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Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting

Edison, NJ
January 23, 2007
1230 - 1330
CHAIRPERSON:  Mike Chezik, DOI for Alan Williams, MDE
AGENDA:

· Documentary – by NJDEP (1980’s) Discussion on shorebirds in Delaware Bay 
· Mini Table Top Exercise on a spill on Memorial Day Weekend
HANDOUTS:

· “Nightmare on Memorial Day Weekend”  Sequel to “Shorebirds”
MEETING NOTES:

Mike Chezik opened the meeting and explained that Alan Williams (workgroup Chair) was unable to attend this meeting. 

Presentation:  Shorebirds – A Rite of Spring Documentary – by NJ DEP, with funding by PSE&G and others.
Mr. Chezik provided a 30 presentation Shorebirds – A Rite of Spring in the Delaware Bay.  This video provided an overview of the extent and magnitude of the Delaware Bay migratory pathway for shorebirds and the potential impacts if a large discharge were to occur during this period.
Following the documentary, Mr. Chezik conducted a spill exercise for the membership to consider relative to the migratory shorebird population.  Everyone was asked to develop answers to two questions:
1. Name any specific actions that the Planning Section should include in the IAP to protect shorebirds and horseshoe crabs and their habitats
2. Name any specific assistance that the RRT II/III should offer to the COTP to protect shorebirds

The following table summarizes the suggested response efforts for the exercise and the number of participants that voted for each idea.
	Response Strategy Proposed
	Number of Votes

	David Sweeney (NJ) - Immediate use of dispersants 
	19

	Tom Murray (PEMA) – develop deployment strategies for additional booming 
	9

	Janet Queisser (VADEQ) – assess bird populations; spatial assessment on bird populations are and determine what is still there (shoreline assessment) 
	17

	In-situ Burning 
	17

	Janet Bucknel (USDA Wildlife) – Assemble team of experts; capturing / hazing options as a last-ditch effort to remove them from the oiled 
	7

	Solidifiers; 
	2

	Pre-beach debris cleanup (harvest the eggs and put them back) 
	0

	Gene Johnson (DBRC) – track the oil and prioritize the resources
	0

	Marcos Aquinos (EPA, Region 3) – pre-position staging equipment in areas for wildlife recovery and rehabbing – likely high impact 
	1

	Ed Levine (NOAA) - Maximizing skimming capabilities on the water; strategy to immobilize the oil (anything to keep it from moving – contain it on the shoreline) 
	7

	Marjorie Easton (EPA, Region 3)- Public involvement – restrict their access and volunteer
	0


Further discussions among those present continued:

· Ed Levine (NOAA) reminded the membership that in the past the Region had created tri-fold brochure to hand out to pilots coming into the Delaware Bay during shorebird season.  These brochures already exist; can we get them and possibly resurrect them?  Mike Chezik will contact Don Henne to see if he has an electronic copy of the brochure that we can review and rework if necessary.

· Catherine Pomerantz (FEMA, Co-chair for the Information Management Workgroup) stated that the information workgroup has been soliciting ideas for future workgroup topics.  This might be a good task for this workgroup.

· How many birds can we actually rehab?  We would have to be selective about it.
In regard to RRT II/III assistance that may be requested for a major oil spill in Delaware Bay during late May,  RRTII/III would likely convene a joint incident-specific meeting to consider whether to authorize dispersant application and/or insitu burning in order to protect environmentally sensitive beaches and wetlands.  We would need to assess the status and procedures of the following and have them streamlined to ensure efficiency and effectiveness for the response:

1. RRT review / approval to use certain alternative countermeasures – a timely consuming process that requires concurrence by several RRT members.
2. Initiate logistics and activation / mobilization of resources for the response.

3. Scientific support from all agencies (RRT / NRT) 
4. List of physical assets from the various agencies – Information workgroup – equipment listing for
The Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting adjourned at 1330.

