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Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting

Charleston, WV
September 20, 2006
0800 – 0900
CHAIRPERSON:  Alan Williams, MDE
AGENDA:

· Future Efforts for this workgroup

HANDOUTS:

· Avian Influenza among Waterfowl Hunters and Wildlife Professionals – CDC Emerging Infectious Diseases – Volume 12, No. 8  August 2006
MEETING NOTES:

Alan Williams opened the meeting.  Everyone introduced themselves.
This workgroup has no agenda today, and will serve as a discussion period so that we can determine the future focus of this workgroup.  Although the RRT was originally developed to address oil and hazardous substance incidents, the events of the last several years has shifted our focus to many “all hazards” type incidents and our jobs keep evolving.  Mr. Williams suggested that it may be time that this workgroup shift our focus away from animals and oil spills to other issues of concern, including animal and evacuation during disaster events, West Nile Virus and other Zoonotic diseases, etc.  We have a good handle on what to do relative to oil spills and wildlife and domestic animal issues.  

Already, our focus has been shifting away from oil spills and wildlife issues.  At the last meeting (May 2006), we had a presentation of various methodologies being employed remove/destroy an infected chicken population by the poultry industry.  The membership of this RRT as a region continues to be more involved in areas outside of oil and hazmat response.  What should this workgroup’s focus be?  
1. Pet and Domestic Animal Evacuations.  In the SE (Region IV), coastal states have already gotten their pet evacuation strategies are in place already.  Debbie Scholz (SEA) to provide Mr. Williams with a series of files and links to the existing resources, including:

· The Clemson University have developed detailed animal evacuation strategies http://clemsonews.clemson.edu/WWW_releases/1999/June1999/Animal_Evacuation.html and at www.clemson.edu/ep. 
· It would be a good idea for this Workgroup to have a forum to bring new information forward.  We could work more with animal evacuation strategies like Tri-state and other groups that work with evacuations – SARTS, LARTS, and CARTS (www.sartusa.com). 

2. Avian Influenza and other Zoonotic diseases.  What about avian influenza and other animal diseases that we may be facing in the coming years.  This could include:

· Decon issues for responders; 
· disposal issues for wildlife/domestic animals 

3. Wildlife and Oil.  There are still several topics that need to be addressed relative to animals and oil; 
· Better involvement by the marine mammal groups would like to be more participants in the response.  
· Effects of oil in wildlife - the best practices guidance for oiled waterfowl should be adopted by this RRT.  We need to identify what resources are needed by the qualified wildlife responders (QRW) for spills to “hit the ground running.”  A suggestion was brought forth to form a small task force to work on identifying the minimal equipment list for QRWs.  If you are interested in being part of this task force, please contact Alan Williams at a.williams@mde.state.md us. 
4. State Authorities During Animal Outbreaks.  We need to have some discussion between the states as they and the state veterinary agencies have the response authority for an animal outbreak.  

· There was a recommendation that we involve the personnel from Ft. Detrick, MD in this discussion / topic.  

· Determining which solid waste facilities have the capability to accept dead carcasses.  In WV this information has already been developed.  The state representatives need to make sure this information is known and available in the event of an animal outbreak.

ACTION ITEMS:

· Contact Alan Williams if you are interested in being part of the small task force to identify the minimal equipment needs for QRWs.

· Please review the 2006 work plan for this workgroup and provide comments and suggestions for the 2007 plan.  
· Need to have the USDA and APHIS personnel to regularly attend this meeting.  

· Alan Williams will have someone come and address carcass disposal issues.  

All-hazards Forum – next month in Baltimore – October 10-12, at the Baltimore Convention Center.  For more information, or register on line at www.allhazardsforum.com.  For additional information contact 301-493-5500.

The Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting adjourned at 0900.
