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Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup

Edison, NJ
January 24, 2007
0810 - 1000
CHAIRPERSON:  Kevin Boyd, EPA

AGENDA:

· Introduction and Welcome
· Dispersant Training by Ed Levine (NOAA) 
HANDOUTS:

· Decision Process for Dispersants in Region II

· Unified Command Dispersant Worksheet.
MEETING NOTES:

Introduction and welcome by Kevin Boyd.  Mr. Boyd briefly summarized the status of the Spill Response Countermeasures Workgroup projects:
· Region III already developed a pre-authorization agreement on dispersant testing and use in the 1990’s.  This document needs to be evaluated and update /expanded. 
· In May 07 - Rehoboth Beach, DE – Ed Levine will conduct a dispersant exercise for the Workgroup.
· This workgroup has finalized our CIAgent pre-authorization document and it is ready for signature and should be signed by state and federal signatories in early 2007.  The pre-authorization is for the use of 500 gallons on an incident and pre-authorization is by county – for counties that are restricted from the pre-authorization; an area authorization/consultation with USFWS for ESA and NOAA for EHF will have to be requested on a case-by-case basis.
· This workgroup has finalized a pre-authorization document for the testing of Surface Washing Agents (SWA).  This pre-authorization document has been forwarded to the USFWS for an ESA.  The pre-authorization is for the test of 10 gallons of SWA for effectiveness prior to operational use.

PRESENTATION – Ed Levine (NOAA SSC)
Mr. Levine welcomed all participants.  His goal is to conduct training on dispersants in today’s workgroup and to spark additional communications among the members and the regions.  Many of the states that worked on the original dispersant agreements developed in both Region II and III have experienced personnel turnover and he wanted to make sure that everyone is on the same education level and that any education gaps, procedural gaps, etc. are identified and addressed in each region.  Additionally, the focus on dispersants is also to have the participants of each region determine if changes and updates need to be made to our existing pre-authorization agreements.
NOAA has developed a job aid for dispersant observation. This job aid is currently undergoing an update; a second printing is due out in a few months.  It will be up on the web as a PDF document and available for purchase from NOAA for a laminated, hardcopy version of the document.  New photos from the Gulf of Mexico have been added.  

Next week (January 31 – February 2) there will be a Dispersant training opportunity in New Jersey.  OHMSETT in Sandy Hook, NJ will be hosting a one-day dispersant application test series within their large tank on Wednesday, January 31.  On Thursday and Friday (February 1 through 2) at the Oyster Point Hotel in Red Bank, NJ, there will be a 2-day training on dispersants.  If you are interested in attending or want more information, please contact Ed Levine at ed.levine@noaa.gov (212-668-6428) or Frank Csulak at frank.csulak@noaa.gov (732-872-3005).  The focus of this training is on dispersants.  AS OHMSETT is a government facility, there are Security procedures are in place.  You must register in advance to gain access to OHMSETT.

Next, Mr. Levine showed the membership an API industry-sponsored move on Dispersants (30 minutes).  This movie summarized the dispersant testing efforts conducted in 1978 and 1979 in Southern California and on the east coast.  In 1979, actual surface slicks were generated using Prudhoe Bay crude oil and two dispersants were applied by boat and by air (DC-4).  Tests and water samples, visual and chemical testing was conducted.  The concentration and dispersion rates were evaluated for the surface slicks, treated and non-treated.
· Dennis McCarthy (Clean Harbors Cooperative - CHC) provided a summary of the equipment and resources for dispersant applications that he has available for use to responding to spills in Region II.  CHC has boats and a helicopter bucket spray available.
· Scott Morris (MSRC) is responsible for managing the new MSRC dispersant program.  As of January 1, MSRC ended its relationship with MERG in Houma, LA.  Now MSRC has their own aircraft located in Arizona (C-130) and in Stennis, MS (can serve as a dual strike team and will add seats and can serve as an observation platform).  These MSRC dispersant resources require 4 hours preparation period prior to going wheels up following notification; travel time to the affected area is additional delay time.  MSRC maintains 325 gallons of dispersant in Linden, NJ and a total of 80,000 gallons of dispersant nation-wide.
· Gene Johnson (DBRC) - maintains 1,650 gallons of dispersant and one boat spray system for the Delaware Bay and River.
In Regions II and III, we do have the means for an initial dispersant strike in the local area and the cascade system to get more should dispersants be used for an incident in either of these two regions.  

The following is a list of topics that were identified or expressed by the membership that needed additional focus or attention by the Regions and the RRTs:

· We need to have a 2-hour response time for the incident-specific RRT when a request to use dispersants is forwarded by the field.
· There is typically a 2 -3 day window of opportunity (oil dependent) for the use of dispersants; we need to be mindful of this and not allow the decision-makers to “drag” their feet just to make the request go away.
· SMART monitoring by OSRO? Presently, responders mostly rely on Strike Team or ERT to conduct the SMART monitoring should dispersants or ISB be conducted for an incident
· Once you start thinking out dispersants, we need activate the equipment and move it ASAP.
· The use of dispersants in the Delaware Bay (pre-authorization is for 200 gals of dispersants for a 50 bbl spill for Big Stone Anchorage) is decision-making for Region III but will possibly affect Region II.  We need to promote this discussion between regions before an incident and take the time now to determine how we want to address dispersants within the Bay / River.  
· Jerry Conrad (USCG Sector Delaware Bay) - Sector Delaware Bay participated in an Ecological Risk Assessment and evaluated the use of dispersants and other technologies for the Delaware Bay.  The bottom line was that many of the ERA participants were uncomfortable with the use of dispersants, so more discussion will be needed.  

· Eric Mosher (Region II EPA Co-chair) -   It is critical for the incident-specific RRT to be notified ASAP so that they can start thinking about dispersants and he further recommends that you notify the incident-specific RRTs even before bringing the request to the table officially.  Also we need to bring the 2 RRT’s together more regularly to work on transboundary issues that may require a unified decision-making rather than work independently.  This was one of our biggest lessons learned following the ATHOS spill.

· Dennis Carney (Region III EPA Co-Chair) - Agrees with Eric Mosher on his statements above.  He added that it is important for responders and industry to mobilize and reduce the time for the actual use of the agent after the approval time and it will stimulate the government to make the decision.

· NJ – what is the role of the RRT in the dispersant decision-making?  We need to have some policies set up ahead of time.  The MOA between Region II and III is for assistance and cross-boundary issues – it needs more meat on it to be more effective.
· CDR W. Briggs (District) – recommended that an objective analysis and information be provided to the RRT to ensure that they are all educated
· Scott Lundgren (Region I) – The ERA process is very valuable for decision-making on the use of dispersants and other spill countermeasures.  The USCG proposed rule on dispersants for 2007 proposes the registration of dispersant equipment / application requirements nationally for the US coastal zones.   This rule will put the onus on industry to provide dispersant capability.

· Andrew English (NY) – State stakeholders are not always available 24/7.  Our concern is that if there were a near-shore spill, we would miss an opportunity for dispersant use.  The State is in a process to generate additional information and education of all stakeholders.
· Steve Touw (EPA Region II) – Wanted the Q/A session to further clarify some misperceptions that when we request to use either dispersants or ISB that we can only use one response technology for a response.  This is not true.  Multiple response technologies can be used; you must first determine what your response goals are.   Dispersants (or ISB) may be only one part of the overall response strategy.  

The Nov. 2004 ATHOS spill showed that there were inconsistencies between Region II and III.  We need to determine what we can share and “steal shamelessly.”  There are several other documents that Region III has up on their website that Region II should review and consider for adoption.  Both regions are working on policies and guidance documents on Solidifiers.  Region III has guidance documents in place for disposal of contact water (addressed in Caribbean); Ocean dumping; and ISB on oil impacted on herbaceous wetlands.  He wants RRT II to take a look at these and make some decisions on them.  The contact water document was used by Region III for the ATHOS spill.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1000. 

