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Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting

Ocean City, MD
May 24, 2006
0800 – 0900
CHAIRPERSON:  Mike Chezik, DOI 
AGENDA:

· Best Management Practices update
· Future Efforts for this workgroup

· PRESENTATION – Brief Overview:  The NRP and its Worker Safety and Health Support Annex - Mr. Nicholas DeJesse, DOL OSHA – Region III
HANDOUTS:

· Wildlife Response Workgroup Questionnaire – May 24, 2006
· National Wildlife Health Center – Wildlife Health Bulletin #05-03

· USGS – Wildlife Health Bulletin 06-01

· Robert Burr – email of 5/17/06 – USGS Publications from the National Wildlife Health Center of Interest

· Presentation Handout – Brief Overview:  The NRP and its Worker Safety and Health Support Annex – Nicholas DeJesse

MEETING NOTES:

Mike Chezik opened the meeting.  Everyone introduced themselves. Mike has been asked to chair this workgroup for the time being with Gary Ott’s retirement from NOAA.  

Best Management Practices Update 
Leadership changes have stalled the request for a proposal for the update of the Best Management practices document.  We are hoping that USFWS will use regional personnel to extract the minimal requirements for best practices.  We will keep you informed on the status of this process.
Avian Influenza handouts 

Mr. Chezik provided several handouts to the workgroup that have already been developed by the USGS on Wildlife Health Bulletins on Avian Influenza resources and procedures.  These are good resources and there are many more resources available for download from the USGS website (http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/publications).
Of note:  Scientists in Alaska will be testing approximately 100,000 wild birds for Avian Influenza, even though we do not think that this will be the main vector.
Mr. Chezik passed out a questionnaire to the membership.  With Gary Ott moving on, he wanted to capture the memberships’ opinions on the status and future efforts of this workgroup.

PRESENTATION:  Brief Overview: The NRP and its Worker Safety and Health Support Annex – Nicholas DeJesse – OSHA Region III

Mr. DeJesse is one of six OSHA trainers in the region.  He has been with OSHA for approximately 10 years.  A copy of Mr. DeJesse’s presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

In the past, the OSHA focus has primarily been on response with first responders, but now the focus is also shifting to include First Receivers (e.g., hospitals).  If we can’t treat the victims, the entire response process will shut down.  This is a significant shift in responsibility since 9/11.  If you have any question or would like to discuss this topic further, contact Mr. DeJesse at DeJesse.Nicholas@dol.gov.
Results of Membership Questionnaire – 

In general, the membership has determined that what we have been doing is on target and there is a desire to continue our efforts.  We will meet regularly and will mix up presentations and work products.  We need to come up with a list of work products to develop in the future within this workgroup.  We may need to have subcommittees to develop these products and report out to the larger group at the meetings.  There will be more discussion on this at the Executive Committee Meeting.  Alan Williams has volunteered to Chair this workgroup with Mike Chezik as the alternate co-chair.
We have a 2006 Work Plan and we have identified workgroup objectives for the Wildlife Workgroup.  The 16 people who wanted to participate, we may want to have those 16 individuals as part of the Core Group for this workgroup.
The Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting adjourned at 0900.
