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JOINT REGION II / III STANDING RRT MEETING

Edison, NJ
January 25, 2007
0830 to 1340
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS – 
Region II – Eric Mosher, EPA & Captain Mark Landry, USCG D1

Region III - Dennis Carney, EPA & Captain James Rendon, USCG D5

AGENDA:

· Convene, Introductions, and Co-chairs opening remarks

· Welcome to NJ
· RRT III Coordinator’s Report

· State / Commonwealth Reports

· New York

· New Jersey

· Pennsylvania

· Delaware

· Maryland

· Virginia

· West Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· DOC

· DOI

· ATSDR

· FEMA

· GSA

· DOD (Navy/Army)

· ACOE

· USDA

· DOE

· DOJ

· DOL – OSHA

· DOT – PHMSA
· DHS

· FOSC Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region II OSC EPA Reports

· EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

· Sector New York (New York New Jersey Area Committee)

· Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee)

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo

· MSU Huntington

· MSU Pittsburgh

· MSU Wilmington
· Presentation – Delaware River Oil Pollution Act Advisory Committee – Captain David Scott, Sector Delaware Bay 

· Presentation – Ecological Risk Assessment Results – Mr. Jerry Conrad
· Presentation – NSF’s Involvement with the Hurricane Efforts

· Closing Remarks & Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· Standing RRT Region III Agenda

· Commonwealth of Pennsylvania RRT Report

· Commonwealth of Virginia RRT Report

DATES OF IMPORTANCE: 

· Next meeting in May 22-24, 2006 in Rehoboth Beach, DE
· NRT/RRT Co-chairs Meeting, March 13 – 15, St. Louis, MO.
· Region IV RRT meeting is February 6-8 in Cocoa Beach, FL.
· Next Region II RRT Meeting is June 5-6, West Point, NY (tentative)
· Region III will be conduction Watchstander Training (ESF-10 and others) April 23-25th, EPA Region III offices.

MEETING NOTES:

The RRT Co-chairs from Region II and III made opening remarks.    

Welcome to New Jersey, Dave Sweeney, NJ DEP
Mr. Sweeney welcomed everyone to New Jersey and Edison.  Thank you for attending and 
RRT III Coordinator’s Report – Linda Marzulli, EPA for Linda Baines, USCG D5
Linda welcomed and thanked Eric Mosher and Steve Touw for hosting this Joint Region II / III Meeting.  She also thanked MSRC for last night’s reception.  Linda gave the following information:

The next RRT III Meeting will be May 22-24, 2007 at the Atlantic Sands in Rehoboth Beach, DE.  

The NRT / RRT Co-Chairs meeting will be March 13–15, 2007 in St. Louis, MO.

The RRT IV Meeting will be February 6–8, 2007 in Cocoa Beach, FL.

The ESF-10 Watchstander Refresher Training will be April 25-26, 2007 at the EPA Region III Office in Philadelphia, PA.    

STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS:
NEW JERSEY – Dave Sweeney, NJ DEP

1. Changes in home heating oil insurance coverages have occurred – more work for NJ DEP.
2. Morristown, NJ – member of the Morris County Prosecutors Office’s personal radiation detector pager went off along a major roadway.  Determined that radioactive waste had been buried beneath the sidewalk for years.  An Environmental Removal is underway.
3. State police in NJ have a new EOC.  It is a state of the art facility and Region II will get to tour it at a future meeting.
NEW YORK – Andrew English, NYSDEC

1. New bill in NY relative to communications and hazardous substances releases – the requirement is to notify the municipalities of the release and set up a process to make the determination if the conditions of the law.  This new communications process essentially formalized the existing process.
2. Greenpoint Site – This incident involves an area with a long history of bulk storage and refining activities.  Approximately 17 Million gallons of product has been released subsurface over the last century.  The character of the neighborhood has changed and is becoming more residential in nature.  NYSDEC is working to get the RP to remediate the area.  This site has received lots of public attention and concern and on the legal side the state’s Attorney General is working with RP.  NYSDEC has been asked to intervene in the investigation to delineate the extent of the petroleum contamination and define the vapor intrusion requirements underway by DEC.
3. NYSDEC attended a meeting in December 2006 of Waste Management officials from NY/NJ and New England.  This meeting was to develop cooperative arrangements for cross boundary support and is on going and will require approval by state legislatures.

4. Participated in the last ACP meeting.
5. Grounding off East Rockaway Inlet in November.  There was a potential release of up to 300,000 gallons.  Thankfully, the incident was resolved with out a discharge.
6. Participated in the flooding response from June/July along the Susquehanna River.  Wanted to make note of the good response actions and levels of cooperation during the post flood management on recovery issues.

7. Asking for increase in the state spill fund.  At present, the fund is limited to $23 Million. 
MARYLAND – Alan Williams, MDE

Not present.
PENNSYLVANIA – Charlie High, PA DEP (see Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Handout for more details)
1. The majority of our incidents are reported in our handout.
2. PADEP has responded to a rash of train wrecks since the beginning of 2006; 6 events in total and 3 of them have occurred since September:
a. New Brighton on the Beaver River – On October 20th, a train derailed, with 24 cars jumping the track and 3 went into the Beaver River.  The three tankcars that entered the river discharged their product and we had to notify and shut down downstream water supplies.  Additionally, one of the tankcars carrying ethanol caught fire and burned for 3 days.  This incident was reported on CNN.  This was our first experience in handling this type of incident; most everything was reduced by the fire.  PADEP conducted air monitoring for the incident.
3. PA DEP has hired a new commissioner for general response; he assists Mr. High in the central office.
4. PADEP continues working to implement NIMS; everyone is trained up to the operations level (IS-200); several PADEP personnel have participated in the IS-300/400.  Pennsylvania has established a State-wide workgroup to see ensure that Pennsylvania will meet the 2007 NIMS compliance requirements.

5. EMAC – The Pennsylvania EMAC program is handled by our PA EMA.  Our first heavy involvement with EMAC was during Hurricane Katrina under ESF-3 to coordinate volunteers to the Gulf of Mexico area – primarily health care personnel.  We now have 4 NIMS compliant IMTs that can be deployed in the future within the state.  
DELAWARE –Ellen Malenfant, DNREC and Ben Anderson, DE DNR - Water

1. Ms. Malenfant gave a brief summary of the DNREC Emergency Response Agency organization and capabilities in a brief PowerPoint presentation.  This presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.
2. DNREC continues to work on equipment and training and coordination of all state and local level resources.  We have established an industrial alliance in DE for assistance during the response.
3. DE hosted a SCAT training in October with 40 participants coming from VA, PA, and DE.
4. Ben Anderson attended a NOAA/CRC Submerged Oil Workshop.
VIRGINIA 

Brett Burdick – VA DEM – not present

Janet Queisser – VA DEQ (See Virginia Overview handout for more details)
1. No major incidents to report, just our typical transportation accidents
2. There is a tire fire underway in SW Virginia. 

3. Databases have been developed for the commonwealth to respond to EMAC requests;
4. Virginia will be conducting a state-wide hurricane exercise in June 2007.  We will be using an actual historic storm as the exercise scenario.  The primary focus of this exercise will deal with coastal evacuations.
WEST VIRGINIA - WV DEP – Mike Dorsey
Not present. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - DC EMA – Jerome McFarland

Not present.
AGENCY REPORTS:

DOC – Ed Levine, SSC and Frank Csulak, SSC
1. Fairly quiet relative to spills.
2. Gary Ott retired last June; Frank Csulak is replacing him as the SSC for the Mid Atlantic Region.  Please welcome Frank as he makes the rounds meeting everyone in the Region.

3. Participated in Hampton Roads PREP exercise last October.
4. NOAA is attending the Planning Meetings for Sector Baltimore PREP exercise.
5. Long Island – may have some funding secured to update the electronic versions of the ESI maps 

6. New job aid for observation of aerial dispersant applications – coming out in a few months

7. Updating the Philadelphia Seasonal MOU on dispersants with DOI.
8. March 19th – all-hands SSCs meeting in Seattle, WA for retreat

DOI – Mike Chezik, DOI - Region III
1. Interior is operating under Continuing Resolution – travel is restricted
2. In RRT 5, DOI participated in an incident within a notable designated critical habitat for an endangered species.  A tug traveling in Lake Superior in December had its tow line part in storm and cast the Seneca adrift.  There was 2,000 gallons of fuel and other small quantities of Hazardous materials on board.  The Seneca grounded along south shore, a designated critical habitat for piping plover.  The ICS stood up and incorporated a tribal organization involved with fishing rights.  We participated in 3 incident-specific RRT calls for this response.  Under the ESF 7 consultation, there was discussion on the substantial human health and safety issues involved with the response.  Responders worked through and were able to patch the vessel and remove it from this area.  Kudos goes to the USCG for getting the vessel out of there and protecting the habitat rather than just abandoning the vessel on site.
DOI - Andy Radant – Region II

1. Thank you and appreciate the USCG heads up activities

2. Participated in USCG CANUSLAK exercise in Alexandria Bay, Sector Buffalo.  It was a good exercise
3. NY Floods – modest involvement in ESF-10; 
4. Involvement in ESF-11 the natural cultural resources when the USGS deployed under mission assignment to support FEMA for stream gauging.  USGS was able to identify the high water marks.  Their response was quick and very effective; this incident marked a flood of record in several counties that were affected by the flooding.
ATSDR – Anna Pomalis for Laura Werner (Region III)
1. ATSDR has been very busy; working over 100 sites in the past 6 months.  We now have a full office consisting of 3 persons.   Bob Halverson just joined the agency.
2. Working on site in Pennsylvania and will continue to coordinate with EPA on human health issues.
FEMA/DHS Region III – Catherine Pomerantz

1. New Regional Director for the Region will be in place soon
2. FEMA is undergoing a new re-organization; this reorganization will bring the preparedness group back into FEMA.  There will be many significant changes in the reorganization – Catherine will keep you apprised.

3. FEMA Region III continues to be involved in a lot of exercises and training opportunities.
4. FEMA is working in the NIMS NRP re-write and review workgroup.  We have sent out an email to 1,600 members in the region to provide review and comments on the NIMS / NRP documents.
5. Watchstander Training – Formerly this training was only open to ESF-10 agencies.  We are now presenting this training for other ESF’s in the Regional EPA Offices.  On April 26, 2007, we will be activating the RRCC for hurricane preparedness exercises.

6. Risk Meeting tentatively scheduled for April 14th at the FEMA Region III office.
DHS/FEMA Region II – John Kapsimalis

1. Conducted a Risk Meeting in December; the next meeting is April 17-18th in Trenton, NJ 

2. Currently, FEMA Region II has two JFO’s operating – 1 in NYC and one in Buffalo predicated by flooding and snow events in the region.
Navy – Martin Costello - NOSC

1. Just inherited the NOSC responsibility for Regions I and II as well as III; Mr. Costello serves as the NOSC for Eastern Seaboard
2. Oversaw an incident last spring – JAG investigation determined the incident was the result of equipment failure

3. Lots of deployments; we have fueled 10 Million bbls in 2006; the number of spills have been reduced and are minimal relative to the volume moved.
4. Three of our installation facility response plans have been combined into one regional plan that has streamlined our requirements.
US Air Force 
Not Present.

USCG - Region II – Capt Mark Landry

1. Met with Canadian Response entities and we will have a joint exercise later in the year.  

2. In USCG D1, the Admiral is also the PFO (Admiral Sullivan) for the USCG.  The senior-most personnel are being detailed around the country.  The Sector detail is gaining experience and is maturity; we have 5 Sectors in D1.
3. Adm. Noccara (ret.) will serve as PFO for Region I and II in the future (tentative).
USDA 

Not Present.

GSA – Region III MaryAnn Toniazzo 

Not present.
GSA - Region II – Roy Crowe

1. Our website, http://www.GSAAdvanatage.gov has undergone many changes and additions, especially in response – if you can’t find it, contact Roy and he’ll find it for you.

2. Cell phones now have the capability to have priority services within the GETS system.  You will now be able to get through outside of the regular public system, but you have to be registered with either Verizon or Cingulair.  Everyone has to be registered in order to use the wireless system.

3. The Region II NY/NJ COOP working group has finished our pandemic flu exercise; this December we will have a full-scale relocation exercise.

4. The Region II GSA is a small office with 3 personnel.  Any aspect that you have for your buildings (plans) please contact GSA so that we can help you with your planning requirements.

HHS - Region II – Bonnie Pyler 
1. HHS Region II is part of the National Disaster Management System.  Our office is part of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR).
USDOT PHMSA – Tony Murray
1. The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is formerly RSPA. 
2. We have a new Administrator, USCG Vice Admiral Thomas Barrett (ret.) at the helm.
3. PHMSA is very active with industry through our Common Ground Alliance and the National Association of State Fire Marshals.  We are continuing to address training on things that can go wrong with pipelines (excavation and construction, etc.).  We have established a new “Call before you Dig – 811” campaign for all utilities nationwide.  This will funnel into the state one-call numbers.  The one call number requests a 3 day lead time before you dig but is not applicable for emergency responders.  For emergencies, please contact the state one-call number for assistance and information.
4. At the EPA conference PHMSA conducted a 4-hr workshop on pipeline safety.
5. DOT has been very active conducting its 2-day multi-modal training and workshops throughout the country

6. The 2008 Emergency Response Guide (ERG) will be out January 2008 (tentative).  Go to website for more information and contact information to get a copy.  This ERG will also address new pipeline markers.
7. We currently have nine vacancies announcements in our hazmat enforcement offices; these positions GS 12/13 levels.
USACOE – Mickey Mulvenna
1. Working with NJ DEP on permits for the Maurice River Booming Initiative.
2. Working on finalizing pre-scripted Pollution Removal Funding Authorizations (PRFA) with Pat Ryan of the National Pollution Fund for future application in spill events regionally and nationally.
3. We are continuing to meet with EPA Region III to go over water and waste water infrastructure support) under the National Response Plan (NRP) and the interaction between ESF 3 and ESF 10 on mission assignments. 

4. Closing out (fiscal) mission assignments with FEMA for the June Flooding disasters.

5. Thanks to the Commonwealth of Virginia for the work accomplished on the Critical Facility database for Power and identification of Points of Distribution for Ice/Water commodities on their EMAC database.

OSHA / DOL – Region III - Nick De Jesse
1. Will be conducting a disaster workforce training with PEMA the 3rd week in April.
2. Liberty Down COOP exercise in February

3. CDC grant through University of Pennsylvania resulting in OSHA conducting Health and Safety training for rural preparedness task forces.
OSHA / DOL Region II - Gil Gillen

1. Established protocols with NY/NJ for mutual aid within the region.  Had meetings with everyone in the region (utilities, hospitals, etc.) to develop a pre-programmed site safety program for the area.  This program is easy to use and has a training component also.
2. OSHA is not the Safety Officer for an incident, we would function as an assistant to the Safety Officer.
3. We have revamped our Safety and Health training and are now offering it to other groups throughout the region.
4. The Region II OSHA management personnel will have completed up through IS-400-level by this summer; we are available to participate in exercises.
Break – 9:45 a.m.
FOSC REPORTS (Area Committee Reports)

Region II – Eric Mosher - Summary
1. Lots of changes and improvements for EPA Region II.  Our capabilities have been completed (construction and the Communications trailer, etc.).   In supporting the RRT – we are getting back to prevention and preparedness focus with our internal reorganization to provide better services to requests and communications.  We want to give Region II personnel a more consistent response contact within the agency.  Hopefully the reorganization will help with this.
2. Very busy with responses over the last 6 months including working with our co-trustees (DOI on floods this summer).  We are gaining lessons learned with other agencies and will be doing some cross-boundary/cross-border/cross state support when we are working a larger event.  Our goal is to have two to four Incident Commanders available at any one time to assist in an incident and reduce the load, so we have experienced personnel available for the response.  We will continue testing this process and will see what works.

3. Response Center – With the updates, we want to increase communication among RRT agencies as well as use communication portals to our advantage (HSIN, etc.).  

Region III – Dennis Carney – Summary

Nothing new to report.

EPA Region II OSC EPA Reports

Everything has already been covered (Steve Touw)– there are 2 branches within EPA – removal branch and response branch (very active) this year.  

1. Anthrax response in NYC last spring – very successful and interesting event.  Communications were critical among agencies.
2. Newtown Creek between Brooklyn/Queens had an underground flow.  We continue to work on this incident.  It is the largest in US.

EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

1. Responding to a tire fire and battery casing site.  The incident started on January 16th, 2007; the local Fire Department was called in on the 22nd.  Bob Kelley (OSC) is now on site for removal.
Sector New York / New Jersey – LCDR Hermes-Sanchez
1. The new Incident Management Handbooks (IMH’s) must be ordered through GSA.  They are $22 a piece.
2. The ACP has undergone several changes.  We will be adding a section on Places of Safe Refuge and this update will hopefully be completed by April 2007.
3. Training – We have openings for our ICS 300/400 training.  We will get information out so that you can get your people signed up.
4. The next Area Committee meeting is April 19, 2007.  We have 2 guest speakers scheduled – one for Nuclear RC and a second from the Navy SUPSALV 

5. The Regional Industry-led prep exercise will be held later in 2007.  Shell Oil has volunteered to be the RP for this exercise.  We will continue to provide additional information on this exercise as more information becomes available. 

Sector Long Island Sound – Bob McKenna
1. We have participated in several spills recently, including:

a. A recent spill where we worked with NYS DEC 
b. A barge carrying 700,000 gal of home heating oil grounded in Rockaway Inlet.  Thankfully, the potential disaster was averted as the barge was refloated and was moved without incident.
2. PREP plan for 2007 (November, tentative) 

3. Broadwater Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) project – The Sector is working with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) who has issued the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that is currently under review.  We are working on emergency response plans for safety and emergency response.

Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee) – CWO Bruce Cotter
1. Sector Baltimore is participating in a joint PREP / Area Maritime Security Training and Exercise Program (AMSTEP) in September (3-5 days)
2. We are working on our Port of Safe Refuge plan

3. ICS courses are being offered in February, March and May  at USCG Yard in Baltimore.
4. Mr. Cotter is being deployed to LA/Long Beach in May.  Good luck Bruce.
Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) 

1. The ATHOS incident happened Thanksgiving 2004 and the active response was finally completed in Jan 2005.  The Monitoring phase continued until September 2006.  All documentation is completed for this incident. 

2. The ACP is being updated.  Contact Jerry Conrad if you have any comments.  The commenting period will end in January when we’ll close the updates and publish the revised plan.
3. Within the Delaware Bay, we have responded to a few small spills and have worked with EPA Region III this summer.
4. Currently we are adding four new ICS trainer positions and expect to have them filled by March 2007.  If you need training, please contact Sector Delaware Bay.

Sector Hampton Roads (Mid Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) – LT Matt Colmer
1. Recently, Sector Hampton Roads participated in a Government-led PREP exercise.  The scenario called for a 2 million gallon discharge and the exercise had participation with 14 federal agencies and the commonwealth.  An after action report was generated – if you would like a copy, please contact Mr. Colmer.
2. Jan 31, 2007 we will have an ACP meeting.
3. The Jamestown 400th anniversary celebration has been designated by DHS as a Homeland Security Level-1 event due to the significant dignitary presence attending. We are participating in monthly meetings and will receive credit for this event under Area Maritime Security (AMS) Program.
MSO Wilmington (Southern Coastal NC Area Committee) 

Not present.
SECTOR Buffalo – LT Tracy Wirth

1. Sector Buffalo participated in the CANUSLAK Alexandria Bay Exercise.  We responded to an actual grounding during the exercise; 
2. We are in the planning stages for a future Ice Exercise on the St. Lawrence Seaway.
3. The Sector is offering ICS training throughout the sector, including: 

a. 5 classes for ICS 300 throughout the area; 
b. 10 classes for ICS 210 –initial IC courses; 
c. 1 ICS-400 level course.
4. The Great Lakes has a newly appointed Scientific Support Coordinator (SSC); please welcome Lt. Liz Jones who is now stationed in Cleveland.
MSU Huntington – CDR Kevin Keifer

1. The MSU continues to work the Rivers in Region III, IV and V.
2. We will be participating in the full scale AMSTEP exercise scheduled for March 15, 2007 in Parkersburg, WV and Marietta OH.  We had a mid-planning conference last week.  This exercise will have 3 large-scale industry partners and 40+ agencies participating as well as the ICS training associated with this effort.
MSU Pittsburgh – Chief Dennis Hawkins
1. Not many incidents to report.  We had one medium spill due to a ship sinking.  The response was immediate and the oil was quickly removed.
2. The Waterways Action Plan (for the river) is near final revision and should be coming out shortly.
USCG Strike Teams – LT CDR Rob Campbell
1. The Strike teams can also offer training at the IS 200- 400 levels as well as position specific instructors or assistance – please contact them for your training needs.
2. At present, we do not see a change in services within the region.
3. The Atlantic Strike Team assumed control of the Caribbean responses to align us with Region II.
Break – 1105
PRESENTATION – Delaware River Oil Pollution Act Advisory Committee – Captain David Scott, Sector Delaware Bay 
Captain Scott provided the membership with an overview of the Delaware River Oil Pollution Act and the component of the Advisory Committee.  This is a significant legislative effort for our area within the MTSA.  The Delaware River Protection Act is the outcome of the ATHOS incident.  The DRPA:
1. Increases the liability limits - Accelerating the phase out of single-hulled tankers through insurance increases.
2. Defines submerged oil strategies - Required the USCG to partner with DOC to look at developing new strategies and methodologies in dealing with submerged oil

3. Initiated Vessel Loss Reporting Requirements - The act requires all ships and docks to report any loss of equipment (rudder, prop, anchor, etc.) immediately and let them know where the loss occurred.  To report a loss, contact Sector or the NRC.  The requirement further requires that they have to place a buoy to mark the lost item.  At present, DRPA does not require the reporter to remove any lost equipment.  However, it is to their advantage to remove any equipment lost along the river due to possible liability issues associated with these equipment losses.
4. Advisory Committee Appointment - Initiated a new special advisory committee that supplements the Area Committee.  This new Advisory Committee is made up of a 27 person advisory group.  To date, we have developed a charter for this group.

PRESENTATION – Ecological Risk Assessment (Sector Delaware Bay) – Jerry Conrad, Sector Delaware Bay 
A copy of this presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

PRESENTATION – Port of Safe Refuge Guidelines (Sector Delaware Bay) – Jerry Conrad, Sector Delaware Bay 
A copy of Mr. Conrad’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

PRESENTATIONS – Special Teams Response Support and Capabilities Presentations – 
EPA ERT Capabilities –Robotic Level A “Johnny 5” Demo - Mr. Harry Compton, 
National Decon Team – Mr. Leroy Mickelson, EPA National Decon Team

A copy of Mr. Mickelson’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

DNREC ERT Capabilities – Presentation

Atlantic Strike Team / National Strike Team Capabilities – Review of Special Teams Handbook – ENS Brownie Kuk, AST
Closing Remarks and Adjournment

Thank you for coming.  The next Region III RRT meeting is scheduled for May 22-24th (tentative) in Rehoboth Beach, DE.  The next Region II RRT meeting is scheduled for June 5-6, 2007 – location will be provided at a later date.
Meeting adjourned at 1340.

RRT II Website Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d1/response/rrt/rrt2.html
RRT III Website Address: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm
RCP homepage Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/rcp/homepage.html
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