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STANDING RRT MEETING

Charleston, WV
September 21, 2006
0830 to 1225
STANDING RRT CHAIRPERSONS – Dennis Carney, EPA & CDR Dave McBride, USCG D5

AGENDA:

· Convene, Introductions, and Co-chairs opening remarks

· Welcome to West Virginia
· West Virginia Emergency Response Management 

· RRT III Coordinator’s Report

· State / Commonwealth Reports

· West Virginia

· Maryland

· Pennsylvania

· Delaware

· Virginia

· District of Columbia

· Agency Reports

· DOC

· DOI

· ATSDR

· FEMA

· GSA

· DOD (Navy/Army)

· ACOE

· USDA

· DOE

· DOJ

· DOL – OSHA

· DOT - PHMSA
· FOSC Reports (Area Committee Reports)

· EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

· MSU Huntington

· Sector Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee)

· Sector Hampton Roads (Mid-Atlantic Coastal Area Committee)

· Sector Buffalo

· MSU Pittsburgh

· MSU Wilmington

· Sector Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee)

· Presentation – Bermuda Islander Spill Case Study – CDR Spencer Wood 

· Presentation – InfraGard Information Sharing – Jim Weathersbee, WV Dept HHR
· Presentation –  Interagency Modeling Atmospheric & Assessment Center (IMAAC)
· Closing Remarks & Adjournment

HANDOUTS:

· Standing RRT Region III Agenda

· Format for our RRT III Standing Meeting 

· Commonwealth of Pennsylvania RRT Report

· Sector Delaware Bay FOSC Report 

· NARAC IMAAC Overview 

· After Action Report for the M/V Bermuda Islander Oil Spill

DATES OF IMPORTANCE: 

· September 27, 2006 - Navy SUPSALV Equipment Deployment at the Cheatham Annex, Williamsburg, VA – Contact is Bill Walker, SUPSALV

· Region II RRT in Four Points, NY in October 

· EPA CEPP HAZMAT Conference is scheduled for 3-6 December 2006 in Valley Forge, PA.

· Next meeting is the Joint Region II / Region III Regional Response Team Meeting on January 23-25, 2007 in Edison, NJ.
MEETING NOTES:

Convene, Introductions, and Co-Chairs Opening Remarks – Dennis Carney, EPA Region III and CDR David McBride, Fifth Coast Guard District

Dennis Carney and CDR Dave McBride made opening remarks.  Everyone introduced themselves and stated their affiliations with the RRT.  Welcome to all new attendees and it is good to see all of you here and we appreciate your willingness to travel to WV.  We had a good tabletop exercise on Tuesday and thanks go to the Marathon Facility for the facility tour.    

Welcome to West Virginia, Mike Dorsey, WV DEP
Welcome to West Virginia and welcome to our capitol city, Charleston.  I hope you enjoyed your stay with us.
West Virginia Emergency Response Management - Mr. Mark Wolford, City of Charleston and Kanawha County, WV
Mr. Wolford extended his welcome to WV.  The City of Charleston is currently updating their Emergency Response Plan; this has been an 18month effort to bring it into compliance with the National Response Plan (NRP).  Mr. Wolford touched on the need for local emergency planning committees (LEPCs) to get on board with the all-hazard planning; the local WV LEPCs are concerned about their liability issues since their mandate was for chemical emergencies.  Mr. Wolford asked the membership to please push the all-hazard planning within your local and county emergency management agencies (EMAs) and LEPC.  We need to utilize our plan for oil spills and for all chemical hazards.  It is a constant battle to keep the plan updated.  
Mr. Wolford then spoke of their local Hurricane Katrina response and their efforts to take 1,000 evacuees with 2 hour notification. Our key response partners in meeting this need were Wal-Mart and Home Depot.  Keep them in mind in your local response efforts when conducting your planning efforts – they were a significant player in the evacuation response.  One of the major problems that needed to be addressed was that many of the evacuees did not have any identification on them.  Be sure to plan for this contingency in your plans.
RRT III Coordinator’s Report – Linda Baines, USCG D5

Welcome and thank you for your participation in this and our meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday.  It has been nice to have such great participation and welcome to the new faces.  This RRT meeting has been very productive.  The next meeting will be the Joint Region II / Region III RRT meeting in Edison, NJ in January 2007.
ACTION ITEM:  Members are asked to please review the meeting format survey, complete it, and turn it in to the coordinators as soon as possible.  Also, please signify on this form if you are planning to attend the Region II/III RRT meeting in January so that we can plan for meeting space accordingly.  
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH REPORTS:
WEST VIRGINIA - WV DEP – Mike Dorsey

1. Nothing to report.  Mr. Dorsey would like to encourage each state and agency to be prepared and consider all components of a response, for all hazards, including evacuation, shelter in place, etc.
MARYLAND – Alan Williams, MDE

1. MDE responded to a significant Mercury incident since May 2006; nothing new to report.
PENNSYLVANIA – Don Bialosky, PA DEP

1. The majority of our incidents are reported in our handout.  
DELAWARE – Ben Anderson, DNREC - Water

1. Delaware dealt with a Dow Reichhold styrene spill in Cheswold, DE (near Dover) from a rail car.  The Styrene became unstable and spewed out of the railcar vent line and man-way.  The styrene vapors caused strong odors within a 5-mile radius from the site.  Responders were worried that the railcar would over-pressurize and explode.  Several areas of US Rt. 13 and local businesses were closed.  The Delaware Technical and Community College, Terry Campus and approximately 40 houses nearby were also evacuated due to the potential risk of explosion.  This response required the use of the DNREC Emergency Response Team (ERT), and the Delaware State Police, Explosives Ordnance Disposal Unit’s robot to monitor the railcar temperature and air quality.   
2. IPC Oil Spill – this was a waste recovery plant on the Christina River that experienced an oil discharge on July 15th 2006 as a result of an unsupervised transfer process when a hose burst releasing approximately 2,100 gallons of waste oil that ultimately reached the river.  The Christina River is tidally influenced.  The most significant impacts were in the Wilmington area under the dock.  Overall, 82 waterfowl were oiled and 8 died.  Tri-state responded.  This incident started as a USCG response and then transferred OSC authority to the EPA.

VIRGINIA 

Gregory Britt – VA DEM 

1. Roanoke, VA – VA DEM responded to a house fire with palleted pesticides stored at the home.  
2. I-81 in Roanoke, VA – VA DEM responded to a tractor trailer friction fire that required the evacuation of approximately 150 homes.  The truck was carrying sodium hydro sulfide which is water reactive.  This release shut down I-81 for 36 hours during the passage of Tropical Storm Ernesto through our state.

Janet Queisser – VA DEQ

1. VA DEQ has been preparing for our large Pandemic Avian Influenza exercise that will be held the 3rd week in October.  This exercise will require the local authorities to deal with human cases of avian flu.  The exercise officially started 2 weeks ago with a small flock agricultural incident and is working it real time.  Our goal is to have a more realistic event so that the responding agencies will have a better feel for what might actually happen should the avian influenza mutate to humans.
2. VA DEQ is also getting ready for the Hampton Roads PREP exercise that is scheduled for November 2007

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - DC EMA – Not Present
AGENCY REPORTS:

DOC – Ed Levine, SSC – Not present.
DOI – Mike Chezik, DOI 

1. SONS 07 Exercise June 2007 – This exercise will provide a wealth of cross-boundary issues and lessons learned for this RRT.  It will involve 13 states and 4 RRT regions – this is the largest SONS exercise ever attempted.  To start, there will be an earthquake along the New Madrid fault, resulting in a major spill in Lake Michigan and broken pipelines across the Mississippi and Ohio River.  One of the major challenges is to have DOI coordinate all DOI agency involvement.  The USGS will be heavily involved.  We are trying to involve the USFWS in their traditional role of overseeing the role of wildlife.  The exercise will take place over a period of 2 weeks; the 2nd week will be more of a seminar style component to the exercise involving the advancing the timeline to 120 days.  There will be significant involvement of the DC agencies and the participating states.
ATSDR – Lora Werner – Not present
FEMA/DHS – Catherine Pomerantz

1. ESF-10 training coordinated between USCG / EPA in June 2006. 
2. There were a number of RRCC activations.  The RRCC stood up for a number storm events and Hurricane Ernesto.  

3. FEMA is active in a number of exercise training and planning meetings; avian flu and pandemics are hot topics for exercises.  We are working to coordinate these health impacts into our COOP planning.  

4. Trying to coordinate HSIN in conjunction with the Risk Meeting.  If we are unable to coordinate this, we will have a separate Risk Meeting and invite all agencies. 

5. New independent study courses have been added to the EMI training site.  Please check back regularly to view the newest training opportunities.

6. If you need specific training coming up, please contact Catherine with specifics for the FEMA database.
7. Please notify Catherine of all exercise opportunities in the Region.

Navy – Martin Costello - NOSC

1. Mr. Costello has been in his NOSC position now for 1 year and it is a permanent assignment.  The Navy continues its efforts to complete all required exercises and training.

2. Training: The Navy recently completed two FRT & SMT exercises: NAS Oceana & Naval Station Norfolk.  Training for NAB Little Creek is scheduled for October 2006.

· Conducting Training with SUBASE New London next week.  This training includes ICS-200 and a worst-case discharge exercise. 

· The Navy SUPSALV will be deploying its equipment at the Cheatham Annex, in Williamsburg, VA next week to showcase its assets that are available in case of a worst case discharge.
3. Prevention:  The Navy is installing Permanent boom at pier 6 (double-decker pier) at the NAVSTA.  Permanent boom has been installed at pier 3 with future plans to install permanent boom at pier 14 creating spill boxes perpendicular to the tidal current to prevent any spills from migrating north or south along the pier facility.  There is an ongoing effort to establish an effective response strategy for boom containment at Little Creek, Yorktown at the weapons pier & at the Naval Station Norfolk.  
4. Significant Spills:  During May, 2006, the Navy had a 3,200 JP-5 spill.  JAG investigations revealed that it was from a ship and the cause was a misaligned valve.  There is interest in what we are doing to prevent these type spills from occurring.  Training and other exercises will be required 
5. NOTE:  CNRMA is Regionalizing with NE Region on October 1, 2006.  Mr. Costello’s area of responsibility (AOR) is increasing with it and he will be conducting a tabletop exercise next week in New London to iron out future response specifics.

USDA – Not Present
GSA – MaryAnn Toniazzo - Region III

1. GSA continues to participate in exercises within the region for COOP (this included a full deployment exercise in July 2006); GSA also took part in a multi-agency pandemic exercise on September 15th.
2. GSA Region III continues to prepare for the multi-agency COOP functional exercise scheduled for Feb 2007 in Philadelphia, PA.
3. GSA responded to several storm events in June 2006.  GSA leased space for field offices and coordinated supplies for FEMA in response to 5 Presidential Disaster Declarations (PDDs) in Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey.
4. Hurricane Ernesto and GSA Region III activation.  GSA provided limited support for this event; it served as a good exercise for the GSA.
USDOT PHMSA – Not Present 
USACOE – Mickey Mulvanna – Not Present 
OSHA / DOL – Nicholas DeJesse - Not Present 
FOSC REPORTS (Area Committee Reports)

EPA Region III OSC EPA Reports

1. EPA has been heavily involved with training and exercises of late, including Tuesday’s tabletop exercise and last month EPA Region III conducted an in-house TTX related to a hurricane response.  We have developed a checklist for response that will require EPA as an agency to ensure that we had taken into consideration all of the components of the response.  We need to continually exercise and train with this plan to see what changes need to be made with the plan in order fort the plan to be effective for a response. We continue to determine the weaknesses and make changes as needed to be effective.
MSU Huntington – LT Mark Sawyer
1. Agreed to coordinate an area exercise program for this area – one large exercise each year.  This area exercise was held in March 2006.  The exercise concept being used is composed of three phases for a single exercise extending over a three year period – the first is the planning phase that was held in March 2006, the next year (March 2007) is the response portion of the exercise (including deployment); and the third year addresses the recovery effort from the incident.  This exercise program will involve more than 40 agencies, industry and the media.  One component of this exercise program is the strong requirement for better coordination and communication with local agencies and first responders.  As part of this exercise, we will be conducting local training for first responders on the MTSA plan.  In March 2007 the next phase of the exercise (a HAZAMAT incident) will take place in the Huntington/Barboursville area.  Many of the RRT will be asked to play, control, or observe.
SECTOR Baltimore (Baltimore Area Committee) – CDR Brian Kelley 

1. BALTEX 06 will take place on Sept. 28th – the Sector is teaming up with TSA and Maryland Port Authority for this exercise.
2. One federal spill – last week a pleasure craft sank at the dock; several hundred gallons of diesel fuel recovered.

3. Next Area Committee meeting will be held later this year or early next calendar year.

4. The Sector will be initiating a USCG-led PREP in Baltimore in 2007.
5. Boom deployment drill next week – minor (5 stations) will test some of their equipment in the Annapolis, MD area.

6. CDR Kelley introduced several new people on his staff, Jay Callahan and Jay Donohugh, to the RRT.

7. A VOSS (vessel of opportunity oil-skimmer) deployment was conducted on the James Renkin last week.
8. Training continues.  Approximately 150 people have undergone HAZWOPER training and over 100 have completed ICS – 300 and 400 level courses.
SECTOR Delaware Bay (Philadelphia Area Committee) – CDR Spencer Wood
1. Bermuda Island Spill – CDR Woods will be providing the membership with a presentation shortly on this spill case study (handout).
2. Port of Safe Refuge – Sector Delaware Bay has been working on the Port of Safe Refuge and will conduct another workshop on November 9th with the member parties.  Jerry Conrad will provide the RRT with a briefing / presentation on the status of the Port of Safe Refuge at the January 07 RRT meeting in Edison, NJ.
SECTOR Hampton Roads (Mid Atlantic Coastal Area Committee) – LT Matt Colmer
1. Tropical Storm Ernesto – the Sector command post stood up for 60 hours and shut the port down for a number of hours while Ernesto passed through the area.  There were no pollution cases to report but there were some minor recreational boat sinkings.  Ernesto did cause extensive infrastructure damages at the USCG Watchapreaque facility.
2. Sector Hampton Roads will sponsor a Government led PREP exercise on November 15th.
3. Training Events – ICS -300 training will take place at the Coordination Center (Norfolk or Portsmouth)

4. Security Events – planning the Jamestown 2000 event. This event is designated by DHS as a homeland security level-1 event meaning that there will be significant dignitary presence attending

MSU Wilmington (Southern Coastal NC Area Committee) - - CDR Byron Black
1. No significant events to report.
2. Tropical Storm Ernesto was not a very significant event for our AOR.  As it passed through our area, there was only minor flooding and other small impacts.  This was a relatively minor incident for USCG involvement.

SECTOR Buffalo - LT Tracy Wirth
1. Significant changes to our ACP following our change to a Sector.  Sector Buffalo has a new AOR (within Regions II, III, IV and IV).  We have developed a full umbrella plan with 5 geographical specific area plans (St. Lawrence, NE Ohio, NW PA, etc.).
2. Sector Buffalo participated in a CANUSLAK exercise 2 weeks ago – approximately 150 people from 25 agencies participated.  This exercise was considered a great success as it was designed to address some cross-border issues such as command post location and boom deployment.  This exercise was designed to test how we can share boom between countries.  

MSU Pittsburgh – CDR Steve Wischmann
1. CDR Steve Wishcmann assumed command June 20, 2006, replacing CDR Wyman Briggs.
2. Nothing much to report since the last RRT meeting.  Two small tows were lashed up at the Allegheny Power System Plant - one of the vessels sank and pulled over the second resulting in two fatalities.  Approximately 1,900 gallons diesel was released; we experienced nearly a 90 percent recovery rate.  This incident underscored the cooperation between agencies and industry and the OSRO. 
3. The MSU participated in the clean up August 25th of an Engine Room fire onboard US Steel Vessel 3; Weavertown Environmental Group (WEG) was the OSRO.
4. Major League Baseball All-Star Game – this national event required extensive efforts for cooperative planning and working on relationships in the area.  

5. Difficult to get everyone to buy into a Incident Command-based response.  Everyone has worked and understands the UC response.  More training on ICS is beneficial to the responders in that area; ICS 300 training in November 18-19, 2006 by the strike team.  Have room if anyone wants to attend.  Contact MSU

6. March 22, 2007 – Advanced TTX / PortStep TTX exercise – this event will involve a counterterrorism response but will also involve an intermodal/multimodal problem.  

PRESENTATION – Bermuda Islander Spill Case Study – CDR Spencer Wood, Sector Delaware Bay
A copy of CDR Spencer’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  A copy of the presentation was handed out to meeting participants.  A summary report was provided as a handout to the membership.
The Bermuda Island Spill occurred from April 25- May 11, 2006.  This spill was mostly an unremarkable incident.  A towboat operator reported an 8-10 mile strip of black oil in the Delaware River near the bay.  After conducting an overflight, the USCG determined that there were 5-7 large oil slicks with thick oil along a 10 mile stretch of river.  Approximately 90,000 acres of oyster beds were closed due to potential contamination.  No identifiable RP was initially identified.  The USCG determined that there had been five vessels transiting the area just prior to detection and that 2 had already left the port.  It was easy to sample the 5 ships in port; more difficult to sample those vessels that had already left.

The Bermuda Island is a small cargo vessel.  A Harbor Pilot had called in and stated that he had viewed a spill on deck but that there had been no indication that the discharge had entered the water.  Sector Delaware Bay sent investigators to the Bermuda Island to sample the ship.  AT that time it was determined that a ballast water line that passed thru one of the tanks had corroded and upon deballasting on leaving the Delaware River, they were inadvertently discharging product.
As a result of this spill, 23 oiled waterfowl were recovered and one oiled sea turtle was recovered.  The Federal Project limit was set to $500,000; 206 gallons of oil were recovered from the water surface and 70 sq. yards of oily waste and debris collected.
USFWS has always responded to our incidents in Delaware Bay.  They provide scientific support to the FOSC and the UC.  However, for the Bermuda Island Spill, they were not able to respond until a letter was developed.  DOI and USCG sent a letter to the Secretary of USFWS about their participation.  Personnel have been cut extensively within USFWS and the wildlife response personnel are down to just four individuals within the region.  As a result, the USCG Sector Delaware Bay is working to train up USCG auxiliary personnel to undergo the USFWS response training to provide assistance to the USFWS in this area to backfill this need.  Please be aware that the regular response community for resources of concern may not be present or available in the future.  Work to ensure that you have the support you will need for a significant incident.  

PRESENTATION – InfraGard Information Sharing – Mr. Jim Weathersbee, WV Dept of Health and Human Resources
A copy of Mr. Weathersbee’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  A copy of the presentation was handed out to membership.  
Mr. Weathersbee provided the membership with an overview of the InfraGard program and activities in West Virginia.  Infragard started in 1996 in Cleveland, Ohio to assist the FBI with Cyber investigations.  A WV chapter of InfraGard was established recently.  The RRT may become more and more involved with cyber-terrorism responses as the hackers become more advanced; we may all be facing additional impacts from cyber crime (e.g., shutting down a power plant, all of the street lights on a grid, power, phone, and computer).  
Some of the critical infrastructure industries of concern include:  Agriculture, Banking/Finance, Chemical, Computer Security, Defense, Emergency Services, Energy, Food, Postal/Shipping, Public Health, Transportation, Telecommunications, and Water Supply.  For more information, visit the InfraGard site at www.wvinfragard.org for information on the local chapter or www.infragard.org for the national chapter.  
PRESENTATION – Interagency Modeling Atmospheric and Assessment Center (IMAAC) – Ronald Baskett, NARAC-IMAAC Operations (Lawrence Livermore National Labs)
A copy of Mr. Baskett’s presentation is available on the RRT Website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  A copy of the presentation was handed out to membership.  
The National Response Plan designates the IMAAC as the single federal source of airborne hazards predictions during an Incident of National Significance (INS). IMAAC is responsible for producing and disseminating predictions of the effects from hazardous chemical, biological, radiological releases.  Knowing the downwind impact from such releases is a key component of developing a common operational picture for response decision making from the local through the federal levels. In the interest of providing decision makers with immediate information to protect public health and safety, IMAAC also supports responses to major atmospheric releases leading up to an INS.

The current IMAAC agency federal partners are the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of Defense, the Department of Energy, the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (Department of Commerce), the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. IMAAC is not intended to replace or supplant dispersion modeling capabilities that federal agencies currently have in place to meet agency-specific mission requirements. Rather, it provides for the coordination to use the most appropriate model for a particular incident and for delivery of a single prediction to all responders.
How do we access this process?  Would it be used for industrial fires? Wildland fires? Can the local Fire Departments get access IMAAC information?  IMAAC can be activated through a state request.  At present, no costs are associated with its use for incidents outside of INS events.  IMAAC involvement in exercises will be determined on a case-by-case basis for costs.  IMAAC would respond for any WMD incident and would be a collaborator in the modeling effort or any major transportation incident.  
Should this model be run for SMART for ISB?  Is this a recommendation that we should make for the use of ISB?  It may help us to push for a burn in areas closer to the public that otherwise might be allowed.  Ed Levine will be contacted to determine if SMART is going to require the IMAAC program to be run for ISB.
Closing Remarks and Adjournment

Thank you for coming and your participation and cooperation this week.  The exercise this week was an opportunity for this RRT to review a response on one of our inland rivers.  Please recognize the RRT Coordinators for all their efforts in coordinating this meeting.  
See you on 23-25 January in Edison, NJ for the Region II / III Joint Regional Response Team.   

NEW RRT III Website Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm. 
NEW RCP Homepage Address:  http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/rcp/homepage.html. 
Meeting adjourned at 1205.
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