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Information Management Workgroup Meeting

Edison, NJ
January 23, 2006
1300 - 1350
Chairperson:  Catherine Pomerantz, FEMA 

AGENDA:
· NIMS NRP Revision Process
· Agency profiles
· Resource Lists – 

· ESF-10 training

· Future Efforts:

· Pilots brochure for Delaware Bay Bird Populations during migration times

· Resource Coordination POC List update 
· Other Resources to be included in the minutes
· Region III Photo-documentation strategies– how to get the information out.  
· Knowledge Centers – information from PA – Marjorie and Joe Albert?
HANDOUTS:
· RRT III Information Workgroup Member Fact Sheet for Proposed Outline.

MEETING NOTES:
Ms. Pomerantz welcomed all workgroup members and other RRT members that were present.  

1. NIMS NRP Revision Process – The National Response Plan (NRP) and the National Incident Management System (NIMS) are undergoing review and revision following their recent implementation during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. as well as several other events since their implementation.  Workgroups and committees are already being formed for this review and revision process.  Participation by Region III Participants is requested.  If you would like to be involved or would like more information, contact Catherine at Catherine.pomerantz@dhs.gov.  

2. Agency profile and post to the website – As a workgroup, we are trying to develop fact sheets that summarize contact information, and what your agency can bring / provide during an emergency for new RRT members and other agencies that may not have participated with the RRT in the past.  Mike Chezik provided a format to use for cataloging this agency information.  Maintaining these fact sheets will take commitment from the agency representatives.  The thought is that we could develop a compendium of RRT members, no more than 2 pages each that would summarize each agency / state’s involvement with the RRT and what they can bring to the tables.  Region IV already has some of these fact sheets on their website – we can reformat them from Region IV.  Most of the information we need is already in included in the ACP which can be used as another source for this information. 
3. Resource Lists – A suggestion was made that we also develop a list of information on what resources are available from each agency.  Currently we only provide a contact list for each agency.  The consensus of the group is we would continue to maintain the POC list rather then a resource list. The Workgroup will update the POC information.   Steve Jarvela (EPA) stated that many of the resources are already listed in the Inland Area Contingency plan in the sub-area plans – the lists need to be updated regularly, but you can see what resources you can access by county and state.
4. Watchstander Training by FEMA – The following training will be provided by FEMA for federal agencies:

Region III:

· April 24, 2007 - Watchstander Training for all ESFs will be conducted at EPA Center in Philadelphia.  

· On April 25, 2007 – ESF-10th Watch Stander training will be provided.  

· April 26, 2007 – Hurricane Exercise in the RRCC.  
Region II training:  
· April 30 – May 5, 2007 - DOD and FEMA are teaming up to do an exercise in Region I and II.  
· Watchstander training has been expanded from ESF-10 –no dates provided
5. DCO – Defense Coordinating Officer – Col. Robert Freehill provided the membership with a summary of the DOD DCO efforts in Region II.  Col. Freehill and his team of 5 other Army personnel (2 civilians and 3 army) are a resource that is now collocated within FEMA Region II.   If a region activates an ERT A-team to support state or locals for an incident, then the DCO in the region is the DOD linkage for that region.  These resources are deployable to the JFO.  FEMA Region III has the same DCO staffing and equipment levels collocated in their Regional Office. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR THIS WORKGROUP:
1. The FEMA Acronyms, Abbreviations and Terms (FAAT) Book is available online from:  http://www.fema.gov/plan/prepare/faat.shtm.   The most current version available is dated March 2005.  

2. Interoperability Article:  “Talk isn’t cheap. Maturing technologies address the high cost of radio interoperability for state and local first responders.”  By Alan Joch, Published on Nov. 13, 2006 -  http://www.fcw.com/article96766-11-13-06-Print.
3. National Infrastructure Protection Plan (NIPP).  This document was released on June 30, 2006.  The completion of the NIPP marks a sign The U. S. Department of Homeland Security, in partnership with Federal departments and agencies, State, local and Tribal, and private sector security partners, has completed the preparation of the National Infrastructure Protection Plan (NIPP).  This document was released on June 30, 2006. The completion of the NIPP marks a significant step towards protecting America’s Critical Infrastructure and Key Resources (CI/KR) from all hazards.  

The National Infrastructure Protection Plan meets the President’s requirements set forth in Homeland Security Presidential Directive 7 (HSPD-7), “Critical Infrastructure Identification, Prioritization, and Protection”.  The NIPP will be used to establish national priorities, goals, and requirements for CI/KR protection, enabling Federal funding and resources to be applied in the most effective manner. It also establishes a comprehensive risk management framework while clearly defining the roles and responsibilities for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS); Federal Sector-Specific Agencies; and other Federal, State, local, Tribal, and private sector security partners as well as specifying the key initiatives, milestones, and metrics required to achieve the Nation’s CI/KR protection mission.

The official announcement of the release was made by Secretary Chertoff on June 30, 2006, the NIPP and a variety of other supporting materials are available at www.dhs.gov/nipp.

Download the NIPP - Full Version (PDF, 196 pages - 5 MB) http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interweb/assetlibrary/NIPP_Plan or the Executive Summary (PDF, 6 pages - 297 KB) - http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interweb/assetlibrary/NIPP_Plan_ExecSumm.pdf


4. Please direct all questions and requests for information regarding the NIPP to the NIPP email account (nipp@dhs.gov).

5. "Plan Will Allow 911 and 311 Lines to Accept Digital Images"
New York Times (01/18/07) P. B6 ; Rivera, Ray 

Residents of New York City who call emergency 911 call centers also would be able to send digital videos and photos under a proposal announced Jan. 17 by Mayor Michael Bloomberg. The mayor, who touted the plan as a "revolutionary innovation in crime fighting," said that the same technology will be extended to the city's 311 service line, which allows residents to report quality-of-life problems. "If you see a crime in progress or a dangerous building condition, you'll be able to transmit images to 911, or online to nyc.gov," said Bloomberg. Bloomberg spokesman John Feinblatt noted that although the plan represents a new concept for law enforcement, the technology for the plan already exists, meaning it will not be expensive to implement. "It's just time to bring 911 and 311 into cyberspace," 


Feinblatt said. Law enforcement and anti-terrorism experts applauded the mayor's plan, explaining that it will increase the flow of information and possibly lead to crimes being resolved faster. "Imagine someone caught in a hostage situation transmitting pictures or video," said anti-terrorism consultant Jerome Hauer.  

6. Now Available:  “Terrorism and Other Public Health Emergencies: A Field Guide for Media.”  US Dept of Health and Human Services.   http://www.hhs.gov/emergency/mediaguide/field/
7. Homeland security: A special report http://www.fcw.com/article96777-11-13-06-Print 
”Now hear this! Local officials tap new location-aware and multi-channel emergency alert systems to better reach a more mobile citizenry”  By Jennifer McAdams

8. OSHA’s guidance on preparing workplaces for a pandemic influenza event.  http://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3327pandemic.pdf

The document is posted on the OSHA website.  Please feel free to share it with all interested parties.  If you have any questions or need assistance with this correspondence feel free to contact Nicholas DeJesse, Emergency Management Coordinator, OSHA - Region III,  215-861-4928 or via email at DeJesse.Nicholas@dol.gov
9. HOMELAND SECURITY PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE/HSPD-18 - Subject: Medical Countermeasures against Weapons of Mass Destruction.  Now available from: http://www.fas.org/irp/offdocs/nspd/hspd-18.html 

10. NRP 7 NIMS Review and Revision Process Resources – http://www.dhs.gov/xprepresp/programs/gc_1166654466804.shtm or a second site for the NRP / NIMS meetings – http://www.dhs.gov/xprepresp/programs/gc_1166723193870.shtm 

The meeting was adjourned at 1350.

