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STANDING RRT MEETING

Ocean City, MD
May 25, 2006
0830 to 1225
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS – Dennis Carney, EPA & Dave Ormes, USCG D5

AGENDA:

· Convene, Introductions, and Co-chairs opening remarks

· Recognition of Mr. Gary Ott’s Dedicated Service 

· Welcome to Maryland
· Maryland Emergency Response Management 

· RRT III Coordinator’s Report

· State / Commonwealth Reports

· Maryland

· Pennsylvania

· Delaware

· Virginia

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· DOC

· DOI

· ATSDR

· FEMA

· GSA

· DOD (Navy/Army)

· ACOE

· USDA

· DOE

· DOJ

· DOL – OSHA

· DOT - PHMSA
· FOSC Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

· Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee)

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo

· MSU Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh

· MSU Wilmington
· Presentation – Delmarva’s Plans for Avian Influenza in Commercial Chickens 

· Presentation – Pandemic Flu Update
· Presentation – MSRC Aerial Dispersant Program
· Presentation – Protective Security Advisor Program - DHS

· Closing Remarks & Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· Standing RRT Region III Agenda

· Commonwealth of Pennsylvania RRT Report

· Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control RRT Report

· Report Brief – April 2006 – Reusability of Facemasks During an Influenza Pandemic: Facing the Flu

· National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza Implementation Plan – May 2006

· MPA/MSRC Dispersant Program presentation handout

· Protective Security Advisors Presentation handout

· Proposed Format Changes for our RRT III Standing Meeting 

· Ballot for 2007 RRT III Meetings

· Delmarva’s Plan for Avian Influenza in Commercial Chickens Presentation Handout
DATES OF IMPORTANCE: 

· Next meeting in September 19-21, 2006 in Charleston, WV at the Holiday Inn Charleston House
· Jun 13-15th FEMA Watchstander Training – Philadelphia

· 2006 Inland Industry-led PREP exercise – 19 September in Charleston, WV.
· EPA CEPP HAZMAT Conference is scheduled for 3-6 December 2006 in Valley Forge, PA.
MEETING NOTES:

Convene, Introductions, and Co-Chairs Opening Remarks – Dennis Carney, EPA Region III 
and David Ormes, Fifth Coast Guard District

Dennis Carney and Dave Ormes made opening remarks.  Introductions were made by all present.  Welcome to all new attendees.
Recognition of Mr. Gary Ott’s Dedicated Service
The Region III Regional Response Team recognized Mr. Ott’s long and dedicated service to this RRT.  Gary Ott has been one of the strengths for this team.  He is dedicated and cares about what we do.  His presence has been much appreciated.  He was provided with a plaque from the Regional Response Team III.  Thank you for all of your efforts for this region and the US.
To keep up with Gary – Go to his website at http://web.mac.com/GARY.OTT/iweb/GaryOwork/
Welcome to Maryland, Honorable James N. Mathias, Jr., Mayor of the City of Ocean City, Chief Roger Steger, Emergency Response Management and Joe Thiebold, Director of Emergency Services
Welcome to Ocean City.  Thank you for all of the work you do.  Mayor Mathias presented Dennis Carney as the Chair of the RRT 3 with the Keys to the City. 
RRT III Coordinator’s Report – Linda Baines, USCG D5

Welcome and thank you for your participation in this and our meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday.  It has been nice to have such great participation and welcome to the new faces.  This RRT meeting has been very productive.  Please vote on the 2007 Ballot for RRT III Meeting locations and dates.
ACTION ITEM:  Members are asked to please review the meeting format survey and complete it and turn it in to the coordinators as soon as possible.
NATIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (NRT) UPDATE – Dr. Joe Lafornara, EPA

Dr. Lafornara provided a brief update of the NRT status with his tenure as the NRT coordinator.  They have made several changes to the program.  A technical presentation will now be made at each NRT meeting.  Meeting times have changed to afternoons making it easier for all members from around the country to participate.
The NRT is now more involved in responses under ESF-10, especially for Incidents of National Significance (Katrina). 

The NRT has produced:

· a new Unified Command technical report – final today.  Look for it at the NRT webpage – www.nrt.org. 
· Lessons learned report, finalized in June/July.  A draft report is posted on the secure side of the NRT website.
· Updating the NRT website (speeding it up; making it more streamlined).
· Quick reference guides for WMD biological agents (anthrax, plague, tularemia, small pox) available on the website at: http://www.nrt.org/Production/NRT/NRTWeb.nsf/PagesByLevelCat/Level3BiologicalHazards?Opendocument/) 
· This RRT has raised several issues, mainly funding that the NRT can address.  RRT co-chair agencies are not being funded as they should be and Mr. Lofonara will be looking to identify some additional funding to fill this gap.
· An effort to look at revising the NRT-1 (contingency planning document for facilities).
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS:
MARYLAND – Alan Williams, MDE

1. Nothing to report.

PENNSYLVANIA – Len Insalaco, PA DEP

1. The majority of our incidents are reported in our handout.
2. NIMS training is underway and we are almost 100% trained in ICS-100 and 200 levels; field staff receive 300 level training.
3. Pandemic planning is underway. 

4. The National State Partner Award was given to Lenny Insalaco.
DELAWARE –Ellen Malenfant, DE DNREC and Ben Anderson, DE DNREC - Water

1. They have had no major incidents since September.  Refer to handout for more information.
2. A C4 airplane crashed at Dover AFB; thankfully there were no fatalities.  However, the cleanup of the 10K gallons of Jet fuel discharge is underway.
3. Delaware recently had an oil spill on the Delaware Bay that occurred at the worst time for shorebird and horseshoe crabs.  The oil weathered, luckily, and came ashore as tarballs, causing little to no damage to the species of concern.
4. Delaware is developing a radiation response plan with the $250K it received from a $5M penalty from a recent enforcement action.  
VIRGINIA 

Brett Burdick – VA DEM – not present

Janet Queisser – VA DEQ

1. NIMS training of all Virginia personnel is nearly complete
2. Just conducted state-wide Hurricane Exercise in new EOC.
3. There was a pipeline release outside of Richmond; 30K gal of jet fuel spilled in a residential neighborhood; very little product entered surface waters.  Plantation Pipeline initiated a good response and public relations effort.  For the most part, the incident is over.  Good cooperation for all.

4. Virginia is now looking ahead to the 2006 hurricane season.

WEST VIRGINIA - WV DEP – Mike Dorsey
1. Tire Fires have been a big issue in recent months.
2. West Virginia has established a close relationships with USDA in the process of getting their input from the WV avian influenza response document.
3. Mr. Dorsey is working with WV Dept. of Health on protocols / decisions to be made relative to tire fires.
4. NIMS – WV personnel have met 100% compliance.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - DC EMA – Mark Brown
1. Conducted a PanFlu Summit in April 2006 that was successful from a planning and preparedness standpoint.
2. DC EMA is moving ahead with NIMS training and are nearly 100% compliant.
3. Web EOC training is underway; they are working with MD and VA on interoperability.
4. Tuesday morning DC had a Severe Weather Summit in DC, which went very well.
5. DC EMA hired a NIMS training officer to give the region compliance and help with training.
Note from Dennis from the Executive Committee Meeting
With Gary’s departure, Ed Levine has volunteered to chair the training workgroup and Alan Williams will chair the Wildlife Response workgroup.

AGENCY REPORTS:

DOC – Ed Levine, SSC
1. Gary Ott retires May 31st, we will miss him. 
2. The Maryland ESI maps are in progress of being updated.
3. SCAT training will take place in July at Fort Dix.
4. Mr. Levine part of Univ. of New Hampshire panel – human dimension of response – coming up with proposals for the next FY – sent out RFP proposals for oil spill research

5. Mr. Levine will be attending an ESI Products workshop in Charleston, SC utilizing a multi-agency think tank to determine the future format / content of ESI mapping.  Any thoughts or comments for this update, please contact Ed at ed.levine@noaa.gov.

DOI – Mike Chezik 

1. Thanks the USCG and state of Delaware and DBRC for the assistance in the mystery spill in Delaware Bay.  The response was very well done and did expose some things that DOI needs to address.  USFWS is usually very prompt in emergency responses and are able to make changes in priorities.  Due to budget constraints and priorities realignment, we had to ask USFWS to officially respond to this incident.  We need to address this problem as an RRT.
2. Contingency Plans are undergoing review and it is important that those actions are coordinated with the DOI to ensure that you have all the information necessary as trustees.  We would like to review the Hampton Roads Product and we want the opportunity to review and comment on these documents.

ATSDR – Lora Werner 

1. They had a busy spring at a range of sites with the Public Health agency.

2. The Regional office is still understaffed.  They are advertising positions next week on USA Jobs and the ATSDR website.
3. We refunded our cooperative agreements with PA and WV and want to continue our relationships with these public health agencies for a 5 year cycle. 
FEMA/DHS – Catherine Pomerantz

1. FEMA continues to be fully involved in the Gulf Coast Responses.
2. They are preparing for the 2006 hurricane season, doing hurricane preparedness exercises in Region III.
3. They are coordinating the ESF Watch Stander training in Region III with USCG.  

4. Risk Management Series – keep your eyes posted on these new series.  Go to www.fema.gov/fima/rmsp.shtm for information and free downloads.
5. Please send information about all exercises that you are going to have or participate in to Catherine Pomerantz for the FEMA exercise database.

6. Hurricane season planning CONOPS is in draft format.  They have developed pre-scripted mission assignment for hurricane responses.  The assignment of mission assignments may get more rapid or agencies may be activated through earlier contact for setting up and responding to a hurricane event prior to landfall.  

DHS – 
1. Hurricane preparedness is underway.  There are pre-designated PFO, Deputy PFO and other participants there to help with TTX and DHS is there to help support the states in their responses to any hurricanes this year.
Navy 

Not present.
US Air Force 

Not Present.

USDA – Wilbur Martinez
Nothing to report.

GSA – MaryAnn Toniazzo - Region III

1. GSA has been reviewing the FEMA CONOPS plan for ESF-7. 

2. Emergency preparedness training for our associates in our region has been taking place.
3. GSA Region III participated in the Hurricane Preparedness exercise by the FEMA National Office in May 2006.
4. GSA is finalizing their national Pandemic Flu Plan.
5. They are now moving forward with National Continuity of Operations and Exercise Program, which started in March and will run through the Calendar year. 
US DOT PHMSA
Not Present. 

US ACOE – Mickey Mulvanna
1. Sector Delaware Bay and the ACOE have developed pre-scripted PRFA for spill events.

2. They are working with District 5 for similar pre-scripted PRFA for activities in the region.

OSHA / DOL – Nicholas DeJesse 
1. They are still involved in the Gulf cleanup.
2. Grants program with Univ. of Pittsburgh for training – Nick can conduct a specialized 2-day training 

3. They are holding a Continuity of Operations TTX in September for Pandemic Flu. 

Break – 9:30 a.m.

FOSC REPORTS (Area Committee Reports)

EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

1. Pre-deployment efforts are taking place for the All-Star game in Pittsburgh.  The FBI is involved and they have conducted several dry runs for this effort. The All-Star game will be at the PNC Park on July 11, 2006.  There will be a week of events, expected to bring in a record number of attendees.
Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee) – CDR Kevin Jones 

1. Welcome to Ocean City on behalf of CAPT Springer.  CAPT Springer is being relieved by CAPT Kelly.
2. Bruce Cotter provided an update on the COOP exercise and updated COOP Plan and heavy weather plan.
3. ICS 300 and 400 classes are coming up in week of 17 July (300 and 400 level courses) and 7th or 14th August for the 300 level course; you are welcome to join us.

4. A minor PREP Exercise with boom deployment and trailer activation took place.
Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) – CDR Spencer Wood
1. A PREP Exercise in Philadelphia took place at the Big Stone Anchorage site.

2. A Port Step TTX will occur 30 August in Philadelphia; it is in the planning stages.
3. After action report for ATHOS 1 – signed by CDR Scott

4. The investigation for the Mystery Spill in lower Delaware Bay continues.  The spilled oil has been linked to a responsible party and the Sector continues to go through the process of naming the responsible party.  We want to extend thanks to all participants in this response.  There will be a spill hotwash held on 5 June at Sector Del Bay at 10 a.m. – please attend and provide your comments and lessons learned.  The Captain wants the finalized report completed by 15 June FEMA required training: they are 100% compliance in 100, 200, 700 and 800 level training.
5. The Hurricane plan has been updated for this hurricane season.
6. They are working on the CONOPS plan for updates.

MSO Hampton Roads (Mid Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) – LT Chris Williammee 

1. They are working with NOSC, Marty Costello to address the spills by the Navy.
2. CAPT Patrick Trapp is the new appointee as CO.
MSO Wilmington (Southern Coastal NC Area Committee) 

Not present.
SECTOR Buffalo 

Not Present.
MSU Huntington – LT Rob Coller
1. There has been a change of Command – CDR Keith will take over at MSU Huntington. 

2. They relocated the MSU facility to Barboursville, WV; new contact information is provided on the sign-in sheet.

3. The MSU has received 3 new RBS boats.

MSO Pittsburgh 

Not present. 
PRESENTATION – Pandemic Flu Update – Lora Werner, ATSDR
There is new information on the H5N1 Bird Flu.  A new cluster was discovered in Indonesia.  Person-to-person transmission is suspected.  CDC took 5 samples from this cluster and found no genetic changes to the virus.  The WHO pandemic alert level is unchanged.  Please see the handouts on the pandemic flu information.  The November National Strategy for Pandemic Flu Implementation Strategy is now out (available from:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/homeland/pandemic-influenza-implementation.html).    It is an Executive Strategy and good document that includes 300 critical actions to meet our preparedness goals; it has been a major effort.  

Ms. Werna also provided information on facemasks in a handout.  There is a lot of uncertainty about what PPE is appropriate to reduce flu transmission; efforts are continuing in this area.  

There was a hand out from the Institute of Medicine’s review on the face masks.  The N-95 masks are probably the best method to prevent the transmission of airborne biological contaminants; but contact exposure is still possible if you are in areas with infected personnel.  There is no method for decon of these masks.  This situation is a lot more complicated than you would think it would be.  Research is still ongoing.
PRESENTATION – MSRC Aerial Dispersant Program – Don Toenshoff, MSRC 
A copy of Mr. Toenshoff’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  A copy of the presentation was handed out to meeting participants.
Mr. Toenshoff provided an overview of the MSRC Aerial Dispersant Program.  He summarized the program evolution.  Airborne Support, Inc (ASI) are supported by MSRC or Clean Gulf Associates and are located out of Houma, LA.  MSRC has access to a Hercules ADS pack (out of Alaska).  Our new program addresses the NPRM by the USCG relative to dispersant equipment capabilities.  There are four major components of the MSRC dispersant program:
· Small aircraft – first strike spray aircraft - Beechcraft 90A.
· Large Aircraft – C130A – located in Coolidge AZ (40 miles SE of Phoenix).
· Dispersant inventory – Corexit 9500 is $100K in products for one C130 run.
· Program Management, oversight and development.
They are currently flight testing the new aircraft spray systems; they can spray a 75 foot swath width with the smaller vessels.  All aircraft need to be certified by the FAA.  It is a very complicated process to get through the certification with the FAA.  

The program being developed, is focusing primarily in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Exploration and Production industry in the Gulf has a defacto dispersant plan with MMS.  The USCG has a NPRM on dispersant capabilities.  
PRESENTATION – Delmarva’s Plans for Avian Influenza in Commercial Chickens – Bill Satterfield, Delmarva Poultry Industry, Inc. 
A copy of Mr. Satterfield presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  A copy of the presentation was handed out to membership.  
Mr. Satterfield provided the membership with an overview on the chick production operation and concerns relative to the avian influenza pandemic.  The Delmarva Poultry Industry, Inc. has developed an indemnity MOU that provides $100,000 per company that is affected by avian influenza, $2.5 M in company pledges, and $5 M in state pledges.  The parties that signed the MOU are the 4 poultry companies and growers on Delmarva, Delmarva Poultry Industry, Inc. (Non-profit), State of Delaware and MD.  The Commonwealth of Virginia is not signatory to this process and MOU.  They developed a list of all poultry farms, their locations, and mapped this information in a GIS database (USDA provided help).
Mr. Satterfield also described the procedures that the poultry industry would undergo with a positive identification of avian influenza within a farm – the notifications, command staff and procedures.  

PRESENTATION – Protective Security Advisors Program – DHS – Pete Peterson, DHS
A copy of Mr. Peterson’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  A copy of the presentation was handed out to membership.  

Mr. Peterson provided the membership with an overview of the protective security advisors (PSA) on critical infrastructures in the US.  He identified the 17 Critical Infrastructure (CI) and Key Resources (KR) sectors in the US.  About 75% of the CI/KR resources are in the private sector.  DHS- PSA must work with the industry and Federal entities as well as with the state homeland security offices in the state (daily and weekly contact with these offices).  They want to be a local link between the state and private structure and provide information updates to DHS headquarters.
National Asset Database List has been developed.  If you want more information contact the psadutydesk@hq.dhs.gov.  

Notifications are through the HSOC.  How does the PSA get involved in a response?  They are talking with the state Homeland security offices.  If a JFO is stood up, the PSA will be established within the JFO.  Their activation and involvement is situation dependent.  It is done in cooperation with the state.  They are working to develop relationships with the FEMA regional personnel. They will have 8 area managers with the FEMA office.  

Closing Remarks and Adjournment

Results of Ballot - Future Meetings:

· 23-25, January 2007 – Edison, NJ – Joint R2/R3 Meeting

· 22-24, May 2007 – Rehoboth Beach, DE

· 18-20, September May 2007 – Richmond, VA

Thank you for coming and your participation and cooperation.  Please recognize the Linda’s for coordinating this meeting.  See you on September 19-21th in Charleston, WV at the Charleston House  

NEW RRT III Website Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm
NEW RCP Homepage Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/rcp/homepage.html
Meeting adjourned at 1225.
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