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Information Management Workgroup Meeting

Ocean City, MD
May 24, 2006
1300 - 1350
Chairperson:  Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA 

Agenda:

· Update for the 2006 Information Management Work Plan
· Situation Unit Training – Greg Ham, EPA OSC

· June 13-14 – ESF Watch Stander Training 
· Outreach to Federal /agencies – anyone who should be contacted and brought into the Information , forward this to Catherine

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

1. FEMA EMI Independent Study Program has a new web address:  http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIweb/IS/.  New Updated Classes include:

· IS 230 Principals of Emergency Management – Professional Development Series

· IS 235 Emergency Planning – Professional Development Series

· IS 240 Leadership and Influence – Professional Development Series

· IS 241 Decision-making and problem solving – Professional Development Series

· IS 242 Effective Communication – Professional Development Series

· IS 244 Developing and Managing Volunteers – Professional Development Series

· IS 394A – Protecting your Home or Small Business from Disaster – 4/06

· IS 703 – Resource Management  - 5/06

2. The National Response Plan underwent a recent update (May 25, 2006) and was re-released with some additional references to support this update (available from: http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/editorial/editorial_0566.xml), including:

· National Response Plan base Plan and Appendices 

· Notice of Change to the National Response Plan

· Quick Reference Guide to the National Response Plan

3. Joint Field Operations Guides Standard Operating Procedures and Field Operations Guide now available on the website for download at: http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/editorial/editorial_0566.xml.  
· Interagency Integrated Standard Operating Procedure Joint Field Office (JFO) Activation and Operations

· Interagency Integrated SOP Appendices and Annexes Joint Field Office (JFO) Activation and Operations

· Joint Field Office (JFO) Field Operations Guide

MEETING NOTES:
Ms. Pomerantz welcomed all workgroup members.  

Update 2006 Information Management Work Plan
One original goal of this workgroup was to compile information on Communication Standards from all member state and federal agencies.  This information is very diverse and continues to change.  Ms. Pomerantz changed the work plan objective to identify a point of contact within each state/federal agency to access their communications resources, should the need arise.  For most agencies, the point of contact will be the Agency Operations Center or EOC.  

Members from the Department of Homeland Security Protective Security Advisors (PSA) will be providing the standing RRT membership with a presentation on their roles and capabilities on Thursday.

New Information 
Ms. Pomerantz provided the membership with the opportunity to view some of FEMA’s Risk Management Assessment publications.  
For copies, contact the FEMA Publications office at:  1-800-480-2520.
The publications can be downloaded at:  http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/rms/.  The course material for Building Design for Homeland Security Course is also available at this website.
Tony Murray of DOT – provided Ms. Pomerantz with some handouts including the HAZMAT Digipack – available from DOT.  For additional copies, contact Mr. Murray at 609-989-2181 or by email at: anthony.murray@rspa.dot.gov.
Ms. Pomerantz reminded the membership that those federal employees who worked the World Trade Center can register with the World Trade Center Medical Monitoring Program at (888) 702-0630.  If you have not yet had an exam under the WTC Worker & Volunteer Medical Screening Program but think you may be eligible or want additional information, call the Registration Hotline at (888) 702-0630.
Finally, if you have any new information on agency resources or Photo-documentation guidelines, contact Catherine Pomerantz at Catherine.Pomerantz@dhs.gov or Debbie Scholz at dscholz@seaconsulting.com with your comments and suggestions.
PRESENTATION – Situation Unit Presentation – Greg Ham, EPA OSC
A copy of Mr. Ham’s presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

Mr. Ham provided the workgroup with a brief overview of the Situation Unit from his experience as the Situation Unit Leader on two recent events - the Graniteville, SC Train Derailment and Hurricane Katrina.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1350.


