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Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup

Charleston, WV

September 19, 2006
1015 - 1125
CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd, EPA

AGENDA:

· Introduction and solidifier pre-authorization status
· PRESENTATION – Still Plugging Away in the Forest – Mr. Vince Zenone, EPA
HANDOUTS:

· Information Request Form for Oil Pollution Prevention Regulations.
MEETING NOTES:

Introduction and welcome by Kevin Boyd.  Mr. Boyd summarized the status of the various work products of this workgroup:
1. CIAgent Pre-authorization Status
· USFWS Threatened and Endangered Species Review.  The workgroup submitted a request for an informal endangered species (Section 7) consultation from USFWS relative to the pre-authorized use of the solidifier CIAgent.  The USFWS responded to this consultation with the following caveats relative to the pre-authorized use of CIAgent in Region III – the region was evaluated at the county level for the presence / absence of T&E species likely to be impacted by a spill.  Each county was given a rating of “Yes” or “No” to signify whether or not CIAgent could be used under pre-authorization conditions.  The RRT would have to notify the USFWS T&E division prior to any use in a county where they said “No” to pre-authorized use and go through the official consultation process.
· Essential Fish Habitat Review.  The Workgroup has submitted the CIAgent pre-authorization request for a NOAA Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) review.  NOAA has completed their review relative to the pre-authorization and have also limited its use to spills under 500 gallon and should not use more then a 1000 pounds of CI Agent.  
· NOAA Threatened and Endangered Species Resources.  The T&E specialists within NOAA were also asked to review the pre-authorization document for CIAgent relative to their trust resources (marine mammals and sea turtles).  The review was completed and stated that the RRT cannot grant pre-authorization of CIAgent use in areas with marine mammals / sea turtles / or Short-nose sturgeon – and provided the area that pre-authorization could not be granted.  Any use of the product in these areas would have to be presented and would have to go through the official consultation process.  Pre-authorization in other areas in Region 3 was granted as long as NOAA Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) recommendations are followed.
2. The next step in the pre-authorization for CIAgent is to draft the final consultation summary and submit it to the RRT for signature.

3. Surface Washing Agent Pre-authorization.  The workgroup submitted a draft pre-authorization for use document for the use of surface washing agents (SWAs) in Region III to the USFWS threatened and endangered species offices for their review and approval in an informal consultation under the Endangered Species Act (Section 7).

4. We will be evaluating the Region IV pre-authorization document for the use of solidifiers within the region.  After review, we will determine if the document can be modified for use in Region 3.  CIAgent is a solidifier, but it has undergone an ARTES evaluation; this pre-authorization document would be solidifiers as a category.
PRESENTATION –Oil Field Removal Actions “Still Plugging Away in the Forest” – Vince Zenone, EPA OSC
This presentation is a follow-up presentation to a one conducted for this RRT in 2005.  This effort is based in the forests of Northwestern PA at oil wells (production facilities) that have ceased operations since the 1970’s and have subsequently been abandoned.  Many of these wells are leaking oil.  As part of the response, the OSCs are now looking at the facility as a whole (all the piping, pumps, wells, etc.), instead of just addressing the source of the original call-out (the leaking well).  Determining the owner/operator of the well / facility is often difficult and requires some extensive research.  Typically the OSCs work on the abandoned wells through the conduct of a PRP search.  
Mr. Zenone provided an overview of the regulatory authorities associated with the response and prevention efforts by EPA in NE Pennsylvania.  A copy of Mr. Zenone’s presentation is available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1125. 

