. Last Friday – Station Buffalo received bomb threat and it forced the evacuation of the facility for 3 hours.  Local PD and SWAT did a full search of the buildings and it turned out that this incident was a non event.  However, it will result in our revising our response for evacuation to address issues identified during this event.

MSO Huntington 

Not present.

MSO Pittsburgh – Lt Mike Anderson

1. No significant incidents to report in terms of spills of the Pittsburgh COTP zone.
2. NIMS compliance – Our personnel are 100 % compliance – having taken the IS-100, -200, -700 and -800 level courses.  
3. MSO Pittsburgh is part of Sector Ohio Valley.
4. Hurricane Response, MSO Pittsburgh has 9 individuals deployed on scene for the Katrina response as part of the support of ESF-9 SAR (urban).  Our personnel are also providing force protection ferry service and are staffing the IMT in St. Louis.

5. Future Notable Events:

a. Pittsburgh will host the Major League Baseball Allstar Game.  The MSO is currently in planning with county and law enforcement and the 3rd CST.
b. Pittsburgh will also host its Annual Three Rivers Regatta with 400-500K attendees.  The MSO will provide pre-deployed air monitoring equipment before during and after the event.
c. In conjunction with Allstar game – will get credit for the Major area maritime security exercise.

6. We will be holding MATES training 11-13 April with a table top exercise on the 14th.
Break – 1015

PRESENTATION – Bio Watch Program – Don McLaughlin, EPA
A copy of Mr. McLaughlin’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  For more information on Bio Watch, go to the DHS website at http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/display?content=3093. 
Mr. McLaughlin provided the membership with an overview of the Bio Watch program, an Early Warning System designed to detect airborne releases of Biological Pathogens.  Bio Watch is a 2002 DHS Federally initiated effort to conduct surveillance for environmental exposures caused by the intentional release of biologic agents.  It was created due to concerns that terrorist groups could aerosolize a biological agent in large cities, causing mass casualties.  Bio Watch involves daily laboratory testing of membranes placed within pre-designated air collection monitors across heavily populated areas

The goal of BioWatch is to provide early detection of the release of a biological agent within a 36 Hour timeframe from release to 2nd positive verification to maximize protection of the general population.  This is done through the multi-coordination of various agencies and State and local partners to protect public health.
Bio Watch:
· Consists of 20 Cities nationwide

· An additional 10 Cities were added in the Spring of ‘03

· It consists of a 24/7/365 sampling program.
· Analyses were initially performed by the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory; however, Some State Labs have now been certified to perform these analyses.
PRESENTATION – Response Overview to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita – Ed Levine, NOAA
A copy of Mr. Levine’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

Mr. Levine provided an overview of the NOAA response to Hurricane Katrina and Rita in the Gulf of Mexico.
PRESENTATION – Response Overview to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita – BMC Randy Ashmore - USCG Atlantic Strike Team

A copy of Mr. Ashmore’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

Mr. Ashmore provided a brief review of the USCG Strike Team response to Hurricane Katrina and Rita and the statistics associated with that response.

Closing Remarks and Adjournment

Thank you for coming.  Hope you will be able to attend the next RRT Region III meeting on May 23-25th (tentative) in Ocean City, MD.  For more information or to be added to the RRT Region III email list, contact our RRT coordinators: 

· Linda Marzulli at Marzulli.Linda@epa.gov or 

· Linda Baines at Linda.H.Baines@uscg.mil. 
NEW RRT III Website Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm
NEW RCP Homepage Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/rcp/homepage.html
Meeting adjourned at 1030.
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