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Training Workgroup

Charleston, WV
September 20, 2006
0900 – 1010
CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd (EPA) for Ed Levine, NOAA SSC
HANDOUTS:

· Proposed Training for RRT III Meetings for 2007
MEETING NOTES:

Linda Baines and Kevin Boyd opened the meeting and asked the participants to introduce themselves and state their agency affiliations.
The next RRT meeting will be held January 23-25, 2007 in Edison, NJ as a joint Region II and Region III RRT meeting.  The actual meeting location will be provided as soon as the final details are worked out.  Please watch your emails for additional information on this RRT meeting.  

ACTION ITEM:  Please contact Linda Baines or Linda Marzulli to let them know if you will be attending this meeting.  
The coordination meetings between the RRT coordinators in Region II and III developed a tentative agenda for the January meeting (refer to the handout).  The workgroup membership was asked to review and provide input from on this proposed agenda.  The draft agenda was revised in the following manner:
Tuesday – Training / Inland Area Meeting
· Joint RRT II and III exercise with a half-day table top exercise (TTX) at the Edison NJ facility that deals with cross boundary issues.  This could also be a useful opportunity for the USCG to address sector boundaries.  Good for interoperability for response.  
· Need to determine if there will there be a design team for the exercise.  ACTION ITEM:  If you are interested in participating in the design of this TTX, please notify Linda Baines.  
· Furthermore, it was recommended that we not break up into different groups so that the membership from both RRTs would share information.  The Inland Area Plan meetings will be short and will go over the updated IACP for Region III.
Wednesday – Workgroup Meetings
· Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup will conduct dispersant training.
· Wildlife Workgroup – no agenda has been set as of this meeting.  
· Information Management Workgroup – One suggestion made is to showcase the FEMA communications trucks at the Edison, NJ Facility.  The EPA ERT equipment will be available for tour.

Thursday – Standing Meeting

· Local Fire Department will be asked to brief the membership on their emergency Response Management System.

· Each State is being asked to prepare a 10 minute presentation on their perspective of their emergency response capabilities and the status of their EMAC involvement.
· Review of the capabilities that are NIMS certified/qualified for resources and credentialing at the national level.

· EPA’s and New Jersey helicopter capabilities and their participation in response.
· Sector Delaware Bay presentation on the Ecological Risk Assessment.
· Cross-boundary communications issues to address in the future.

· Sector Delaware Bay - ports of Safe Refuge status and guidelines

· Delaware River Oil Pollution Act – Summarized the status of this act and charter for the federal register.  Jerry Conrad (Sector Delaware Bay) is the contact for this information. 
Additional Suggestions from the membership include:

· Catherine Pomerantz (FEMA) made the recommendation that the Baltimore Aquarium mammal personnel come and do a presentation on marine mammals and the stranding network.  

· Region III is currently working to establish a Memoranda of Agreement (MOA) with Region II for cross-boundary support between regions.  This MOA will allow the closest OSC from either agency (USCG or EPA) or either Region (II or III) to respond to an incident that involves or may involve both regions.  This MOA is being developed to be very similar in content to the MOA between Regions III, IV, and V for cross-boundary support.  This MOA is currently undergoing review by both RRT II and III and it will hopefully be signed by January 2007 by both regions.  
Next, the membership reviewed the proposed / recommended future training topics as listed on the training schedule handout that has been developed and revised by this workgroup over the last several years.  Several of the items were stricken from the list and others were reassigned.  Recommendations for new topics included:  
· Hands-on wildlife washing by Tri-state; 
· The latest response technologies / capabilities from regional OSROs; and 
· Finalization of the photo-documentation strategies for use in Region III.

Future Meeting Schedule

· January 2007 RRT III meeting will take place in Edison, NJ on the 23rd - 25th and will be a joint Region II / III RRT meeting addressing cross-boundary issues and support concerns

· May 2007 RRT III meeting is tentatively scheduled for Rehoboth Beach, Delaware for May 22-24, 2007.
· Septembers RRT III meeting is tentatively schedules for September 18-20 in Richmond, VA.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1010.  

