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Inland Area Committee Meeting
Edison, NJ
January 23, 2007
0845 - 1030
COMMITTEE CHAIR – Steve Jarvela, EPA OSC

AGENDA:

· Inland Area Contingency Plan Update status
· Sensitive Areas – Fact Sheets and where you can find some of that information and get access to it – www.EPAOSC.net area

· Targeting High Risk Areas in Region III using MIRA (Multi-Criteria Integrated Risk Analysis)

· Ann Hayward Walker – Oil Spill Information Data Collection Effort

· Report outs by OSCs
MEETING NOTES:

Mr. Stephen Jarvela welcomed all participants and had them introduce themselves and their agency affiliation.  This meeting is being held for Region III and is being incorporated with the Region II / Region III Joint RRT meeting in Edison, NJ.
Mr. Steve Touw, the Region II Coordinator gave everyone a brief overview of the facility and how it came into being.  Previously, the Region II EPA offices were a former Military Depot.  In the 1960’s, DOD divided the Depot into 3 pieces and EPA took over the central portion.  Over the years, EPA has done a lot of work to clean up the property.  A Tour of the EPA Regional Response Center (RRC) has been arranged for later today.  The new ERT Communications response vehicles are outside for you to inspect and view all day today as well..
Region III continues to work on the Inland Area Contingency Plan

DISCUSSION – Inland Area Contingency Plan Volumes I and II – Steve Jarvela, EPA OSC
A lot of the Sub-Area Response Plans are completed and up to date.  Mr. Jarvela provided the group with an overview of the fact sheets that have been developed for the region and the sub-areas.  The goal of these information fact sheets is to make each fact sheet the responsibility and ownership of the jurisdiction that provided the information so that they will keep it up to date and accurate.  

Each fact sheet provides the basic contacts for the jurisdiction and sub-area.  This includes jurisdiction contacts lists that were developed for EPA field investigators from tax office information and other sources to determine property ownership for access, etc.  To view a copy of the fact sheets for any areas, please contact Steve Jarvela at Jarvela.Stephen@epa.gov. 
The area plan is the access into the local jurisdictions.  The intents is for the local jurisdiction to provide the information that is important to the county to incorporate it into the fact sheets.  Teresa Venham is the keeper of the fact sheets and she works on them every day for every subarea.  She contacts the various jurisdictions and verifies information for each one.  This is an on-going, continuous process.  If you have any information to add, please contact Teresa Venham.

The Paper version of the fact sheets is intended to be one page.  Electronically, we can have the individual information slots link to more information and make it a more robust information site.  A county map is provided on the back of each fact sheet to provide information for driving directions and other information.  The District of Columbia fact sheets are very different from the rest of the region due to the Capitol and Congressional security and other issues associated with the government properties.  The information is divided by sub-area.  Efforts are underway to tie in the fact sheets with the GIS system.
Tom Murray (PEMA) – Pennsylvania is revising their hazmat responder’s organization and other state agencies to be in compliance with NIMS by Typing the resources.   Mr. Jarvela requested that this information be provided to EPA for incorporation into the fact sheets.   
DISCUSSION – Targeting High Risk Areas in Region III using MIRA (Multi-Criteria Integrated Risk Analysis) – Steve Jarvela, EPA OSC
The purpose of MIRA is to determine where high risk areas are in Region III – human and ecosystem risks. 
· Multi-media: - air, water , waste, landscape

· Multi-pollutant: ozone, particulates, toxics, metals, sediments, etc.

· Multi-resource: people, animals, plants, wetlands

12-digit HUCs level watersheds as the analytical unit.  Based on the watersheds – The county level is too small and would make it too complicated. Doesn’t fit to geo-political boundaries very well since it is developed on the watershed.
Trying to look at the relative risk to certain areas.  In the past, we looked at the Delaware Bay and prioritized the sensitive areas relative to the risks as they are perceived and prioritized.  Will help us determine where we want to apply resources.  This process will take a while and is something that we have to build.  We are hoping that in the future, we will able to determine the effectiveness of our evaluation system and determine if changes need to be made for risk assessment.  The values are a hierarchy of values – data driven.  Will be using established information and import it into the MIRA decision Analysis module.  
Mr. Jarvela continued with providing an overview of the MIRA Analysis process.  The process can be changed and revised as needed as the criteria are evaluated.  Not all criteria being evaluated are given equal value by the stakeholders.  This process can allow for the future decision-making such as the use of alternative technologies, etc.  
The intent is to plot the relative risk on GIS maps.  A process to focus our effort in identifying and mapping sensitive areas.  
A copy of Mr. Jarvela’s MIRA presentation will be available on the Region III RRT website at: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/msafety/rrt/index.htm.

Break – 9:50 a.m.
Discussion – Area Maps for Sensitive Areas – 

Have all sensitive area maps on a single CD – no sensitive data like water intak information on the maps – therefore the map information can be released.  Database is designed to be like a web browsers – County maps have links to the individual fact sheets.  Quad maps are also developed and available on the CD.  It allows you to get down to the sub area maps with the individual counties.  
Intent to make this information available to the user with an adobe acrobat.  There are several ways to access the information by drilling down through the graphics or going to the individual topographic map by name.  For individual copies of these DVDs, please contact Steve Jarvela at Jarvela.Stephen@epa.gov.  
Quick Place is a product that allows us to access information in an electronic format.  We will be suing it for our area planning and documentation efforts as well.  In the future you will get an email with the link to go back to register for the access to the area planning side.  Making documents more readily available to you.  Please take a serious look at the online tools that EPA can provide and provide review and comments, including:
· Quick Place – electronic access to EPA documents; people outside the agency can use this.  There is a password that is needed to access the facility – register. Have to be given individual rights – used primarily for reference materials, contacts, after action reports, etc. 
· EPAOSC online – submit for registration

· Area Plans – available on the Region III Website

Future Efforts for this work group –

Next meeting is in Rehoboth Beach, DE in May.  Want to have EPA Risk Management plans that are available to state and local jurisdictions about facilities that have the various toxic chemicals that are in the community.  There is a process that allows communities to access this information 

· Marjorie Easton suggested a 1 hour summary of the Outfall’s survey for the Ohio River – Mile 0 to 240 on the Ohio River

· Information on notification – re-examine for data collection and what is being collected already?

· Government-initiated Industry exercises – next round?
DISCUSSION – National Oil Spill Database development for the oil Industry – Ann Hayward Walker, Scientific and Environmental Associates, Inc. 
Ms. Walker provided the group with an overview of an industry-wide project for improving oil spill response.  Want to go back and gather information from historic information.  The USCG they have a nation-wide database.  Land spills are a little different.  EPA can provide information for events where the state’s choose not to respond or collect data on the spills.  Trying to determine what form the data already collected – a performance improvement objective.  Ms. Walker provided the state participants with a 1 page form to review and comment on to provide information on the state spill data collections.  This may vary from state to state.  
Next meeting will be at Rehoboth Beach, DE in May 2007.  
The Meeting was adjourned at 1040 a.m.   

























