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Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup

Ocean City, MD
May 24, 2006
1005 - 1200
CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd, EPA

AGENDA:

· Introduction

· PRESENTATION – SPCC Rules and SPCC Inspections – Mr. Joe Albert for Ms. Anne Gilley, EPA

· PRESENTATION - Tank Removal Work During Hurricane Response – Mr. Vince Zenone, EPA
HANDOUTS:

· Information Request Form for Oil Pollution Prevention Regulations.
· Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures Rule – Update – Presentation handout

· Hurricane Katrina Response Database Form – Tank Assessment and Collection Activities

· Situation Report summaries for Hurricane Katrina (update 31 – 73)

MEETING NOTES:

Introduction and welcome by Kevin Boyd.  The topics for review by this workgroup include:
1. CIAgent – The workgroup has completed an informal Endangered Species Act (ESA) consultation with USFWS on the use of CIAgent.  USFWS was provided on a county by county basis – the county either was tagged as a “Yes” where CIAgent could be used without notification or a “No” were notification and consultation are required prior to use.
A similar request for CIAgent has been sent to the NOAA Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) for review; This review by NOAA is currently underway.  We will report out on the results once they are received.
2. Pre-approval of testing of Surface Washing Agents (SWAs) – An informal ESA consultation on the use of SWAs was forwarded to the USFWS for their evaluation.  We will report out on the results once they are received.
3. Region IV is in the signature process for pre-authorization the use of solidifiers.  This Workgroup will review the final signed document to see if it could be revised and incorporated into our Region III arsenal of response options.
4. In January 2007, we are planning to conduct dispersant training and will plan to hold a dispersant exercise in May 2007.
PRESENTATION - SPCC Rules and SPCC Inspections – by Ms. Anne Gilley, EPA (Joe Albert presented for her).  A copy of this presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

Before a facility is subject to the SPCC rule, it must meet three criteria: 
1) it must have a non-transportation-related component to its facility; 
2) it must have an aggregate aboveground storage capacity greater than 1,320 gallons or a completely buried storage capacity greater than 42,000 gallons; and 
3) there must be a reasonable expectation of a discharge into or upon navigable waters of the United States or adjoining shorelines. 

The SPCC guidance is available on the web from www.epa.gov/oilspill.  The SPCC planning rules and requirements have been updated and new requirements include:
· Raising the threshold by eliminating the 660 gallon/single container criterion, and creating a greater than 1,320 gallon threshold. 

· Five-year review. EPA changed the review period from 3 to 5 years in which an owner or operator would be required to review the SPCC Plan. 

· Exempts completely buried tanks.

For more information about the updated SPCC regulation, contact Anne Gilley, the Region III SPCC/FRP Inspector at 215-814-3293 or by email at gilley.anne@epa.gov. 

PRESENTATION – Tank Removal Work During Hurricane Response – Mr. Vince Zenone, EPA OSC. Region III.
A copy of Mr. Zenone’s presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

Mr. Zenone conducted Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) removals/documentation in Alabama and Mississippi following Hurricane Katrina.  The Surge line was well inland of the coastal zone.  EPA was documenting all tanks greater than 55 gallon drums.  It was presumed that there were between 40 – 120 ASTs with 500 to 12,000 gallon fuel capacity, but this was not the case once they arrived on scene.  There were an estimated 1,600 – 1,700 ASTs in this 500 to 12,000 gallon fuel capacity range that were identified and/or removed from the locations where they were left following Hurricane Katrina.
EPA used the AST Branch form; this is an ICS-type form that was used to document the information about each tank identified in this effort. There were problems with lat/long information that was being documented by the various teams out in the field.  Mr. Zenone summarized the extent of the operations and issues that were identified in an operation this large.
Meeting was adjourned at 1200. 

